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CHAPTER  I. 

Speculation  in  Coal  Oil — "Sold"  by  a  Secessionist — Hulled 
Grouse — Prairie  Chickens  and  American  Partridge — Dan- 
gerous Sport — Pairing  of  Ruffed  Grouse — Drumming — 
Appearance  of  Snipe — Migration  of  Quails — Snipe-Shooting 
— Persimmon  Bushes. 

THE  entire  neighbourhood  is  in  an  intent 
state  of  excitement,  for  the  prospector  for  oil  has 
disappeared.  Since  his  arrest  and  release  he  had 
been  living  on  the  J'at  of  the  land,  and  ha<! 
become  a  welcome  guest  at  the  houses  of  ,«'! 
the  best  families.  A  coal-oil  company  had  als< 
been  formed.  The,  shares  were  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  with  a  capital  of  twenty  thousand, 
So  popular  had  he  become  that,  a  month  after  its 
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•2  CAVERN". 

organization,  neither  for  h>vc  nor  money  could 
its  scrip  lie  obtained. 

On  the  Kmharas  river,  where  tlierc  is  a  cavern 
that  produces  all  kinds  of  unearthly  sounds,  and 
which  emits  siidi  sulphurous  smells  as  surest 
that  it  is  not  far  from  the  regions  of  his  Satanic 
majesty,  a  shaft  had  hceii  sunk.  When  it  had 
reached  the  depth  of  three  hundred  feet,  all  the 
stockholders  Itecainc  saiiiruine.  lint  \vi;h  each 
additional  hundred  feet  of  descent,  the  value  of 
the  scrip  decreased.  So  when  the  depth  of 
nine  hundred  feet  \vas  reported,  there  was  scarcely 
in  invest")-,  if  th'.'  truth  \veiv  known,  who  would 
no]  idadlv  have  sold  out  at  a  io-s  of  seventy-five 
p<T  cent  on  tin.-  out  lay.  1  Io\\  ever,  lit  tie  of  the  scrip 
had  changed  hands,  some  sanguine  people  asserl- 
nm"  that  money  \\oulij  nut  purchase  th^ii'  Chares; 
for  as  the  "  ]iro>pector"  pos>e->ed  live  thou^ainl 
d"llar>  \\orth  of  stock,  the  i-'-\vard  f"r  his  dis- 
covery and  service-,  and  he  still  stuck  !•>  it. 
they  \\viv  convinced  that  oil  would  !"•  found 
-  >  oner  or  later. 

Thus  matters  stood  whrn  tli«'  wh"le  vieinit;, 
was  pui  in  a  violent  state  of  commotion  hv  the 
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intelligence  that  oil  had  at  last  been  struck. 
Those  that  had  retained  their  stock  congratulated 
themselves  on  their  discretion,  the  unfortunates 
who  had  parted  with  theirs  looked  triste,  refused 
to  be  comforted,  and  condemned  their  luck. 
This  event  had  made  poor  men  rich  in  imagina- 
tion, and  already  one  hundred  dollars  invested 
was  regarded  as  having  become  five  times,  aye 
ten  times  that  amount.  AY  hat  a  crowd  as- 
sembled that  day  when  the  long  looked-for  news 
was  circulated  on  the  banks  of  the  Embaras. 

The  spot,  at  any  previous  time,  never  had 
presented  the  same  attractions  for  mankind. 
Kating  and  drinking  went  on  from  morning  to 
night  beside  the  shaft;  and  I  don  lit  not  thai 
some  slept  within  sound  of  the  laborious  loud- 
sounding  steam-engine.  The  report  of  oil 
coming  from  the.  shaft  was  no  bogus  story. 
The  water  that  was  raised  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  was  coated  wilh  it,  and  the  vicinity 
was  already  impregnated  with  its  noxious  fumes, 
so  that  Marie  Farina's  extract,  or  Jockey  Club, 
or  Lavender  water  never  had  so  many  ardent 
admirers.  Many  pronounced  the  odour  of  the 
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STRANUE   PHENOMENON. 

oil  frairrant  :  some  I  donl>t  not  could  liavr  lieen 
funnel  who  even  thought  it  e<]iial  to  l.'oiirlion 
Di1  old  rye  whiskey. 

Kor  ilays.  affairs  went  on  Ilins  prosperously. 
The  discoverer  was  lauded  to  the  skies,  and  even 
(he  eniriiieman  and  stoker  eanie  in  f»r  no  small 
niodiiMiin  of  praise.  All  were  piod  fellows,  jolly 

piod    fellows,   clever  fellows  ;    in    fae|,    \vilh'i!!t    Com- 

peers.     How  flatterm;:  this  nmsi  have  heeii  inth,' 

promoter  of  the  selieinc  ;     liilt,  ahe-,   lie  was  alisent 

at  tin-  lime.  Indisposition  of  a  serious  nature  had 
eallrd  him  l'];»st  for  medical  advice,  and  he  was 
reported  to  lie  so  very  ill  that  he  could  not  com- 
municate ov  !'']i--Ta|ih  or  h-iter  \\iih  anv  of  his 
('ompany.  A  ft  IT  some  weeks  the  oil  lieeame.  le~-s 
alumdanl,  ihe  produce  diminisiiim:'  hourl\',  and 
ultimately  it  cea>ed  alto^.-ther.  Thi<  was  verv 
mysterious  :  all  kind-  of  rumours  were  eireidati-d 
as  to  the  cause  of  a  phenomenon  so  strange,  lnit 
howevi-r  impatient  the-  stockholders  ln-e;ime,  they 
suppressed  llicir  f'-i-liirj'-  in  the  lieli.-t'  that  all 
would  lie  ri-'ht  a-  soon  a-  llv  head  "i  the  enter- 
prise returned  to  superintend  operations ;  j,nt  he 
did  not  appear,  and  worse,  still,  all  trace  of  him 
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had  been  lost.  Still,  when  tilings  grow  wrong. 
peo])le  will  not  see  them  in  their  proper  light, 
but  in  that  of  their  own  hopes  and  desires,  and 
drowning  men  will  cling  to  a  straw. 

At  length  the  secret  leaked  out.  A  large  quan- 
tity of  petroleum  had  been  brought  to  the  well  in 
a  new  boiler  that  was  intended  to  Take  the  place 
of  that  which  had  originally  officiated,  bill  was 
now  worn  out.  Its  contents  were  pumped  into 
the  shaft,  or  spilt  about  the  neighbourhood;  and 
the  little  game  was  so  successfully  played  that 
these  smart  AVestern  men  were  sold,  and,  to  add  to 
their  feeling  of  humiliation,  by  a  Secessionist,  for 
it  ultimately  came  to  light  that,  after  he  had  dis- 
posed of  his  stock  at  an  immense  premium  in  a 
Western  city,  he,  had  directed  his  course  for  Dixie. 

The  stoker  and  engine-man,  who  were  strangers, 
lost  their  enviable  popularity  so  suddenly  that 
they  too  thought  lit  to  make  themselves  scarce. 
Well  it  was  that  they  did  so  while  yet  able, 
for  the  infuriated  investors  would  doubtless  have 
vented  such  vengeance  upon  them  as  would  have 
abruptly  terminated,  their  power  ever  afterwards 
to  coal  up  or  shut  off  bteam. 


••  RITFF.T)    GROrSK. 

At  this  period  ;i  larijv  portion  of  the  agricul- 
tural population  was  disaffected.  Report  even 
went  so  tar  as  to  say  thai  of  a  moonlight  ui^ht 
lur_v  hodies  of  men  had  been  seen  drilling  MM  ;t 
neiLrhliourinLT  prairie ;  and  ii  was  ultimately  dis- 
covered that  the.  prospector  tor  coal-oil  \va^  lievond 
dnulit  no  other  tha.n  a  Confederate  nIli.Tr  \vho 
had  IKVII  dispatched  to  the  Noilh.  to  act  as  adju- 
lant  I"  those  \viio  had  resolvei)  tu  join  \\i>:  South 
in  hep  stru«.rgle  fur  indejit-ndence. 

Spring  is  making  rapid  advances,  and  if  the 
\-/eat her  cont imies  ojieii  many  days  longer,  snijie 
\\'ill  make  their  appeai'ance.  On  mv  ride  home 
from  the  Emliaras,  tur  th'.-  (Ir^t  linn;  since  mv 
residence  here,  I  ln-ard  tin.-  nitl'^d  Lfroiisi- calling' : 
a  jii'Mof  thai  they  are  soon  iroin;.';  to  male.  On 
the  hiirh  Lrround  at  the  k-M-k  ii|'  the  humestead 
exists  a  solitary  family  of  the-e  heaiitiful  hirds. 
All  iii iiiu'li  opportunities  have  several  limes  oc- 
curred when  I  mi --In  have  pus-ih!\-  -""!  a  doiiMe 
shot  at  them,  so  far  I  have  oh>i  mutely  p-fu^-d  to 
kill  the  strangers.  If  they  l;.td  IH-I-II  more  al>!in- 

llallt     !  ill-    V.  '  lllld    11"!     ll   IV     t"  "II    '  he    e;v<.-.    ;l>    hefi'lV 

thi-,  date  I  ha\'e    IVeuuentl  \",    MI    Maiii"   and    more. 
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northern   latitudes,   made    large    Lags    of   them. 

Prairie  chickens  and  American  partridge  are 
constantly  to  l>e  seen  exposed  for  sale,  during  the 
Winter  months,  in  London  and  Liverpool  mar- 
kets ;  and  therefore  all  possessed  of  means,  or 
curious  in  Natural  History,  know  them  well  l>y 
sight.  But  as  the  ruffed  grouse  is  a  comparative 
stranger  to  my  countrymen,  I  deem  it  worthy 
of  more  than  an  ordinarily  lengthened  descrip- 
tion. 

This  most  noble  specimen  of  game-bird  has 
caused  more  disputes  and  mistakes  in  ornithology 
than  probably  all  of  its  coi/firrcs  put  together. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  universally  misnamed,  being 
incorrectly  called  "pheasant''  in  the  AVestern  and 
middle  districts,  while  ill  Connecticut  and  Eastern 
New  York  it  is  equally  wrongfully  dubbed  "par- 
tridge." Not  only  has  it  to  suffer  these  mis- 
nomers, but  it  has  frequently  been  confounded 
with  a  distinct  species  of  the  same  genus,  "  the 
pinnated  grouse"  (lelrao  citpii/o),  to  which  it  has 
but  little  resemblance.  Like  our  partridge,  wild 
turkeys,  &c.,  this  species  annually  moves  its 
quarters,  always  to  return  to  its  old  haunts  after 


<S  MIGRATIONS. 

a  short  sojourn  in  some  otluT  locality;  and, 
consequently,  many  writers  have  asserted  that 
they  are  migratory,  but  there  is  as  little,  even 
less  ground  1'or  this  statement,  than  there  is  for 
the  same  erroneous  impression  in  reference  to  the 
t\\'o  afore-mentioned  game-birds. 

According  to  my  own  observation,  confirmed 
by  the  opinion  of  those  in  whose  veracity  credence 
can  be  placed,  these  temporary  Ilittings  can  only 
be  accounted  for  l>y  the  lack  of  food  which 
happens  with  the  change  of  the  seasons:  and  so 
•  •tuitions  are  they  in  their  progress  that  this 
erratic  habit  would  scarcely  be  known,  but  that 
i  hey  are  frequently  compelled  to  cross  large 
rivi  rs  to  procure  their  necessary  sustenance.  In 
the  month  of  October  these  birds  may  annually 
be  seen  in  numerous  detached  parties  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio  and  Susqiiehanna,  and  their 
numerous  tributaries,  waiiine:  for  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  cross  to  the  southern  shores.  As 
they  are  remarkably  strong  on  the  wing  and 
capable  of  long  llights,  they  ea-ilv  accomplish 
their  transit,  when  they  scatter  inland  to  return 
in  a  few  weeks.  Frequently  in  that  month  they 
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will  nearly  entirely  disappear  from  Northern 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  for  the  space  of  a  few 
weeks,  but  ere  grim  Winter  has  placed  his  ice- 
bound foot  upon  the  locality,  their  numbers  will 
again  have  become  as  great  as  they  were  before 
their  temporary  disappearance.  During  the 
time  of  their  peregrinations  they  are  in  a  splendid 
condition,  and  afford  excellent  sport  for  the 
gunner,  sometimes  lying  close  before  the  dog,  and 
even  it'  Jlushed,  satisfying  themselves  with  the 
first  limb  of  a  tree  that  chance  may  throw  in 
their  way  for  a  resting  place1,  when  frequently 
they  are  so  heedless  of  danger  as  to  permit  the 
pot-hunter  to  knock  over  several  from  their  perch 
ere  the  remainder  will  think  of  taking  flight. 
Next  to  the  wild  turkey  of  Central  and  South 
Illinois  and  Indiana,  we  have  no  fowl  which  is 
reckoned  a  greater  delicacy  for  the  table,  an 
opinion  I  endorse.  Some  lon-vicants  may  differ 
from  me  in  this  assertion,  but  I  am  convinced  it 
can  only  result  from  their  taste  having  become 
palled  upon  bv  too  fivt|iieiii  enjoyment  of  what 
most  deservedly  is  entitled  to  the  appellation  of 
excellent. 


10  RETREATS   OF   THE   BIRDS. 

Wherever  the    surface   of  the   country  is  hilly, 

irregular,  ami  rocky,  these  birds  arc  certain  to 
abound  (if  it  be  neither  too  far  north  nor  smith), 
say  from  the  latitude  of  Virginia  to  the  most 
northern  portions  of  Maine  ;  the  rouirh  edges  of 
streams,  where  tlie  vegetation  is  dense.  par- 
tieularly  if  interspersed  with  evergreens,  being 
their  favourite  retreats.  llowe\er.  I  do  nut 
mean  to  assert  that  they  \vill  not  be  found  in 
more  level  and  accessible  ground,  for  their  nests 
will  sometimes  be  seen,  \vhere  least  expected, 
throughout  the  region  designated.  In  Northern 
Illinois,  win-re  the  country  is  Hat.  the  extraor- 
dinary "drumming"  which  the  male  makes  I  have' 
frequently  heard  in  tin.1  still  calm  of  the  Spring 
m<Tning  and  evening,  indicative  to  the  sports- 
man of  future  coveys  nut  of  which  In-  may  some 
dav  expect  to  s\vell  his  bloodstained  game-bag. 
In  Iliirht.  unless  the  cover  is  dense,  no  l.irds 
afford  a  fairer  mark,  for  their  progress  is  gener- 
ally straight,  and  is  caused  l.y  numerous  rapid 
(lappings  of  the  wind's  till  s'illicj.'n!  impetus  is 
obtained,  when  th''Y  sail  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  prairie  fowl.  Nevertheless  their 
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flight  is  swift,  and  the  noise  which  is  made  in 
flushing  will  often  disconcert  the  tyro,  causing 
him  to  shoot  too  quick,  more  birds  of  all  species 
being  missed  by  this  impatience  than  by  waiting 
too  long.  If  a  pupil  will  only  display  coolness, 
however  bad  his  execution  may  be,  he  may  still 
hope  to  become  ultimately  a  good  shot. 

I  fear  that  very  many  shoot  for  the  sake  of 
the  bag,  not  from  the  proper  spirit  that  should 
always  predominate  in  the  breast  of  the  true 
sportsman  and  lover  of  nature;  but  if  such 
should  be  the  reader's  case,  let  him  cast  aside 
his  love  of  mere  spoil,  and  on  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, if  such  a  chance  should  ever  occur,  watch, 
the  habits  and  movements  of  this  truly  national 
bird.  Having  perceived  his  game  upon  the 
ground,  feeding,  which  will  frequently  happen, 
let  him  secrete1  himself  behind  the  nearest  avail- 
able log,  and  watch  without  bloodthirsty  intent 
their  graceful  movements.  Xo  senorita  of  An- 
dalusia could  display  more  bewitching  attractions. 
Their  step  is  firm,  carriage  erect,  and  every  move- 
ment grace.  Many  a  time,  from  well-concealed 
places,  have  I  gazed  in  admiration  on  the 
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handsomelv  feathered  'jT!>up,  and  slunk  away 
afterwards,  with  the  guilty  step  of  tin.-  midnight 
assassin,  mv  cdiisrifiicc  aeeuMnir  me  of  having 
visited  tli<-ir  retreat  with  murderous  iniciit. 
Geiitl<-  reader,  there  i-  as  much  plra>uiv  in  such 
conduct  as  in  having  done  a  drrd  of  rliarit\'. 
I'un't  think  me  s'pieamish,  my  '_'nn  has  dune  as 
1:1  Hid  work  as  lii^.^t  utht-rs,  still  I  ran  de-ist  1'niiii 
slau^'liter.  and  u'lury  in  ii"t  havini:'  vi<iiod  with 

want'in  destruction  the  unsuspecting  }>r 1. 

In  liki-  manii'T  the  irii1'  sportsman  does  imt 
consider  liis  dn^-  a  tun],  Imt  a  CMni|iaiiiun  and 
asxi<iant  in  tin}  enjnyaMe  sjnirts  of  the  fii'ld. 
1'ut  man  generally,  I  fear,  i-  as  much  a  tvrant  as 
the  unreasoning  jiurtioii  of  creatinn.  as  may  so  IV''- 
quentlv  lie  seen  and  ]irn\'i-d  \>\'  the  lirutal  treat- 
ment his  faithful  setter  nr  pnint''!'  will  ivei-ive 
wh''ii  inailveilently  IP-  llushes  -'aim-  •.<  uirj  <  I  i\vn 
vand:  th'-  i'_"!i"ramus  wh.i  hiintv  in  a  dir-et  j,  ,n 
which  |)re\'en1»  the  d"LT  IV'iin  n-iniT  that  m'^'aii 
whieli  is  liis  oidy  iruidi'  Ix-ini;  really  ni"--i  tn 
Mam''.  '}'}[<•  p-ntlemanly  iiiainn-r  of  jmrsuiirj; 

the  >lin    •;;   _'    of   rufl^d    _)v'':-"    i.<   1"   Use  the   -rile;-, 

but  i;  is  la-  i. nd  a  doubt    that    a    smart   cur  d"'_', 
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who  will  hark  at  the  birds  and  cause  iliein  to 
tree,  will  he  more  instrumental  in  obtaining  a 
large  bag.  But  consider  the  difference.  With 
the  first  you  cut  down  your  game  on  the  wing, 
the  only  honourable  way  of  obtaining  them,  while 
with  the  second  a  sitting  object  is  shot  at,  re- 
flecting as  little  credit  on  the  gunner  (not  sports- 
man) as  slaughtering  poultry  in  a  farm-yard. 

However,  the  pursuit  of  this  sport  is  pre- 
carious, for  whenever  the  birds  have  a  chance 
they  will  betake  themselves  to  the  densest  cover, 
where  nothing  but  snap-shooting  will  avail,  and 
once  Hushed,  if  by  the  gunner,  it  will  be  (bund 
almost  impossible  to  mark'  them  down.  .Even  the 
young,  before  lull  grown,  will  rise  with  a  whiz, 
alarming  enough,  for  the  most  distant  flight,  when 
they  \\ill  immediate]}'  drop  and  again  hide  1  hem- 
selves,  frequently  repeating  the  operation,  and 
affording  the  sportsman  no  other  indication  of 
their  mameuvre  than  the  noise  their  tell-tale 
wings  have  made.  Sometimes,  when  these  birds 
are  found  on  tin;  side  of  a  steep  ravine  or  hill, 
as  soon  as  they  take  wing,  they  dive  lor  the  foot 
of  the  declivity,  then  alter  their  course  to  the 
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right  or  left,  and  1:0  in  a  direction  so  totally 
different  from  the  one  expected,  that,  it  is  more 
than  probable  they  cannot  afterwards  be  dis- 
covered. However,  in  some  portions  of  the 
country,  where  the  population  is  sparse  and  the 
^ame  less  disturbed  by  human  beings,  they  are 
not  so  wily,  \\hile  residing  in  Northern  Maine, 
especially  far  from  cultivation,  I  found  them  so 
tame  and  fearless  of  danpT.  that  frequent 
shots  could  be  obtained  before  the  covey  was  lost. 
In  Spring  and  Autumn  it  is  possible  to  call  them 
up  by  beating  an  inflated  bladder  with  a  stick, 
which  makes  a  noise  much  resembling  their  own 
drumming1.  In  fact.  1  have  succeeded  in  calling 
almost  every  variety  of  American  irame.  save 
the  prairie  chicken  or  pinnated  LTouse.  A  further 
peculiarity  I  would  mention,  which,  though  won- 
droiis  si  rani:v.  is  Mill  true.  \\'hen  the  snow  is 
soft  and  siiiliciently  deep,  the  bii-ds  \\ill  dive  into 
it.  goini;  several  yards  each  time,  and  repeating 
the  mameuvre  till  they  have  either  attained  the 
desirable  di-tanee  to  take  flight,  or  have  avoided 
the  observation  of  the  intruder !  In  \\  inter,  many 
are  taken  in  traps,  how  I  will  not  describe,  as  I 


PAIRING,  15 

would  rather  prevent  such  a  custom  than  afford 
information  to  those  capable  of  illegitimately 
destroying  any  of  our  valuable,  handsome,  indi- 
genous species. 

The  ruffed  grouse  commence  pairing  early  in 
April,  when  their  presence  may  be  known  by  the 
drumming  which  they  make  at  dawn  and  sunset. 
As  the  season  advances,  this  noise  or  call  becomes 
so  frequent  that  at  all  hours  the  curious  sound 
can  be  heard.  The  manner  of  performing  this 
drumming,  many  are  ignorant  of,  so  that  it  may 
not  be  inappropriate  to  explain  it.  The  cock 
bird  perches  upon  a  log,  erects  his  feathers, 
droops  his  tail  and  wings,  throws  his  head  back 
alter  the  fashion  of  a  gobbler,  and  struts  about  for 
a  few  moments,  then  stretches  his  neck  forward 
and  beats  the  air  with  his  wings  so  rapidly  as 
almost  to  produce  a  sound  and  reverberation  like 
that  of  distant  thunder.  When  the  females  hear 
this  call,  they  fly  to  their  lords,  sail  round  them, 
and  after  alighting  squat,  as  if  tendering 
homage  and  submission  to  their  august  presence. 
Early  in  May  the  female  lays  from  seven  to  twelve 
eggs  in  a  primitive  nest,  composed  of  dried  leaves 
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and  irrasses,  under  the  shelter  of  a  loir  or  old 
stump.  The  eggs  ure  of  a  dull  creamy  colour,  and 
about  the  si/i.'  of  those  of  tin1  common  liantuin. 
As  soon  as  hatched  th'-  YUUIIL:  leave  the  ni-st  and 
follow  their  mother,  and  in  ciirht  or  teii  days  are 
able  to  u>e  their  \viirjx  a  little.  At  this  period, 
and  even  More  the  offspring  leave  the  -hell,  the 
mother  is  must  solicitous  <i{' her  charge,  and  \viil 
successfully  combat  \vith  either  cro\v  or  hawk, 
strikinu'  th'/  marauders  \\-ith  h'-r  win^s.  in  the 
same  way  as  the  domestic  IWl.  \}\\{  if  the  in- 
t ruder  he  loo  formidable,  then,  after  the  manner 
of  part  rid '•.>•.  \vild-duek.  c\,e..  she  \\ill  dro"p  lu-r 
wind's,  t'ri^n  lameness,  and  u.-e  every  possible  arii- 
fice  to  i'lra\v  oil'  attention  from  her  helples>  brood. 
\\"hiie  the  female  is  enpiired  in  faiiiily  cares,  the 
male-  coiiL!'i'i.'^ate  together,  remaining'  so  until  late 
in  Autumn,  like  other  •_•;:•>•  Lotharios,  permitting 
all  the  onus  of  t  he  charu'e  uf  education  to  devolve 

IIpM]|    llleir   deVnti'il    -put; 

Their  principal  |'n  id  c<  n.-i-t  -  of  SIMM]-  and  beans, 

including  the  \\  ild  and   I'  '.N  ^ra]-e.   of  \\  hi'-  ;    the\ 

are  j  ,art  jeula  rl  v  f>  'lid  :  also  the  t'-nd'  r  -1  ",! •  IM 
bud- 
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particularly    those    of  the    different    evergreens. 

Li  conclusion,  i  will  endeavour  to  describe  cor- 
rectly our  subject,  so  that  the  ignorant  may  know 
of  what  he  is  owner  when  chance  or  skill  has  pos- 
sessed him  of  this  true  table  delicacy. 

Eighteen  inches  long  by  twenty-four  inches 
across  the  wing;  plumage  compact  and  glossy: 
feathers  of  the  head  narrow  and  elongated  into 
a  tuft:  a  long  space  on  the  neck  destitute  of 
feathers,  which  is  hid  by  a  bunch  of  long 
straight  hackle-;,  which,  when  the  fowl  is  excited, 
standout:  wings  short,  broad,  and  rounded  :  the 
tail  long,  ample  and  fan-like;  bill  horn-colour. 
darker  towards  the  tip;  iris  hazel;  feet  yel- 
lowish grey  ;  upper  part  of  the  head  and  back  of 
the  neck  a  rich  orange  brown  :  back  rich  brown, 
marked  longitudinally  with  oblong  white  marks  : 
tipper  part  of  the  wings  the  same,  and  pin 
feathers  iron  grey,  with  the  outer  edges  cinna- 
mon colour,  diagonally  crossed  with  darker 
colouring  in  narrow  lines;  tail  cinnamon  colour. 
with  a  dark  bar  across  the  extremity,  and  line 
dark  pencil  marks  rcgularh  interspersed  from 
root  to  tip  ;  a  dirty  whitish  line  from  bill  to  eye, 
VOL.  ii.  c 
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and  cnntinuini:'  to  l>ark  of  head :  hreast  and 
lower  portion  of  a  liirht  chocolate;  under  win^s 
a  tuft  of  li_rht.  fawii-ceilotired  feathers:  >tonmeh 
dusky  lirowii. 

Of  course,  the  colouring  in  dilVeivnt  portii>n> 
nftlie  country  slightly  varies,  and  tin-  females 
are  less  hrillian!.  l>ut  tin-  description  ahove  Driven 
will  lie  fiiund  tolrralily  accurate. 

I'Vom  all  tli'1  iiii'iiniitit ion  I  can  olitain.  snipe 
inakr  their  ajipi-arancc  in  iiii-  in-iLi'lilHiurlinud 
aliniit  tin-  stli  of  .March.  '1'hi-  year  ih«-y  arrived 
on  I  he  ni-i'ht  of  the  l(>th,  or  iiiornin^  of  the  1 1 1  h. 
i(.r  ihc  previous  (lay  I  had  IM-^H  over  all  tin1  nm^i 
siiilalile  places  !'<>r  their  retreat,  and  tailed  to 
,1  sinirle  hird.  \<'\  <>\\  the  1  lih.  npun  exact  h 

the   sailie    heat.    I    i'llind     this    descri|it  inn   nf    puni- 

nii'si    alnindant.      I'erxnis   powes^ed    nt'  a    knm\- 

h  •!_,•  iifnat  nral  hi>lor\    kii-iv.  that  ni_lit  i-  the  t  inn 

>c]ected     hv    the     JlielliliiTS   nj      |hi-     talllilv    to   make 

their  migration-.  Thus  it  occur-  that  il  i<  Y<TV 
-.•Idniii  that  even  the  chisev]  oli>ervers  of  iiatlll-e 
have  liei-n  affurded  a  chance  to  see  ^nij,,.  ujmn 
their  joiiriu'vs.  The  ili_hi-  in  the  Sj.rin-- 
of  tiie  vear  are  doiihth  -  •  verv  IOHLT.  a-,  t  he 
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birds  which  are  killed  immediately  after  their 
arrival  are  invariably  thin  and  weak.  The 
wind  which  they  come  by  is  southerly  ;  thus  one 
would  be  led  to  suppose  that  the  instinct  of  mi- 
gration is  produced  by  excessive  heat,  which 
causes  game  to  travel  in  the  opposite  direction 
from  whence  the  inconveniently  high  temperature 
appears  to  originate.  However,  in  Autumn,  tin- 
car,  se  is  reversed,  for  cold  exercises  the  same  in- 
fluence as  warmth  did  earlier  in  the  season.  Not 
only  in  America,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
will  these  be  found  to  be  the  reasons  that  the 
feathered  families  have  for  making  their  periodical 
journeys.  As  one  instance,  1  may  mention  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  quails  from  the  souther;] 
shores  of  Europe  and  the  Islands  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, as  these  birds  are  so  well  known  by  every 
sportsman  and  traveller  who  visits  those  parts  of 
the  world. 

On  my  first  day's  experience  of  snipe-shooting, 
on  the  occasion  previously  adverted  to,  the  bird> 
were  chielly  conlined  to  those  low-lying  grounds 
on  the  edges  of  the  sloughs,  where  the  surface' 
was huminocky.  ISetween  these  excrescences  was 

c  2 


a  ronsiderahle  amount  ot'  cover,  hidim:  a  \vut, 
Mack,  slimy  mud,  \vhicli  I  should  judire  admiral ily 
adapted  for  liorin.:.  ir  \\a.s  e\Mdent,  from  the 
reluctance  tin-  pi  me  evinced  airainst  taking  \\in.u', 
aii'l  tip1  shortness  oi'  their  flights  \\ln.-n  on  the 
win^,  lM:lt  'I'1'  hirds  were  >:ill'ci-in.L;'  from  tin- 
lai  iu'iii'  I'l.-Mih  ini;-  iVom  a  loii.u1  and  ardnou>  i"iinn-y. 
In  tin1  viciniiy  of  a  n/trcat  when- a  wair^on 
MMi'k  lord  I'd  one  of  tin:  swails,  and  \\h-T"  the 
surlacc  \va>.  partirularly  >olt  and  >lo-diy.  tin-  >ni|n- 
were  in  such  aliimdance  that  \vithin  the  space  of 
a  fe\v  acres  an  eilonnolls  liau'  could  have  lieeii 
made;  ho\ve\t-r.  not  tindinu;  the  liird>  in  pun  I 
condition,  I  satisfied  myself  \\iih  hall-a-doxeii 
c  i  i|»!c,  and  \velit  to  a  lavoiirhi1  ^tand  to  \\aleli  for 
•,\ild  lo\\l.  I  he  evenini:'  \va-  too  calm  and  warm 
In  -uii  my  purpiKe  well,  for  when  <uch  i-  ih.-  ea>e 
i  ii  i.  are  lat'-r  in  fniniii^'  mi  their  l^e-lin-  Li'i'oiinds. 
an-i  evince  ciinsideralile  shyiiexs  in  ajiproachiim' 
them.  \e\erthcless,  I  ohtained  several  -Imls, 

and    u'lien   I   had    \<  >    cease    -i tin  _.  ,'  r.  ''u    \\t<-    in- 

er.-asc  of' darkness,  the  liruadl>ills  \\i-re  arriving  in 
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lu-re  with  a  stauncheon  gun,  used  from  a  punt, 
lor  L  have  seen  the  water  so  covered  with  wild 
fowl  that  it  appeared  impossible  for  one  more 
duck  to  crowd  itself  into  a  position  among  its 
fellows. 

Next  day  I  again  Avent  in  search  of  snipe. 
Fresh  arrivals  had  doubtless  taken  place,  for 
without  any  apparent  diminution  in  their  num- 
bers, they  were  scattered  over  a  much  wider 
extent  of  range — particularly  the  damp,  low-lying 
ground  on  which  stunted  persimmon  bushes  grew. 
These  shrubs  afford  admirable  cover  for  such 
game,  and  as  their  height  seldom  exceeds  three 
feet,  they  do  not  in  the  least  interfere  with  the 
shooting;  in  fact,  the'  only  objection  that  can  In- 
urged  against  them  is  that  they  add  considerably 
to  the  difficulty  in  finding  the  wounded  and 
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Woman's  Tti^li's — Specimen  of  Ameriean  Ixiietorie  <>n  the 
Negative  side  of  tin.1  Q:iei-ti<>n —  [ulin  Stuart  Mil!  —  Law  nf 
Pivoree  in  Iiidi;in;i — I'aint'ul  Cast — An  Anieriean  Sarah 
(lump — Treatment  of  Canine  Pi-ea-i — Cau-e  and  ('are  of 
Man:_'e — Ki'nni'1  Management — fi-rsfi'p/'ciida  rnu'it  omiitn. 

Ix    the    neighbouring    ttnvn     I    have   lieurd    iln; 
ninst  amusing' and  bitter  (k'nunci;ition  nf  wumen's 

riglit.>.  Tlif  spL-akcr  i>  a  \\cll  kimwu  sluin]) 
urator  \vlin  has  worked  liiii!>rl!'  im<>  noturirty 
lliroilgb  liis  t'ol'ec  nf  drliv-.Tv  and  liitti-niess  u]' 
langnaL:'!-.  In  \\\\>  nriglibiiiirlioMil  women's  rights 
lia\c  brdi  strongly  and  numerously  advoeatcd. 
and  so  jiojiular  lias  iln-  extension  in  females  «\' 
i-oiial  politieal  ]iri\  il'-gcs  witli  tin-  sterni-r  sex 
liccome,  that  it  really  retjnired  a  very  bi'avi-  man 
in  rise  iiji  aiimiiL;-  a  lari:'''  ilildii.'lice  "I'  in''n  and 
women,  all  antagonistic  in  feelings  tu  the  speaker. 
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But  the  harangue  was  equal  to  tho  occasion. 
Hisses  and  groans  were  alike  disregarded,  and 
by  sheer  determination  alone  lie  forced  his 
audience  to  listen  to  him.  He  neither  treated 
the  subject  gently,  nor  was  any  fear  to  express 
his  mind  for  a  moment  evinced,  till  so  great  was 
the  indignation  of  the  listeners  that  the  whole 
affair  threatened  to  terminate  in  a  free  fight. 
If  such,  had  taken  place,  the  orator  must  have 
got  severely  handled,  as  F  heard  several  of  the 
gentler  sex  express  a  determination  to  comb  his 
wig,  or  scratch  his  eyes  out.  before  they  were 
done  with  him.  I  append  a  specimen  of  the  Rhe- 
toric. 

"Few  will  dispute  the  fact  that  a  bad  woman 
is  worse  than  a  bad  man,  and,  if  any  have  the  in- 
clination to  do  so,  let  them  visit  our  prisons  and 
police  courts,  or  cast  a  careful  glance  at  the  rum- 
besotted  caricatures  of  the  sex  which  are  often  to 
be  seen  staggering  through  the  public  streets. 
There  is  a  certain  circle  marked  by  society,  and, 
so  long  as  women  keep  within  it.  they  are  very 
careful  of  their  characters  ;  but  once  let  them  step 
outside  of  it,  and  thev  become  more  thoroughly 
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reckless  tlian  men  ever  become.  Moreover,  in 
connection  with  this  mom!  argument,  the  verv 
p'Ttincnt  question  suiri:es!s  itself: — Were  the  wo- 
men who  liave  wielded  power  and  ruled  the  des- 
tinies oi  nation.-,  eminent  for  anv  superior  excel- 
lence of  moral  character  ?  Was  the  liery  ( 'leu pat ra, 
who  would  ruin  her  kingdom  for  an  .Antony,  a 
desirable  rulei',  or  any  of  the  following  noteil 
females  of  history  ;  Theodora,  the  courtesan  of 
the  Circus  in  Constantinople,  afterwards  Em- 
press of  Rome :  Catharine,  of  Russia,  a  prost  it  ute  : 
Kli/abeth  IVtrovna.  a  woman  indill'erent  to  every- 
thing else  except  the  indulgence  of  her  passions  : 
Catharine  II.  of  Russia,  satirixed  by  Carlyle  as 
•a  kind  nf  she  Louis  X  I  \  .  who  shrank  from  no 
'•rime,  not  even  the  murder  oi  IHT  husband,  and 
v  ho  always  had  a  paramour  as  an  officer  < if  state  ; 
(k)U'M-n  .Mary  of  Knu'land.  who  earii'-d  I  or  hei-self  the 
title  of  •  l.londx  :'  Klixali.-th,  •  C,0od  (v)ueen  Bess,' 
a  foolish  coijiii-Ue.  \\dio  toyed  \\ilh  subject  after 
-ubject,  and  enc.  iiiraired  the  attentions  of  tin: 
|iro||i--ate  Marl  of  Leicester,  after  h"  had  so  con- 
veniently  disposed  of  hi-  wile— Amy  Robsart  — 
and  whose  inordinate  \  an  it  y  and  paroxysms  of  pas- 
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sion  made  her  ridiculous;  Catharine  de' Medici, 
authoress  of  the  massacre  of  St  Bartholomew's 
Day;  Madame  Pompadour,  the  capricious  mistress 

and  ruler  of  Louis  X\  ,  whose  splendid  vices  cost 
France  about  36,000,000  livres ;  Isabella,  consort 
of  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  who  helped  to  estab- 
lish the  Spanish  Inquisition  ;  Marie  Antoinette 
who  by  her  childish  frivolity  hastened  a  bloody 
revolution  ;  Anne,  of  England,  a  virtuous  and 
conscientious  woman,  but  so  weak  in  character 
that  she  was  governed  by  a  subject,  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough.  Maria  Theresa,  Empress  of  Ger- 
many, a  resolute,  masculine  character,  thoroughly 
competent  to  govern,  shines  brilliantly  when  com- 
trasted  with  her  compeers,  but  this  exception 
serves  rather  to  illustrate  the  rule  than  anything 
else.  Very  likely  many  will  object  to  this  histori- 
cal comparison,  and  say  that  it  is  unfair  to  coin- 
pare  the  women  of  the  present  with  any  of  those 
potentates  of  the  past.  Well,  so  be  it,  and  let 
the  deposed  Isabella  of  Spain  answer  their  objec- 
tion, or,  that  good  woman  but  weak  <[iieen, 
Victoria,  who  has  neglected  all  state  duties 
because  of  a  morbid  <rricf." 
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Hen-  tin-  uproar  became  so  serious  that  it  was 
impossible  for  tin-  speaker  to  IK:  further  heard, 
while  the  rush  that  was  made  to  the  platform  <>n 
which  he  stood,  admonished  him  that  lie  had 
better  depart  while  lie  could  do  so  uninterruptedly. 
Consequently  he  vanished  through  the  opening 
in  his  real-,  not  that  I  believe  fear  had  aught  to 
do  with  his  ret  ireineiit. 

The  rattle  of  wheels  outside  informed  me  that 
the  orator  had  prudently  determined  to  place  dis- 
tance between  himself  and  the  excited  blue 
stockings.  What  a  favourite  would  .John  Stuart 
Mill  be  here!  Hut  1  suppose  he  gets  too  much 
petted  at  home  to  be  induced  to  come  abroad  to 
receive  such  at  tent  ii  ins. 

From  my  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and 
from  the  immense  inlluence  v.  Inch  ladies  wield 
over  their  husbands  in  political  matters,  1 
>hoi;ld  tea  l1  that  this  brave  denouncer  of 
Woman's  rights  had  for  ever  ruined  himself  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public,  and  by  his  de- 
nouncement of  the  f;iir  sex  put  a  stop  to  all  his 
advancement  in  public  li fc. 

In  the  State  of  Indiana  any  person  can  obtain 
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a  divorce,  after  six  weeks'  residence  in  it,  pro- 
vided, when  the  case  is  called  for  hearing,  there 
is  no  respondent,  or  the  charges  on  which  it  is 
sought  are  proved  against  the  defendant.  The 
result  of  this  is  that  strangers  come  from  far  and 
near  to  have  the  matrimonial  tie  unfastened  ;  and 
the  professional  men  who  devote  their  time  and 
talents  to  this  line  of  their  profession,  invariably 
amass  large  fortunes.  As  might  he  expected,  it 
not  unfrequently  occurs  that  great  injustice  is 
done  to  innocent  persons,  in  consequence  of  the 
responsibility  of  the,  tie  of  the  Church  being 
viewed  in  so  unimportant  a  light  that  it  can  be 
broken  at  any  moment,  and  on  the  most  frivolous 
pretext.  Let  me  add,  however,  in  justice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  that  they  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  their  privilege  in  equal  proportion 
to  the  number  of  visitors  who  come  from  other 
States,  and  that  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
where  the  inhabitants  have  had  recourse  to  it,  the 
parties  have  been  representatives  of  the  lowest 
classes.  [  believe,  however,  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  State  Legislation  to  pass  such  laws  as  will 
much  curtail  the  facilities  which  have  previously 
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existed  fur  the  dissolution  <>f  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony. In  a  ne\v  country,  society  is  on  such  an 
unstable  basis,  and  the  precursors  of  civili/.ation 
are  so  frequently  persons  of  the  lowest  standing, 
that  abuses  are  certain  tn  occur,  but  they  are 
sure  tn  be  eradicated  as  soon  a^  the  propi-r- 
thinkinir  and  educated  classes  u'ain  the  ascen- 
dency. 

American  women  have  l"iii:;  been  accredited 
with  more  than  the  usual  capability  of  defending 
their  riirhts  ;  and  there  are  ample  grounds  tor  be- 
lievini:  that  the  character  which  has  been  at- 
trilnit'-d  tu  them  in  thi»  i'e>]iect  is  curi'ect,  as  cases 
freijueiitly  occur  tn  prove.  It  i<  imt  always,  lm\v- 
ever.  hy  their  own  hands  that  their  wnm.:^  are 

avenged,   but    b\-   thuse  (if    I'elatiiMis  or   iVieinls.      A 

painful    instance    is   here   appended    fmm    the  >'/. 

I. OH  I. -i       I  lllll,<. 

"Samuel  \  an  Xnrden  has  for  nearly  a  year 
Mcciipieil  apartments  with  hi>  family  in  the  third 
story  of  a  brick  block  on  ('ass  Avenue,  and  until 
very  recently  nothing  lias  been  observed  by  the 
neiirhh,  >uix  \vhich  \\ould  indicati'  a  lack  of  har- 
rnonv  or  p'lieral  satisfaction  in  the  domestic  re  la- 
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tions.  Van  Xorden  has  been  married  before,  and 
in  speaking  of  liis  former  wife  frequently  men- 
tioned the  cause  of  her  decease.  By  this  first 
wife  lie  has  two  children  living,  one  of  whom,  a 
boy  of  thirteen  years,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
present  family.  In  some  way,  however,  the  sus- 
picions of  the  last  wife  were  aroused,  and  a  few 
davs  ago,  when  she  was  informed  by  the  little 
boy  that  his  futh'T  had  written  to  Xew  York,  she 
gave  orders  to  the  letter-carrier  to  have  all  letters 
left  at  the  house  instead  of  the  shop.  ]}y 
this  means  she  intercepted  a  letter  written 
by  Van  Xorden's  New  York  wife  to  their 
joint  husband.  Concealing  her  information,  she 
visited  an  attorney,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  and  placet)  the  matter  in  his  hands.  On 
Thursday  evening  her  husband  called  for  her  at 
the  house  of  a  friend,  and  they  walked  home 
quietly  together,  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  As 
soon,  however,  as  they  entered  thi-ir  rooms,  lie 
turned  upon  her  and  demanded  the  letter,  of 
which,  it  seems,  he  had  obtained  some  knowledge. 
She  refused  to  comply  with  his  request,  or  tell 
him  anything,  whereupon  he  knocked  her  down, 
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with  her  Lain'  in  her  anus,  and  otherwise  mal- 
treated her.  Then,  takinir  his  razor,  he  proceeded 
to  cut  into  shreds  valuahle  dresses  and  clothing 

\vhieli  she  had  purchased  \vi;h  money  that  be- 
loii::vd  to  her  hefun-  her  marriap'.  The  neigh- 
bours were  aroused  1>\-  her  screams,  and  a  lariv 
crowd  collected  in  the  vicinity.  An  ollicer  ap- 
pearing shortly  al'ter.  the  man  was  arrested 
and  taken  to  the  Third  iHstrict  station  on  a 
charge  of  disturbing  the  peace.  The  case  was 
brought  uj»  in  court,  and  continued  for  several 
days. 

"Van  Xorden,  upon  punin,Lr  hN  liberty,  went 
buck  lo  the  house  and  found  the  roums  uiioc- 
cujikd.  !ii<  wife  liavin^'  .^one  to  a  neighbour's  for 
tear  c.f  I'urthei-  injury.  lie  at  once  In -pin  to  take 
up  tiie  carpets  and  jiut  tlie  furniture  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  taken  awav.  and  while  thu-  en^'au'ed 
alone  in  tin-  rooms,  the  father  of  the  misused  wife 
was  seen  in  enter  the  house.  From  the  injured 
man's  statement  it  seems  that  the  father,  \\lmse 
name  is  ,h.hn  Irvine,  and  who  lives  in  Mast  Si. 
Louis,  entered  the  roniii  where  \  an  Norden  was 
at  work,  and  said:  -'Here  vou  are,  ih'ii.'  or 
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something  similar,  and  without  another  word 
raised  his  pistol  and  fired  two  shots,  both  of 
which  took  effect.  Van  Xorden  cried:  'Don't, 
for  God's  sake,'  and  rushed  to  the  door  to  escape. 
lie  first  ran  out  into  the  passage  and  then  turned 
and  started  down  stairs.  This  brought  him  face 
to  face  with  the  old  man,  who  had  started  after 
him.  Irvine  then  iired  a  third  shot,  the  ball 
graxing  Van  Xorden.  The  wounded  man  ran 
down  both  flights  of  stairs  out  into  the  street, 
and  nearly  a  block  up  ('ass  Avenue,  finally  taking 
refuge  in  a  blacksmith's  shop  near  Sixteenth. 
Street. 

"Irvine  followed  him  down  stairs  out  on  the 
street,  and  then  down  an  alley,  and  ran  across 
some  vacant  lots  to  the  .Mullanphy  Home,  thence 
making  his  way  rapidly  to  the  river,  and  cross- 
ing at  the  Venice  ferry.  Van  Xorden  imme- 
diately sat  down  on  a  trestle,  after  entering  tin- 
shop,  and  was  soon  taken  with  fainting  fits  and 
vomiting  of  blood.  Dr.  Katon  was  called,  and 
upon  a  hasty  examination  it  was  found  that  one 
ball  had  penetrated  tin,-  chest,  and  apparently 
lodired  in  the  lunu's.  The  other  ball  had  entered 


the  ahdonien  a  little  to  tin.-  ri_rht  (if  the  centre 
ainl  passed  thronirh  the  liody.  minim:  out.  pro- 
bahly,  just  below  the  kidneys.  A  carriage  was 
at  once  secured,  and  the  sull'erer  Taken  to  the 
hospital.  I  ]ion  examination  there,  tin.-  snrireons 
pive  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  man  cannot  pos_ 
sihly  I'eci  i\vr.  and  thai  hi-  death  illicit  be  expected 
at  an  v  nil  iineiit . 

"Not     Ion--    after     the    time    when    Mrs.   \  an 

Noi'den,  as  slie  MlJ'poseil  hel'Sell'  to  he,  vi-ited 
the  attorney  \\ith  the  intercepted  letter,  a  search 
\Viis  instituted  ainoii^  the  records  of  V.K^l  St. 
Louis  to  si-e  \\liethcr  her  marriap1  was  recorded. 
\o  trace  of  such  a  record  con  Id  In-  found,  and  it 
was  discovered  that  the  ceivmoliN  had  Ix-en  pi-r- 

i'oi'ined  i'V  some  va^'ahoiid  shystei'  without  any 
authority  whatever.  A-  <nn\\  as  the  news  ol'this 
don  hie  disgrace  cam  •  to  the  tat  h-'i-  of  tj:.-  \vroirjed 
woman,  he  hecanie  vei'y  mncli  ex.'ii.-d  ••]],\  started 
lor  St.  Lonis.  \\  hile  on  hi-  \\  av  to  the  h,  ,\\<>- 

lie      called      on      Some      friellds       talked       aholtt       his 

!es.  and  said  he  wa-  _'"iiu  il]i  to  x,-..  ahont 
it.  Strong  ell'orts  were  made  i  ,  di-^:;ail«-  him 
iVoin  his  purpose,  which  had  the  apparent  ellV-ct 
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of  calming  him  down,  but  lie  soon  slipped  out 
unnoticed  and  made  his  way  to  the  scene  of  the 
tragedy.  Yesterday  afternoon  officers  were  de- 
spatched to  East  St.  Louis  in  search  of  him,  when 
it  was  found  that  lie  lived  just  east  of  the  first 
toll-gate  on  the  Collinsville  road.  lie  had  bc'-n 
there  and  told  his  wife  the  particulars  of  the 
occurrence,  and  said  he  was  going  away  to  stay 
until  he  learned  how  the  wounds  resulted,  l>ut 
affirmed  that  he  would  ultimately  give  himself  up 
to  the  authorities.  He  is  a  man  of  about  six  (Vet 
in  height,  with  dark  hair  and  thin  brown  chiii 
whiskers.  He  was  still  at  large  up  to  a  late 
hour  last  night.  The  sham  ceremony  was  per- 
formed six  years  ago.  and  all  this  time  the  parties 
have  been  living  together  amicably,  although 
the  husband's  character  has  not  been  above 
reproach.  Van  Nordeu  was  a  boss-carpenter  and 
stair-builder,  and  had  some  property  in  tin- 
upper  part  of  the  city.  The  family  li\\-d 
in  good  style,  and  were  generally  looked  up 
to  as  exceptionally  free  from  domestic  differ- 
ences." 

There  is  a  superior  description  nf  Sarah  (Janu> 

VOL.   II.  D 
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••  inT-y  and  force.  i'f  character,  ^lorii's  in  th<- 
non-pnssc»ion  of  any  feminine  weaknesses. 
ahvays  'll'ussi.-s  in  a  coi-tUMie  that  rejireseiits  tin- 
l;i>hi'>n>  of  a  liieilia'Val  JiiTe.  alpi  is  tin-  ftjar  and 
aversion  nf  all  the  male  ]•  •]•  ;!at  'MII  iliat  have 
-ri-n  thirty  MiiuiuL-r>,  and  are  imi  yet  eiit.  n-d 
into  tin1  liuiids  nj1  in  itriinony.  She  has  aUu  ihi- 
rrjiutatiun  of  lieiu-1  aliuosl  uliiijuitotis,  turnin-'  \i\> 
at  all  [daces  and  times  when  lea-t  expected: 
and  whether  the  asseinMy  that  she,  thus  1111- 
in\  ited,  t  hrn-i  s  her.-  1  i  iijmn  he  rich  nr  jn  H  -r. 
illiterate  or  ediu'ated,  -in-.  \>\  \'irtne  ot  a  ri-'M. 
i  IP'  nri-'in  \\  Inch  no  one  ean  irlh  as>nines  to  h-  r- 


•nine  principal  l>i"_:_ar.  more  especially  in  lli*^, 
•  I  -  i:.  which  the  ipliet  eloipicnce  ot  curates  fa il.- 
induce  the  ridi  tu(ip''it  th> -ir  p!ii><'->t rin^s.  Then 
•;'-••  .  hi  i\\  e\  el\  '  hat  \\  >uid  li"t  s<n  i!ii-r  !'c~p-  inn 
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to  the  clergyman's  calls  for  charily  than  suffer 
themselves  to  be  interviewed  and  bullied  by 
this  strong-minded  specimen  of  the  weaker 
sex. 

]\Iy  landlord  is  a  good  fellow,  but  has  ,-i 
tendency  to  keep  the  .strings  of  his  purse,  which 
holds  his  dollars  and  cents,  very  ligbjly  drawn. 
lie  thoroughly  believes  that  charity  begins  at 
home,  and  that  most  persons  owe  the  low  state 
of  their  finances  either  to  indolence  or  idleness. 
The  curate  had  called  one  morning  at  our  resi- 
dence, and  had  failed  to  extract  a  subscription  for 
some  unfortunate  refugees  from  the  south,  who  had 
found  their  way  into  the  town  in  a  fearful  state 
of  penury.  In  addition  to  his  dislike  io  parting 
with  money,  there  was  another  reason  which 
kept  his  purse  closed.  My  landlord,  although 
he  had  the  sense  to  keep  it.  to  himself,  was  a 
thorough  Southern  sympathiser,  and.  believed 
that  every  man  born  south  of  Ma^m  and  Dixou\ 
line,  \\ho  deserted  his  country  in  the  day  of  her 
tribulation,  deserved  any  fate,  no  mailer  how 
severe.  The  curate  had  been  gone  some  hours, 
and  my  friend  was  chuckling  over  his  success 

l)   •> 
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in    having     successfully    escaped     the     ungenial 

ohli^rat inn  of  putting  his  hand  into  his  pocket, 
when  a  very  masculine  rap  was  heard  at  the 
door  of  nil r  sininir-roi  iiu.  It  \vas  after  dinner, 
and  the  decanters  were  on  the  tal'le,  while  we 
were  pleasantly  smoking  nur  pipes. 

Tin,1  hniir  was  sn  late  that  no  i>nr  cmild  lie 
cxpi.'ct'.'il  to  disturb  our  ease,  exccpl  some  nt'  the 
farm-servants  to  obtain  instmetinns  tor  the 
LT'hdanco  of  the  next  da\~'s  labour,  "\\ith  a 
stentorian  voice,  tliorelore,  he  called  nut.  "Conn.1 
in,"  and  to  his  disgust  ;ind  mine,  there  entered  the 
terror  oi  all  the  single  men  in  the  vieinitv.  An\ 
otlier  ladv  would  have  <ent  her  name  up  brf. >iv 
coinin.iT  so  far  on  the  premises,  but  thi-  wnrthv 
wuiiiai)  was  too  well  ai'ijuainteil  \\'ith  linesse  in 
pin-sue  such  a  course  fearing  slir  niijrht  have 
been  told  that  ii'i  one  \viis  at  home.  »r  ih:it  the 
object  df  her  visit  wa<  enirap-d  ,,n  pressing  pri\-;tte 
all'airs  which  reTidej-eil  him  unable  to  ''Tan!  anv 
one  an  interview.  M  \  landlord.  ho\ve\-er.  was 
e  irnered.  and  he  kneu-  it.  but  was  r'-ol\ed  not 
i  i  M  rike  hi>  llaii'  until  c,  imjielli'd. 

I'h'j  objeei    of   the    ladv's    visit,    was  not  stated 
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until  she  had  been  requested  to  take  something 
both  hot  and  strong,  which  was  declined.  AVhen 
she  did  apply  herself  to  her  task,  her  tongue 
wagged  most  fluently.  "There  was  no  account- 
ing,'' she  said,  "  for  the  utter  want  of  charity 
some  persons  possessed,  although  they  professed 
to  be  members  of  the  Church,  ^'as  it  nut  a 
disgrace  that  a  stranger  (meaning  me)  should 
subscribe  to  a  home  charity,  when  a  citizen  of 
the  great  licpublic  would  not  do  so.  Such  con- 
duct, however,  was  only  what  she  expected 
from  a  man  of  his  years  (forty-five),  who  had 
never  been  able  to  hink  his  selfish  feelings,  and 
take1  unto  himself  a  wile.'' 

My  friend  attempted  to  respond,  but  it  was  no 
use,  for  not  a  word  could  he  get  in  edge-ways  or 
otherwise.  At  length,  losing  all  patience,  he 
exclaimed, 

".Madam,  if  you  have  a  brother  send  him  t" 
me,  and  I  will  be  able  to  settle  this  diffi- 
culty." 

The  lady  responded.  "If  I  had  a  brother,  Sir, 
do  you  suppose  1  would  trust  this  sacred  duty 
in  the  hands  of  one  of  your  sex?  ^o.  Sir,  I 


would  not  ;  for  ho.  as  well  as  von,  would  douht- 
less  he  incapable  of  performing  those  duties 
which  require  mind  and  decision  of  character." 
For  moi'c-  than  an  hour  she  held  forth,  one 
moment  aru'uin--  and  at  another  uphrnidinir,  till, 
in  his  ardent  desire  to  terminate  the  interview, 
my  eomp;  nioii  paid  up  under  protest.  AS  our 
visitor  I-  'ft  tlii.-  rooiii.  which  she  did  u]">n  mv 
re(pie>tili;j;  her  to  have  a  j^lass  of  snini'tliili^ 
stron.;-.  she  wound  up  hy  saying.  "She  was  not 
done  with  my  host  yd.  for  she  .-should  feel  it 
her  duty  to  look  out  for  a  partner  tor  him.  not 
one  of  your  snips  of  inrls  which  old  fools  were 
always  ninninir  after  ;  hut  one  of  mure  mature 
vears,  who  would  iinhne  him  with  some  o|  the 
milk  o|  human  kindness,  mid  teach  him  his  duty 
i  '  iwanls  his  frll,  iw-meii." 

The    river,     havinir    a.^ain     sul'sided    into    iis 


r  canne,  as  ct-asci  to  e  "oi  >mn;_r.  as 
till-  people  here  call  it  \\  hell  out  ot'  il  -  hanks. 
1  in-  di'l  !!'i-  a  nd  wa  -h  which  '  i  has  Icll  In-hind 
;_:'iv'-s  the  landscape  a  mo-i  winti'v  look,  hut 
i  lii>  desolate  a:  ijiearancc  will  \\«\  loisu'  remain. 
liis  reiuse  acts  as  a  mo-t  i'o\verful  manure 
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and  causes  the  vegetation,  in  the  course  of  Spring. 
to  burst  fortli  much  earlier  than  it  otherwise 
would.  Mosquitoes,  however,  have  made  their 
appearance,  their  presence  being  accounted  for 
by  the  late  overflow.  They  are  riot  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  however  to  be  very  trouble- 
some. 

I  am  convinced  that  my  favourite  bitch  has 
caught  mange.  Hitherto  my  dogs  have  been  so 
very  free  from  all  such  ailments,  that  I  feel  cer- 
tain it  is  to  be  attributed  to  contagion,  more 
(.'.specially  as  I  always  pay  extreme  attention  to 
cleanliness  in  my  kennel. 

The  majority  of  works  that  treat  upon  tin- 
dog  assert  that  this  repulsive  disease  has  several 
species  or  varieties;  for  myself,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  sufficiently  skilled  to  pronounce  an  opinion, 
and  therefore  will  onlv  write,  of  the  two  different 
kinds  that  have  come  under  my  own  notice,  ft  is 
not  my  intention,  however  to  write  a  long  and 
scientific  essay  on  this  subject,  but  simply  to 
give  my  brother  sportsmen  the  benefit  of  my 
lengthened  experience.  I  believe  that,  with- 
out great  scientific  attainments,  any  pel-son. 
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\vith  due  care  and  attention,  ran  keep  a 
kennel  healthy,  unless  he  should  have  the 
misiort line  to  grt  diseased  stock  among  his  fa- 
vourites. 

.Mange  is  undoubtedly  contracted  l»y  had  feed- 
ing, neglect,  tilth,  or  want  of  cleanliness,  unless 
in  cases  ot  conta_ion.  and  so  thoroughly  am  I 
convinced  of  this  that,  were  I  to  visit  a  kennel. 
whomsoever  it  might  belong  to.  and  tind  that  his 
animals  were  aftlicted  with  this  disgusting  disease, 
I  should  at  once  pronounce  him  to  lie  no  sports- 
man, in  the'  proper  acceptation  of  the  word, 
always  provided  it  had  not  Keen  engendered  as 
1  believe  in  the  piv>ent  case.  A  very  worthy 
friend  and  devoted  admirer  of  field-sports  used 
to  sav  that  he  would  refuse  an  introduction  io 
any  man,  even  it'  he  were  a  prime  minister,  if 
lie  kept  a  n.ang}'  k''ijin-l.  This  complaint  is 
almost  universal,  thriv  lieing  scarcely  a  hamlet 
or  village  that  ha>  not  one  ..r  mon-  honn-less, 
ina>terles>.  neglecicd,  half-starveil  curs  which 
come  across  us  daily,  an  eye-sore  to  all  humane 
beholders,  and  a  liiii'deii  to  them>elves.  \\hoin  it 
would  be  charitable  to  knock  on  the  head. 
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All  authorities  are  decided  that  this  ailment  is 
caused  by  the  lodgement  of  minute  ammalculse 
under  the  skin,  the  incessant  burrowing  of  which 
causes  intense  irritation.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
it  is  produced  by  contact,  although  occasionally 
it  is  hereditary.  Sometimes,  for  instance,  a 
mangy  slut  will  bear  pups  similarly  affected  :  and 
in  such  cases  as  these  it  is  much  more  difficult  to 
cure  than  in  the  former. 

The  varieties  of  the  complaint  with  which  I 
am  acquainted  are  the  scabby  and  the  red.  The 
former,  which  is  much  the  more  common,  is  less 
violent  in  its  nature,  and  easier  cured.  The 
distinguishing  features  between  the  two  are 
that  in  the  red  mange  the  skin  appears  smooth 
and  polished,  of  an  angry  colour,  with  nearly  entire- 
loss  ofhair,  while  the  scabby  is  white  and  scurvy 
with  small  sores  and  a  frequent  watery  discharge 
from  the  pores  of  the  skin.  In  handling  animals 
thus  afflicted,  you  should  be  careful  to  wash  your 
hands  immediately  afterwards,  as  there  have 
been  numerous  instances  of  human  beings  con- 
tracting this  complaint.  Particular  care  should 
also  be  taken  to  prevent  dogs  so  afflicted  from 
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entering  a  staMe,  as.  from  its  highly  contagious 
nature,  horses  are  very  susceptible  of  its  in- 
fluence, and.  when  it  ha<  gained  headway,  it  is 
very  troublesome  to  cure  ihi-m  of  it.  rendering 
the  animal  verv  unsi^htlv  lor  a  lengthened 
period,  from  the  loss  of  his  hair  in  Mutches  all 
over  the  affected  parts  of  the  carcase.  NYverthc- 
less.  there  are  few  stages  in  \\diich,  with  judi- 
cious  and  careful  treatment,  your  labours  to  effect 
a  cure  \\ill  not  be  ivward'-d  with  success.  The 
desired  end  may  be  slowly  attained,  but  persc- 
vere,  and.  in  nine  instances  out  of  \<  n.  you  will 
be  victorious. 

My  old  friend  Captain  IV.-l.  1st  Iloynl  Rciri- 
ment.  so  we'd  known  as  the  author  of  one  of 
the  most  practical  works  on  kennel  management, 
ha' i  a  j lerfeci  ma  '  securiiiLr  all  kind^  i ,| 

disease-;-!  rickdi  canines  on  which  to  operate  ;  and 
on  one  occasion,  while  r<'-:<!i:u  with  hi:u  at  <Jib- 
rahar,  he  capt  m-ed  a  pointer  slut  so  completely 
cuvered  v.i'h  man.n'e  thai  she  was  disgust inir  to 
!• '  !,  at.  M  uch  i'i  t  he  !i<  >rror  of  hi-  n<  i^hbours, 
who  all  kept  horses  and  do-'s,  he  had  h-M'  tied  up 
in  an  outhouse  in  the  vicinitv.  Th--re  was  much 
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chuckling  at  what  to  all  appeared  an  insane  at- 
tempt to  doctor  a  case  so  Car  gone.  Morning  and 
evening  lie  regularly  attended  to  superintend  and 
see  his  orders  carried  out,  and  success  was  his 
reward  ;  for,  in  two  mouths  after,  he  had  a 
healthy  dog,  which  proved  itself  most  valuable  at 
a  future  date  in  the  field — perseverentia  rind.t 
oninla.  I  have  seldom  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  any  of  my  pets  afllicted  with  this  disorder, 
but  have  frequently  seen  it  treated,  f  have  also, 
on  many  occasions,  advised  friends,  who  sup- 
posed that  I  had  more  skill  and  knowledge  than 
they  possessed  themselves,  and  in  every  instance 
success  followed  my  efforts.  1  will  here  append 
the  recipes  1  use. 

Red  M'timje. — Hub  your  dog  well  with  mer- 
curial ointment,  but  great  care  must  be  taken 
to  prevent  his  getting  cold,  as  in  that  case  you 
will  probably  lose  him.  On  the  first  appearance 
of  the  disease.,  smearing  only  the  affected  parts 
will  sulHce.  1'owdered  aloes  should  be  mixed 
with  the  ointment,  to  prevent  the  animal  licking 
iself. 

>y    Manf/(\  -   Mix     brimstone    finely     pow- 
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tiered  with  lions'  lard,  in  equal  proportions;  rub 
your  patient  with  this  unguent  daily  for  from 
six  to  ten  days,  at  the  same  time  adminis- 
tering some  opening  medicine.  Another  cure 
which  I  have  found  excellent  is  :  —  sulphur,  two 
ounces:  aloes,  two  drachms:  mercurial  oinlnirnt. 
two  drachms;  lions'  lard,  four  ounces.  Let  all 
be  mixed  well  together,  and  nil)  the  patient  with 
it  once  daily  for  a  week. 

In  making  use  of  either  of  the  above  recipes 
in  which  mercury  is  used  — although  aloes  have 
been  added  to  prevent  the  dog  licking  himself 
it  would  be  as  well  to  place  a  still'  leather  stock 
upon  his  neck,  siilliciently  long  to  reach  from  the 
shoulders  to  the  ears. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

An  Ex-Pugilist— A  Pretty  Daughter  and  licr  Suitors— A  -Mili- 
tary Hero — Single-Stick — A  Challenge  accepted  for  me 
without,  my  Knowledge — Conditions  of  the  Contest — A  Kit, 
a  very  Palpable  Hit — A  Eight' — Commencement  of  the 
Fishing  Season — Fish  caught  in  the  Wabash  and  its  Tribu- 
taries— Sensation  Articles. 

IN  a  neighbouring  town  lives  an  Englishman, 
proprietor  of  a  public-house,  whom  L  have 
previously  mentioned.  In  early  youth,  before 
coining  across  tlie  Atlantic,  he  had  figured  as  a 
pugilist  and  dog-fancier,  and,  although  no\v  well 
advauevd  in  years,  is  so  handy  with  his  niaulies, 
that  it  wotdd  take  more  than  an  average  amateur 
to  give  him  a  drubbing.  01'  course  he  is  loud  of 
the  art  in  which  he  excels,  and  in  his  cups  holds 
forth  to  an  attentive,  crowd  on  the  deeds  of 
prowess  he  has  performed  in  days  gone  by.  He 
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has  taken  a  wonderful  fancv  to  me,  and  when 
I  vi>it  liiin  there  is  nothim_r  in  his  house  that  i< 
not  at  inv  service.  In  iae{.  so  determined  is  his 
hospitality,  thai  I  had  ultimately  to  inform  him 
dial  I  would  eea-e  to  lie  his  visitor,  unless  he 

permit  ted  me  to  pay  UiV  score.  "With  such  a 
host,  is  it  to  lie  wondered  at  that  all  who  love 
field-sports  or  ex<vl  in  the  practice  of  them, 
make  his  hostelry  a  house  of  call  .'  If  the 
champion  of  the  1'.  R.  himself  were  passing  this 
way.  he  doubtless  would  liud  time  to  pay  a  vi>it 
to  this  not  at  all  unworthy  representative  of  the 
1'rilish  nation,  for  I  must  state  that  he  is  held 
in  eqiiallv  favoiiralile  repute  l>v  parson,  niau'is- 
t  rah  ,  I  radesnian,  and  t  ramj). 

lie  has  also  a  Mushing  luiNom  lass  for  a 
daughter,  \\hoseairi1  is  ni't  far  olf  twenty  sum- 
mers, and  the  fame  of  whose  beauty  has  been 
eireiilat'-d  far  and  wide.  Manx  a  swain  \\ho 
di'ops  in  to  see  the  old  man  and  taste  his  irood 
cheer,  has  also  an  eve  to  his  daughter,  in  whose 
pmd  -races  he  tries  to  estaMish  Iiirnst  If.  The 
voun-  lad\".  who  lias  i,,,|  yet  made  any  selection, 
or  shown  anv  in'el'erence.  ha-  abundance  of 
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suitors  the  number  daily  increasing,  and  \viih 
tlivnii  the  business  of  her  father's  establishment. 
Although  I  have  no  designs  in  this  quarter,  it 
would  lie  lolly  not  to  confess  that  my  horse's 
head  \vas  not  oftener  guided  towards  her  father's 
inn  than  if  she  had  been  less  attractive  would 
have  been  the  ease. 

Among  the  various  suitors  is  a  ci-<lccaiit  cor- 
poral of  one  of  our  own  regiments  of  Light 
Dragoons,  now  a,  major  in  the  American  Volun- 
teer Sen  i<v.  Jle  is  a  splendid  representative  of 
the  swash-buckler  type,  and  never  loses  an  op- 
portunity of  descanting  on  the  numerous  deeds 
of  prowess  he  lius  performed.  That  he  is  pluck 
personified  there  can  be  no  doubt,  for  in  his 
possession  are  documents  from  state  authorities 
recognising  in  strong  terms  the  value  of  his 
services.  Still  he  is  a  tremendous  boaster,  and 
blows  his  own  horn  with  such,  energy  that  the 
nervous  listen  trembling  to  the  narrative  of  his 
exploits.  With  all  these  advantages,  however, 
he  cannot  carry  by  assault  the  heart  of  his 
countrywoman.  All  overtures  heretofore  have  been 
successfully  repulsed,  and  disappointment  has 
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soured      his      temper     and     made     him     a     nui- 
sance. 

One  of  his  numerous  ideas  is  that  he  is  the 
best  swordsman  that  ever  drew  a  sabre.  It' brute 
strength  were  suilicieiit  to  make  him  so.  then 
he  undoubtedly  ou-ht  to  ex<vl  all  competitors. 
The  better  to  carry  out  his  love  affair  he  had 
taken  up  his  residence  at  the  tavern  ;  but  having 
quarrelled  with  several  of  the  ex-pugilist's  best 
patrniis,  and  made  himself  obnoxious  to  them, 
that  wortliv  had  detei'mined  to  p_-j  rid  of  him  at, 
anv  price.  ( )ne  evening  the  major  in  his  cups 
was  enlaririnL:  upon  his  scientific  attainments  in 
the  use  of  single-stick,  and  when  declaring  he 

Could  brat  the  whoh-  World,  the  host  stopped 
him  with  tin-  inquiry  if  fur  a  mailer  of  a  lew 
dollar-  he  would  like  a  boiii  with  a  friend  of  hi.-, 
\vho  sometimes  paid  him  a  vi-it.  Money  beinj^ 
evident lv  abundant  wiih  both,  a  hundred  dollars 
a  side  wa-  soon  deposited  iii  the  safe  keeping  of 
a  tru>tworthy  stakeholder. 

No\V    \\llu    do   YOU  thillk   had    beell    Selected    by  Old 

Boiiifaer  to  do  battle  fir  his  dollar-  .'  I.  no 
other  than  I  !  and  that  without  a^kiir_r  the  simple 
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mid  proper  question,  whether  I  \vas 
There  was  an  indifference  to  my  feelings  in  the 
affair,  and  a  confidence  in  my  ability  to  serve 
him  that  were  truly  delightful.  The  result,  it 
is  true,  might  be  to  him  the  loss  of  a  few  dollars. 
That  was  nothing.  On  me  it  might  entail  a 
broken  head  or  a  few  bruises.  That  was  even 
less.  Single-sticks  were  accordingly  got  ready, 
and  the  forthcoming  contest  was  eagerly  dis- 
cussed by  the  chosen  few  to  whom  the  secret  was 
confided.  Xot  a  whisper,  however,  in  reference 
to  the  matter  had  floated  to  my  car.  and  1  wa< 
perfeetly  unconscious  of  the  nu'l>'-e  in  which  I  was 
bound  to  figure  so  prominently  the  da}'  after  the 
bets  were  made. 

Tired  and  thirsty  from  a  long  and  unsuccessful 
deer-hunt.  I  one  day  galloped  up  to  the  hotel  or 
tavern,  with  the  hopes  of  there  refreshing  the 
inward-man.  The  sharp  notes  from  my  pony's 
hoofs  called  out  the  daughter  and  groom.  'IV 
the  latter  1  handed  my  trusty  steed,  while  to  tin 
former  I  proffered  a  kiss  as  soon  as  we  were 
sufficiently  past  the  entrance  of  the  house  to  be 
out  of  the  sight  of  witnesses.  UM-H-.  (or  su-'li 

VOL..  n.  K 
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was  her  name.  \vas  a  jolly  i^ir!  to  kiss,  possessing 
lull  pouting  lips  of  tin- colour  of  tin-  llower  after 
\vhich  she  was  named.  I  fear  I  lingered  too  Ion- 

ill     tile    enjoyment     of     tin-      llixnry,      for      wllell       I 

tunicil  round    I    fmiiiil  myself  in    the  presence  ol 

the    liiv-<-aiiT.    whose  look    plainly    expressed   a 

\\ish  in  L;'i\'i-  nil-  such  a  liracc  of  shakes  as  he 
-ilone  couhl  Lrivt'. 

If     I      liM'l      heell     eail-'llt       i'Y        l]]e       -'i  ^'el'lior.       a> 

IIO.M-'S  fathei1  \vas  generally  tleiiominated.  I  most 
i-ertainlv  siiniiM  have  feh  al>a*-he<l.  luit  the  inter- 
niptioii  of  this  iinknowii  animal  raihei-  irritutetl 
me.  Sd  I  released  the  huiirh'm:!  irirl's  •waist,  and 

looked    as    I     fell,     llie    insulted    lliail.        Although    \\e 

eoiiiVoiiti-d  each  other  foj-  several  seconds,  not 
a  \\onl  was  spoken  on  either  side.  At 
length  \\lii-ilinu'.  "The  Lair.l  of  ( 'oek-pen,''  I 

Ill'Ushed     ]i;t-i     the      felloW    and      eUtel'ed      \  he    . <,,//,'-,,- 

uiiiniii'i', 

Mine  ho-t  welcomed  me  with  mon-  than  his 
Usual  warmth,  and  while  \ve  \\viv  dis'eii-siii--  jh,. 
various  incidents  conin'cti'd  \\-ith  my  unsuccessful 
hunt,  the  ex-corporal  of  l>r;ijoons  (-ntercil  the 
room,  took  a  seat,  and  at  e\"rv  oppon  unit  v  e\'ed 
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UK.-  \vitli  optics  the  light  of  which  resembled 
that  of  the  green-eyed  monster.  Friend  aft'T 
friend  dropped  in,  and  although  every  sulije<'t 
of  conversation  was  brought  on  the  ?(?/>/*,  not 
one  broached  the  anticipated  bout  of  single-stick, 
and  thus  I  chaffed  and  laughed,  ininiivnt  <>f  any 
knowledge  of  the  storm  that  was  brewing.  At 
h-ngth  Boniface,  called  over  the  antagonist  whom 
my  friends  desired  to  pit  me  against,  and  making 
some  trifling  apology,  introduced  us  to  each 
oilier,  for  previously  I  had  never  met  him.  AY  • 
bowed,  and  it  was  evident  there'  was  no  love  lo^i 
between  us.  Our  host,  addressing  himself  t •> 
my  opponent,  said, 

"This  is  the  gentleman  that  you  have  heard 
me  mention  as  a  proficient  in  single-stick."  To 
this  the  major  raised  his  cap,  and  expressed 
himself  highly  gratified  in  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  one  who  was  conversant  with  so  nohlr 
a  science,  adding,  almost  in  the  words  of  Colonel 
Ihunas,  •' that  such  being  the  case  it  was  a 
guarantee  of  my  gentility."  Bowing  in  re- 
turn for  so  handsome  a  compliment,  1  retired  to 
enjoy  my  lunch,  of  which  I  was  in  wondrous  need. 

K  2 
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At  length.  \vlicii  my  UK-ill  was  almost  finished, 
the  landlord  joined  me,  and  in  a  eaivless  way 
informed  me  that  he  and  several  of  my  friends 
wished  nir  in  ITOHS  siicks  with  the  gentleman  i» 
whom  he  had  jn-4  introduced  me.  I  urged.  a> 
an  exeuse,  th;it  sticks  eonld  DI >t.  lie  obtained. 
•'They  are  already  provided."  he  said.  I  was 
urged  so  miicli  that,  after  exhausting  every 
excuse  1  eould  think  of.  I  po>iiivelv  refused  to 
aet  any  part  in  the  matter,  and  for  a  time  it 
appeared  to  drop.  The  Major  drank  frequently 
and  deeply,  and  his  voiee,  while  talking 
with  his  friends.  liecame  so  violent  that  it 
was  apparent  h<-  was  not  in  the  K-st  of 
humours. 

\\heii  preparing  to  take  my  departure,  he 
crossed  the  ri'om  and  aildre^sed  himsell  to  me. 
"Surely."  he  -aid.  "you  are  not  alraid  to  gratify 
so  many  in  their  desire  to  see  us  fence.  1'ossiMy 
vou  do  not  consider  me  your  eipial  in  stiinding. 
and  will  not  so  lar  honour  me  as  to  meet  me  in 
a  trieiidlv  lioin.  oi-  were  you  only  j.ikiu^-  in  tin- 
mattei',  and  actualh  knew  nothing  of  the  snli- 
jeet  you  professed  a  knowledge  of.'"  When 
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commencing  his  remarks  lie  was  cool  and 
collected,  but  as  he  proceeded  he  became  more 
excited,  till  at  the  end  no  one  could  avoid  seeing 
that  he  was  displeased.  None  of  the  spectators 
could  see  suilicient  grounds  for  my  objection, 
and  therefore  thought  that  I.  was  undeserving'  of 
sympathy. 

When  in  the  army.  I  was  so  proficient  in 
single-sticki'encing  that  I  constantly  practised  it, 
and  so  far  excelled,  in  the  exercise  that  it  was 
seldom  I  got  beaten.  ?dy  success  had  made  mo 
partial  to  the  sport,  lint  that  was  several  years  ago, 
and  now  1  feared  I  might  be  very  rusty  and  have 
lost  all  that  flexibility  of  the.  wrist  so  necessary 
to  an  expert.  I  could  nut  stand  this  badgering, 
however,  and  from  want  of  decision  actually 
consented  to  act  in  opposition  to  my  true  feelings 


hailed   with    applause,  and    T    at   once   rose    fifty 
percent  in  the  estimation  of  all  present. 

The  preliminaries  Avert;  arranged.  The  host 
was  to  be  umpire,  and  a  covered  skittle-alley  the 
battle-field.  The  stick'  that  was  handed  mo  was 
a  splendid  piece  of  rock  elm,  as  tough  a.-,  a  withe 
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and  as  lidit  as  a  feather — just  such  as  the 
most  fastidious  would  select  to  make;  nice  play 
with. 

lVf"iv  commencing  work,  it  was  decided  that. 
whenever  cither  _ot  touched,  ho  was  to  drop  his 
stick  as  an  acknowledgment,  and  that  whoever 
received  the  lir.--l  three  cuts  was  to  he  deemed 
the  loser.  If  either  lost  his  temper,  the  contest 
was  to  cease,  and  the  ollendcr  to  he.  declared 


It  was  cvideiil  that  the  Maj»r.  who  had  drunk 
iiuch,  did  not  ajtpear  under  advantageous 
cireum.stanccs,  as  the  is>iu-  pro\-cd.  To  fed  m\' 
lor  L  ]. laced  myself  on  tlie  defensive,  while  he 
adopted  tin.1  very  policy  ilia!  was  calculated  to 
do  him  injury.  In  a  few  moments  1  knew  the 
calihre  o|  my  man.  and  it  was  lar  Irom  IKMIILC  so 
iiiirh  as  I  had  anticipated.  So  n  cliance  occur- 
rin;j\  1  struck  iVom  Iieiieath  iijiwards.  and  touched 
his  elliow.  It  certainly  was  a  very  liirht  touch, 
hill  sufficient.  !!'•  iv-l'usi-il,  hnwever,  to  ;ie]-no\v- 
l.-d^c  that  my  stick  had  ,-'ot  limi  e.  The  di.-puled 
p'lim  was  waived,  and  we  cummi-nct-d  a-j'ain. 
N'  \t  ;  ime  1  in \vardlv  deji  rmined.  in  order  to 
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prevent  any  doubts,  to  employ  suih'cient  force. 
Three  or  four  successful  guards  were  then  exe- 
cuted by  me,  when  I  obtained  a  chance,  and  laid 
in  a  tolerable;  upper-cut  over  the  lower  portion  ol 
the  sword-arm.  Feeling  himself  overweighted, 
or  burning  with  passion  at  the  blow,  his  anger 
augmented  with  the  fumes  of  the  spirit  he  had 
drunk,  and  he  rushed  at  me.  The  blows  became 
fast  and  furious,  and  in  quick  succession  every 
point  had  to  be  guarded.  But  I  retained  my 
presence  of  mind,  and  determined  not  to  balk 
his  fancy.  He  overreached  himself  in  endeavour- 
ing to  strike  my  leg,  and  1  gave  him  a.  reminder 
down  the  back  of  the  head  and  shoulders.  In  a 
fury  he  hurled  his  stick  to  the  winds,  and 
doubling  his  fists  he  made  for  me.  [  had  no 
fancy  for  such  a  contest,  but  apparently  could 
not  avoid  it.  The  ex-pugilist,  however,  came  in 
between  us.  My  late  antagonist  did  not  for  an 
instant  appear  to  regret  the  interference,  but 
rushed  at  his  foe  like  a  fury.  After  a  pass  or 
two,  he  got  one  on  the  nob;  in  lad.  the  old  man 
played  with  him  for  several  minutes  with- 
out receiving  a  scratch.  The  belligerents  were 
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then  separated  l>y  the  spectators,  and  it  is  almost 
needless  to  add  that  the  Major  the  day  after 
left  the  neighbourhood,  and  not  in  company  \vith 
the  bunny  li< ise. 

'The  lishin.u'  season  having  now  fairly  coin- 
nieneed,  I  made  my  '/<'/•/(!  with  irivat  success — 
tor  I  doulit  nmeli  if  anv  man  could  lie  fount! 
strong' enough  to  carrv  the  produce  of  niv  day's 


can  lie  employed  here  successfully,  unless  when 
anirliii;:1  for  Mack  bass,  and  even  then  tish  do  not 
appeal1  to  rise  as  readily  to  the  lly  in  the  Wahash 
as  they  do  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  Kast- 
tern  Xew  York. 

The  iish  nio>t  frequently  caught  in  the  wafers 
and  tributaries  n|  tin-  \\al>a-h  are  liiiil'alo  ti^h, 
Mack  bass.  r<>ck  bass,  pike-perch,  and  yellow 
pei-eli.  The  lir.st  of  these  (i>ui'!'alo  li-h)  i>  a  In  e 
carp,  and  .irrows  io  an  enormous  si/.e.  Scan-dy 
any  siirprix-  i>  exjiri'ssed  when  one  of  the  \vi-i-hl 
o]  thirtv  or  even  fortv  jiounds  i.-,  captured.  Their 
ha.bit^  are  vcrv  peciilial1.  Thev  appear  in  and 
disappear  from  waters  in  the  mo>i  invsti-rious 
manner.  I  ha\'e  never  heard  aiiy  explanation  of 
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the  cause  of  these  migrations,  but  should  imagine 
they  might  be  attributed  to  change  of  tempera- 
ture and  the  approach  of  the  breeding  season. 
In  early  Spring,  when  the  rivers  overflow  their 
banks  from  the  breaking  up  of  ice  and  the  melt- 
ing of  sno\v,  these  iish  appear  in  immense  num- 
bers, forcing  their  way  forward,  even  when  there 
is  barely  room  to  swim,  with  the  advance  waters 
of  the  threatening  inundation.  Talk  of  herrings 
in  a  cask,  to  express  numbers,  the  aiinifc  is 
equally  applicable  when  speaking  of  this  western 
irruption  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Wabasli. 

l>(it  the  moment  the  tide  turns  and  the  flood 
commences  to  ebb,  with  one  accord,  like  a  terror- 
stricken  army,  they  flv  for  the  deeper  waters  of  the 
parent  stream.  Sloughs  and  ponds  are  reached 
by  these  annual  inundations  of  neighbouring 
rivers  ;  and  into  these  many  straggling  buffalo 
fish  find  their  way.  They  can  be  seen  in  them 
every  calm  morning  or  evening,  enjoying  the 
luxury  of  the  sun's  rays  when  they  have  not  the 
fierce  glow  of  mid-dav.  As  an  article  ol  human 
food  they  are  excellent,  and  may  be  served  up. 
cooked  in  almost  endless  wavs,  vet  alwavs 
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palatable.  Unfortunately,  however,  they  are 
"I  little  or  no  value  to  tin.-  sport-man,  as  it 
is  extremely  seldom  that  they  can  be  captured 
with  hook  and  line. 

Many  pei'Muis  imagine  that  these  carp,  after  l!ie 
manner  of  salni"n.  annually  pay  a  visit  to  the 
sea.  I'd'!!!  observation  and  impiiry  I  a.m  in- 
ciilli'd  1i)  believe;  Sllell  tn  1  >e  thu  rase.  TileV 

miu'ht  he  calli'd.  ii"!  impi'nperlv,  the  salninii  i,f 
the  Mississippi.  Siich  a  name,  however.  \v.  >uld 
ncvi-r  he  ]iojiiilar  amnii":  our  countrymen,  for  we 
are  in  tin-  habit  "i  associating  in  our  minds 
with  the  AM'fd  salmon  all  that  is  irame,  bri^'hr. 
and  bi-aut  it'ul  in  shape. 

The    next    inhabitant    <>f  the    \Vahash     I    ha\e 

named    i,    the    !,];„•!<  ba-^s.      I    will    I,,, IT  u-   a   .1.- 

sei'iption  of  it   iVom  Mr.  llo-eveldt.   an  authoi-  \\lio 

i-  no   mean    am  h'  ';"ii  y    on    -\\c\\    subject^.     "  i'his 

!i.-h    ha<    '  '          ieiililie  es.     ,vliil<'   it 

can    scan-civ    !»•    said    to    have       •         di>t  inetivc 

p>  ipuhir  one.      Ha--,    i-iiln-i    ;d  r   wii  h    ^»i\\<- 

itional    aj.pellal  i'  'ii.      i-    apj.li<-d     \>\     comiii'iii 

c     to    almost     t  he    i-nt  ire     '  :i.i!  •/     (in 

Amei'i       .         i  iiiifi  la-   L''reai    a 
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loss  for  appropriate  nomenclature  or  accurate 
distinctions.  Tin-re  are  probably  several  species 
classed  under  the  same  name  as  this  fish,  and  it 
dilfers  greatly  in  colour  and  appearance  according 
to  its  food,  water,  or  locality. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  all  lish,  and  more  es- 
pecially trout,  change  their  hues  according  to 
the  colour  of  the  "water  they  inhabit,  or  even 
to  the  light  and  shade  of  their  favourite  haunts. 
It  is  supposed  they  assimilate  to  the  bottom 
where  they  arc  found,  a  provision  of  nature  to 
protect  them  from  their  enemies  in  the  air. 
Unquestionably  those  of  the  species  seen  in  clear 
pellucid  streams  present  a  very  different  appear- 
ance from  those  found  in  muddy  sluggish  brooks. 
Black  bass  are  said  to  possess  the  power  of 
changing  their  colour  at  "will,  as  they  have 
been  known  to  do  so  when  confined  in  a  vessel 
of  water." 

After  the  above  quotation,  the  reader  doubtless 
will  agree  with  me  that  tin-  lish  1  write  of 
is  worthy  of  much  attention,  more  particularly 
when  I.  add  that  it  combines  several  qualities, 
namely,  gameness  when  hooked,  greediness  ol 
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appetite,  and  beauty  of  form.  It  is  at  the  same 
time  highly  esteemed  as  an  article  of  food.  I  will 
quote  further  from  the  author  previously  alluded 
to. 

"They  will  take  minnows,  shiners,  grass- 
hoppers, frogs,  \vorms.  or  almo-t  anything  else 
that  can  be  called  bait.  Th'-y  may  be  lis^-d  for 
"with  good  stout  tackle,  gut  leaders,  a  p'el,  and 
an  ordinary  bass  (bait)  rod.  in  the  same  manner 
as  fish  are  generally  captured  by  hoys  and 
blockheads.'  The  \vriter  is  a  uTeat  proficient 
in  trout-fishing,  and  an  advocate  for  the  use  of 
the  lightest  and  most  delicate  tackle. 

"In  June  they  affect  the  grassy  bottom,  in 
water  ten  or  fifteen  feet  deep,  but  as  ihe  season 
ad\ances  thev  resort  io  the  rockv  shoals  and 
rapid  currents,  where  the\  arc  taken  on  and 
alter  the  middle  "f  July  bv  sportsmen  with  the 
fly." 

Although  the  author  had  the  black  bass  of  tin1 
north  under  his  observation  when  wrbing  this, 
his  remarks  equally  apply  to  the  li>h  of  the 
\\ab.ash  the  average  Weigh!  of  which  is  abollt 

three  pounds,  the  verv  larvv>t  haivlv  reaching  li\'e. 
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[uclependeiit  oi'  the  natural  bait  which  these 
iish  take  lively,  a  small  trolling'  spoon,  slightly 
sunk  beneath  the  surface,  has  been  often  found 
a  most  killing  lure,  more  so  even  than  the 
artificial  fly,  which  is  frequently  used  with  good 
effect. 

The  rock  bass  is  an  entirely  different  species 
from  the  black  bass,  although  frequently  con- 
founded with  it.  It  is  a  free  feeder,  and  not 
without  considerable  gamcness.  Its  weight 
seldom  exceeds  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  As 
an  article  of  fond  it  much  resembles  our  English 
perch. 

The  pike-perch,  which  comes  next,  is  a, 
splendid  iish  to  look  at,  and  capital  upon  the 
table,  but  the  most  arrant  cur  that  ever  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  captured  with  a  lunik. 
These  iish  being  peculiar  to  the  rivers  of  this 
part  of  the  Western  Continent,  much  contro- 
versy has  been  provoked  regarding  their  origin, 
many  asserting  that  they  art,'  a  hybrid  produced 
by  the  interbreeding  of  pike  and  perch,  \\hat 
has  given  birth  to  this  supposition  I  cannot  tell, 
for  there  is  not  the  slightest  resemblance  between 
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this  tish  ami  the  two  varieties  mentioned. 
The  pike-perch  is  frequently  called  the  Ohio 
salmon,  and  I  have  heard  persons  sav  that  it 
was  identical  with  the  »ulmo  *<//<!)•;  but  this  is 
an  erroneous  assertion,  and  could  only  lie  ad- 
vanced by  persons  incapable  ot'  offering  an 
opinion.  In  \\  inter  they  perfectly  swarm  under- 
neath  the  rapids  situated  at  .Mount  Carmel.  when 
they  take  the  l>ait  freely.  In  Summer  they 
entirely  disappear,  and  are  supposed  to  go  to 
the  sea.  Their  average  weight  is  ahout  ten 
pounds. 

This  species  must  not  lie  confounded  with  a 
similar  li-di  frequently  taken  below  the  falls  at 
Louisville,  which  seldom  exceeds  a  pound  in 
weight. 

The  yellow  perch,  tin'  last  on  the  list,  is  a 
splendid  lish  to  lonk  at.  and  that  is  his  (,niy 
good  quality.  lie  is  credited  with  the  possession 
of  a  most  voracious  appetite.  Sometime.-,  the 
\ello\v  perch  are  so  numerous  that  ii  is  impos- 
sible Intake  other  iish.  as  they  seize  the  bait 
the  moment  it  touches  the  water.  In  si/e  thcv 
vary  much,  according  to  situation,  but  it  is 
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no  iiiH'onmion  tiling  to  find  them  turn  tlic  scale 
al  lil'ieen  pounds. 

The  hnvs  against  scandal  do  not  appear  to 
be  enforced  in  America  with  the  same  vigour 
as  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  it  may  he  that 
the  people  in  the  former  fear  consequences  less, 
and  thus  become  more  reckless.  The  conse- 
quence- is  that  the  public  papers  constantly 
print  the  most  glaring  mis-statements  of 
circumstances,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  pub- 
INh  the  most  flagrant  libels  upon  those  to 
^'hom  they  are  politically  or  personally  op- 
posed. 

Kveiits  which  should  be  kept  secret,  because1 
from  their  nature  they  have  a  tendency  to 
debauch  the  minds  of  young  and  inexperienced 
persons,  are  openly  detailed  in  their  newspapers. 
The  authorities  should  consider  it  a  duly  t<> 
use  all  their  power  to  suppress  what  are  hen- 
called  sensation  articles  ;  as  they  are  calculated 
to  sew  seed  in  the  minds  of  the  innocent, 
certain  to  ripen  in  time  and  produce  the  mu.si 
injurious  fruit.  I  am  reluctant  to  justify  the 
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adverse  fcelinirs  with  which  I  regard  such  pros- 
titution of  tlie  press.  because  it  \vouM  lie  in- 
appropriate in  me  in  select  \\\r  reproduction  an 
example  oi'  those  articles  lor  tin-  publication  of 
which  I  condemn  others. 

In  proof,  however,  thai  my  statement  is  not 
unfounded.  I  select  with  due  cnnsiderauon  Inr 
the  morals  of  the  ivadiim'  puMic.  the  fulluwin^ 
example,  extracted  tn>m  one  of  the  A\  estern 
prrii  idicals  : 

"Those  at  all  familiar  \vit  h  St.  <  'harles  Street 
are  aware  ihat  in  one  .>!'  its  public  n^orts  a  man 
meets  a  straiip-  mixtui''.1  ot  society.  I'he  mimic 
stniiv,  tin-  sonu'  and  ilanci  .  unite  to  make  the  rosy 
liours  u'o  l'\"  \vitii  living  i'ect  -  and  the  charms  n| 
eonvivialii  v  are  imt  \viihoiil  th<-ir  attractions. 
'1  lie  tirst  lloi  >r  N  d,i-  voted  to  tlie  jniniaiure  tlp-at  i'e  : 


tie  se 

itiipularlv    calle  i     •  ;i    u  ine-i'ooin.         in    ilii--    la-i- 

naiued  place,  ii-'iallx.   \ei-y    -~i-\,i'}     p-irticN    ar-    a  — 

sellllill.'d.         (  !e!ll  L'lir-M    \\  ii  il      j  i].'t  j|i  >i",    •    |  illJ'-e^    lil'-e) 

:  !ieiT  tin;  ra  liant  nymph<  of  t  he   -.',;_       t  iie  star> 
remnant  of  t  lie    little    theat  iv.      .\    r      .1  i    taMr   in 
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tlie  centre  of  the  room  is  covered  with  glasses 
and  decanters  of  \vines;  and  those  whose  tastes 
incline  them  that  way  '  drink  with  the  fair 
damsels  who  abide  therein/  and  are  merry. 

u  Into  this  apartment,  Wednesday  night,  was 
ushered  a  police  Commissioner — a  fat  and  jolly- 
looking  fellow,  as  rosy  as  Bacchus  himself,  and 
known  among  his  intimate  friends  as  "Bobby." 
Evidently  the  atmosphere  of  the  place  was  con- 
genial to  him.  and  for  the  nonce  he  laid  aside  the 
dignitv  of  official  station  and  became  a  thorough 
bacchanal.  The  generous  wine  inclined  his  heart 
to  dalliance,  and  the  smiles  of  the  bewitching 
SYIVHS  almost  made  him  believe  that  he  had 
stumbled  on  ^Johammed's  paradise:  so  strange  a 
fascination  did  these  dark-eyed,  golden-haired 
houris  exert  upon  his  tender  police  heart.  Never 
in  his  life  had  he  met  with  a  scene  so  en- 
chanting. 

The  wine  (lowed  in  brimming  glasses,  and  \\l\\i 
each  libation  tin,1  official  toasted  a  radiant  di- 
vinity. But  ambrosial  nectar,  when  taken  in 
too  great  quantities,  affected  the  standing  of 

VOL.    II.  F 


00  FOOLISH    STORY. 

Olympian  .Itipiter.  ami  champagne  was  equally 
potent  "with  our  convivial  ollicial.  His  eyes 
lu-piii  ti>  as.Mime  a  leeri^h  snri  uf  jollity  thai 
showt'l  lie  was  fast  approaching  that  eon- 
iliiiiin  in  which  he  woii'M  he  foiinil  "ill  l"r 

1  reasi  n.     stratap  in.    aii'l      spoil."       Hi>    eonipli- 

s     p-ew    more     profuse     as      his     utterance 

eln^^Vil,    ;ni'l    at     last    the     sttinly    disciplinarian 

•     pnlice    hecame     as    sul'l     a    wooer    as    \\a^ 

Tniiiui    vdtitli    who    U-iruili-'l    the    hi'i'ie    n[' 


"<>!;,.     friiiale.    however,    more    than     tin-     res!, 

to    exercise   a    patent    inlliieiiee   over  the 

;.      She    was,    thin    a  i  nl    a  uvular,   it    i>    true. 

-  ,;.ij     her     HOM>     \vas     feil.    l'i:|     th'.'se     [>ecnliarit  ie? 

ii;t-l    in    the    passion    ot     the   ( 'nininis-ioiier. 

•/,    her   t  h.i'i  n:;_'li    a    haxi  •  ol    champagne,   aii'l 

>i  c    1.    ik.-tl    hi    him    as    nnii    m     a-  iliccan 

Vi   IIIH. 

••  •  \Yilt     thoii    kiss    me  .;'     li>jieil    ill.-    inaiiilliii 

. 
••  •  >ii\'      ii:-ii'_'h  mil  v      a  '       ha  li  •: 
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"And  again  tlie   chtunparpie   *>/iile  stole   invit- 
ingly across  the  Commissioner's  lace. 

"'You  <lo  not  know  me,'  he  said;  *  1    can  liavc- 
this    house    arrested,    ru.' 
dungeon.      I'm    po\ver. 


pease  his  oliivia!  yisiv 

"•  '  My  dear  sir.'  h 
shall  kiss  you.  it  i 
pi-ay,  sir,  pan'un  lit- 
the  honotii1  that  you  * 

"'Well,  that's  al 
know  I  can  have  her 

i;  Oh,  \vs,  sir,  slio 
t luit  fact.' 

"  '  \  on  sav  she's  \\ 

"  'Oh,  yes,  sir; 

"'Well,  then,  Klic 
said  the  nuuuJin  Ao 

"  And  she  did.'' 


me  for  my  mother,' 


\\'iih  such  trash  all  th<  papers  abound.  I  do 
not  mean  to  sav  that  in  the  al>o\v  extract  there 
is  not,  a  ha^is  D|'  truth  In  \\nrk  upun.  l.mt  the 
H'lViiter  poriiiin  is  I'vidcnth  exaggeration. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

Indian  Corn — Broom  Corn — A  Warning— Snares  anil  Am- 
buscades—A Visitor  from  Cincinnati — A  Day's  Pishing — 
Splendid  Capture — Kseape  of  a  Pike — Water-Vipers- — Pre- 
parations for  t'.ie  Tobacco  Cn>n — I'roliln  :irisin«_r  from  tlic 
Cuiturt'  of  Tobacco — .\  Promi.-ing  Speculation — .Denuding 
Land  of  Timber— Ploughing  —  Planting  and  Topping  To- 
bacco. 

A  BUSY  season  lias  now  commenced,  plou^liin^ 
and  planting  arc  the  order  of  the  day,  and  even 
available  hand  is  employed.  Maize  or  Indian 
corn  l>ein;_r  a  staple  here,  and  not  cultivated  at 
home,  1  shall  endeavour  to  describe  the  proems 
of  their  cultivation. 

Late  and  early  frosts  l>eiii'_r  IVeipieiii  in  Kn- 
,u']aiid,  and  the  evenings  in  Summer  lieinu'  des- 
titute o!' a  he;it  almost  trojiical  in  \\>  intensity, 
•jve  do  not  s.ucceeil  in  cullivatiii"'  Indian  corn. 


n 


There   is.   however.   ii"    IIHMV   useful    irrain   to    I"1 

l'(>Ul]d     Oil    the    faCC   <d'  ti          finite,     i!      iiriliu;    equally 

^uitvd    I'd!-   fond     f,,r    inaii     ami  Kast.       In    the 

1'nited  Stairs  i;    is    a  ;  vouriie    crop,  and    in    the 

southern      portion     ol'  IM.moi.-  ami     Imliaiia     I 

helievt'     ii     is     cultiva  •,•<]    \\li\\  LrivatiT     success 

:  han  ilsev  •  ,  ••  •  •,  ;  AiiK-ricaii  <•'  -n- 
tiiiciit. 

In  the  nei^hlniiii  'iv  !  an,  living,    it    is 

DII  Illicniiiiiini!  '  hi'!'/  tu  lili'l  1  !ii-  <t  raw  li'll  i  >r 
twelve  feet  l'ii,u'.  \vhilc  the  en!)  is  net  rarely 
lift  cell  inches  iVnm  shoulder  lo  j:oint,  ;md  I  ha\f 
I'eeii  intorined  thai  instaiires  arc  not  u-antin.u' 
\vheiv  oiie  hiin'iiv-d  !ui>i!i-l>  of  mai/e  have  been 
'a.ken  i  iff  an  ;i 

Tip-  cult  ivation  "f   1  ii'li.i.n  cm  n    i-  not  diilicuh  . 

and    is   cniiduetcd    ;i!'ii-r    the    I'  il  h  <\\'\  n  n;    nianiM-r. 

The    soil    i-.    in    iln-    lir-1    ;  I,  ee,     well    plnu-h<  d. 

and  llien  '•niss-jiloii-'hrd,   so  as   t»   di\id<-    il    int<> 

iiillocks  al"  'Ul   I  lire.-  I'oH  aj'iirt.    in  each    ol'   \vhieh 

in-  deposited  iVom   ihr-'r  to    five   Drains  ot    maixe. 

\\lr-n  lli-'  -rain    has   ^'rown    to   an    allitudc   nf   a 

Lj'i'i  iiind    i<    auain  ploughed    or 

I.   in         I  T    l"    thruw    the   <•>!!    Better   around 


CULTIVATION  OF  .MAIZE.  <  I 

1  he  plants,  as  well  as  to  keep  down  the  weeds 
which,  if  the  field  is  neglected,  are  certain  tu 
spring  up  in  great  profusion,  and  by  absorbing 
a  large  portion  of  the  nutriment  of  the  ground. 
materially  injure  the  coming  crop  of  maize.  In 
early  days,  if  frost  occurs,  the  tender  plants  art- 
sure  to  suffer  much  damage  ;  but  when  the  warm 
days  and  nights  of  the  American  Summer  set  in 
i hey  are  sale,  and 'the  progress  of  their  growth 
is  something  that  in  the  inexperienced  would 
'•ivate  astonishment.  If  the  Indian  corn  should 
have  become  ripe  by  the  end  of  September,  it  is 
n<>t,  as  a  ride,  gathered  till  tin1  fronts  nf 
.Autumn  have  set  in.  when  the  ears  are  plucked 
from  the  stems,  which  are  left  standing  for 
the  use  of  the,  stock  when  "Winter  has  so 
far  advanced  as  to  destroy  all  other  green 
food. 

Horses,  homed  cattle,  and  hogs  alike  --at 
this  succulent  grain,  and  fatten  on  it.  The  \viid 
animals  derive  a  large  porticii  of  their  support 
from  it.  the  birds  of  the  air  are  partial  to  ii, 
and  man  eats  it  in  i^  irreen  stale  cooked  in 


i  '2  P.ROYVX    rOUX. 

mea!     from     which     luvad      and      porridge     are 
made. 

A  more  beautiful  crop  than  mai/e  is  not  to 
1'c  found  in  any  part  of  the  world.  In  earliest 
Summer  it  is  in  colour  the  most  verdant  irreeii. 
iii  Autumn  the  richest  yellow,  and  when  the 
bree/es  wander  over  its  surface,  while  the  rays  of 
the  hriirht  sun  play  upon  its  feather}'  tops,  it 
appears  lo  change  its  shaile  with  every  move- 
ment. As  the  various  stems  rustle  together. 
they  produce  a  soft  musical  sound  like  the  strains 
that  emanate  from  the  water  of  a  distant  and 
rapid  brook. 

( )ue  variety  of  Indian  corn,  called  •  hn  iwn  corn.' 
doe-,  not  produce  a  cob.  but  a  feathery  tassel 
•  -  red  wil  h  dimillUt  i\e  seeds.  Kr»m  this  plant 
i-  manufactured  the  ordinarv  household  broom 
used  in  the  country  ;  and  a  capital  sweeper  it  is. 
bearing  favourable  comparison  \\iih  the  imple- 
m  -nts  of  an  v  ci  iiint  ry  Used  f  >r  t  he  siine  pur- 

pose. 

A    few   days   a^o    the    peli<v    warned  me  tiiat  a 

rin. L:   which    I    was    in    the    habit    of   uvarin;_r    had 

th'./   ctijiidil}     o|    so    man}    disreputable 


A   W'ARXIXf!.  <-5 

persons  that  they  thought  it  better  thai  1 
should  cease  to  display  it  on  my  linger.  As 
this  ring  was  an  old  favourite,  I  hesitated  to 
follow  their  advice,  not  that  I  cared  for  jewelry, 
quite  the  reverse.  It  had  been  my  custom  for 
some  time  hack  to  come  into  town  of  an  evening, 
about  sunset,  and  return  about  midnight,  but 
soon  alter  receiving  this  information  I  rode  my 
pony  to  the.  bridge,  where  1  tied  him,  and 
left  him  till  I  required  his  services  on  my 
return. 

That  eveiiinu'  1  was  kept  so  much  later  than 
usual  that,  when  I  reached  the  spot  where  my 
mount  had  been  left,  it  possibly  had  passed 
midnight,  and  to  my  surprise  my  nag  was  nut 
to  be  seen.  The  ni.u'hl  was  dark  and  blustery. 
.As  there  were  no  reasons  why  I  should  sleep 
at  my  residence,  [  returned  to  town  and  pas>ed 
the  night  at  the  hotel. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  day  I  niel  llie 
sub-sheriff.  In  conversation  with  him  I  men- 
tioned the  disuppearacce  of  my  horse,  which, 
as  I  had  lirmlv  secured  his  halter.  1  wa^  unable 
to  account  for.  \\ithout  a  moment's  hesitation 


«-l  PUKCATTKiNS    AGAINST    SHU'RISK. 

the  suli-slu-riir  asserted  that  tin-  act  \vas  pn>- 
baltly  cmnmiiti'd  li\  pri'smis  di-Mn>iis  nf  rnlilmii:' 
me,  \vlin  coli>idered  that  on  (not  |  -hoidd  IK' 
less  likely  to  escape-  their  irrasp.  In  iln-  al'ii-r- 
mi'in  I  r>'\ unii'd  to  inv  residence,  \vhcrc.  in  my 
surprise,  I  learned  ihat  tin-  |>»ny  'nail  CHIIH- 
li'iiiu-  at  an  early  hn:;r,  \viiii  ihc  halti-r,  n»t 
trailing'  ainniiL;'  hi<  t'ect.  l>:i!  knnit<''l  lip  in  tin- 
sadille  !HJ\V.  a  CdiivinciiiL;1  pruui'  thai  il  haii  l»vn 
illitinl  I'V  huiiiaii  hands. 

Kor  SOUK.- cvcniu^'^  ai'ter\vard<.  I  did  imt  lea\'(- 
tny  lioini1  at  nielli,  and.  as  i  was  alone,  paid  parti- 
ciilar  at  tent  ii  in  {»  my  fin --arms  so  that  it'  nilt!n.-ry 
were  n.-ally  inteiideil,  I  slmuld  !»•  fully  pi\-parcd 
PI  Li'ive  ih1'  \viinld-lic  pi'i'pi't ratnrs  «\  ihat  crini'- 
a  warm  rcccptimi.  To  inaki' inysrlfdmilily  si-cure 
apiin-^t  siirpi'isi1,  I  placed  mu-  d  tin'  tcrriiTs  in 
1 1n-  hall  a:.d  tn  <\<  my  luvmu-iti-  sri  t«-r  as  watch- 

i  i  111  1          *  1 

I  n-i  1-r.  ii  'in.  N<  >t  hii:'.:.  In  i\\  -\  ••!'.  i  n-ciirr'-d  \'  >  raise 
a  sii-nicinii  ih  LI  -uch  mcasnrrs  \\crc  ii>-iv--ary 
!'.  P|-  [;i\  si'ciirii  v.  Al'iiiil  a  \\  i-i'k  a  f'ti-r  my  IH  u-st- 
had  lii-i-ii  I  ui'iicd  1'  »<->•.  1  •  in  \  iiai  i'  -n 

In  \i-ii    a    ifut k'lnan    and    stfitd    th"    rvciiini:'    at 


OUT    (XV    A    DAKK    XKilTT.  <  •> 

his  house1.  As  heretofore  I  rode  to  the  rail- 
road bridge,  and  secured  my  mount  \vilh  more 
than  usual  attention,  but  on  my  return  lie  \\ as 
again  gone.  As  I  liad  heen  detained  longer  than 
usual  at  my  friend's  residence,  it  appeared  to 
me  more  than  jirobable  that  if  I  returned  to 
town  the  hotel  would  be  closed,  and  there- 
fore, in  preference  to  being  locked  out,  I  re- 
solved to  reach  my  own  dwelling1.  Drawing 
my  revolver  and  cocking  it,  I  pushed  rapidly 
along  the  road,  carefully  avoiding  such  places 
a<  might  harbour  an  assailant. 

The  night  was  very  dark,  and  a  heavy  shower 
which  had  just  fallen  prevented  my  footsteps 
being  heard  by  any  one  distant  more  than  a 
few  paces.  In  due  course  of  time  1  arrived 
at  a  place  where  the  road  was  fringed  with 
timber  and  brush-wood  on  both  sides,  more 
particularly  next  the  river.  Hoih  my  eyes 
and  ears  were  here  of  course,  on  the  i/ui  r//v, 
and  my  linger  touched  a  trigger  that  required 
but  slight  pressure  to  send  forth  a  messenger  oi 
death.  As  I  stole  noiselessly  along,  a  sound 
which  was  indistinct  at  lirst,  but  which  after- 


lit")  IIICIIWAYMKX. 

wards  became  so  audible  tlial  1  plainly  re- 
cognized it  as  the  voice  of  a  inan  arguing  with 
listeners,  struck  upon  my  ear.  I  halted,  and 
placing  my  ear  to  the  ground,  listened.  "Not 
coming,"  I  heard  a  voice  sav,  in  evident  al- 
lusion to  my  delay.  I  I  lien-lore  crossed  the  fence. 
struck  over  the  meadow,  and  reached  my  resi- 
dence in  safety.  Callinir  up  m\'  seryant.  I  dis- 
|)atched  him  fur  Ivllv.  The  plucky  fellow,  with- 
out a  moment's  hesitation,  answered  my  summons. 
\\ith  my  man  and  him  for  companions,  each 
armed  with  a  six-shooter,  I  started  down  the 
road  in  the  opposite  direction,  hoping  to  surprise 
the  ambuscade  which  I  mo>t  thoroughly  believed 
to  he  laid  for  me. 

\Yewere  unsuccessful,  however,  for  although 
We  used  every  preca u  1  i oi ].  oil]-  approach  liecanie 
known,  and  the  supposed  hiu'h\vaymen  heat 
tli'-ii'  reli'eal  to  a  lioat  \\hieh  we  discovered 
through  ihe  darkip'VN  lloatmu  upon  ihe  placid 
lioMim  of  the  river.  Inn  in  \\l:ieli  not  a  single 

li^lire  could  he  d  i  s|  J  n  -M]  i  -  I  ii  •(].  Tlie  oecllpalliS 
Were  dolllilless  Stl'etched  Upon  the  liottolll,  to 

avoid  i  lie  chance  of  heinu;  turned  into  targets. 


VISITOR   FROM   CINCINNATI.  <  7 

I  had  every  reason  to  congratulate  myself  that 
Providence  had,  in  circumstances  of  such  danger, 
taken  me  under  liis  sheltering  wing;  for  the 
men  who  would  have  robbed  me  in  the  silence  of 
night,  would  scarcely  have  hesitated  to  take  mv 
life  with  the  view  of  securing  their  own  safety. 
The  old  adage,  t-  Dead  men  tell  no  tales."  is  as 
well  known  in  America  as  in  other  lands.  As  it 
was  impossible  to  remain  always  tied  to  the 
house,  the  above  warning  made  me  doubly 
particular  in  keeping  my  fire-arms  in  a  lit  state  for 
immediate  use.  Thank  goodness,  however. 
I.  have,  not  yet  been  called  upon  to  use 
them. 

A  visitor  from  Cincinnati,  who  has  been  re- 
siding with  me  for  a  few  days,  bring  anxious 
before  his  return  home  to  enjoy  some  fishin.ir, 
I  despatched  a  waggon  for  a  boat,  as  the  pond 
at  the  back  of  the  farm  was  the  intended  scene  u| 
operations.  Aly  messenger,  after  a  long  search, 
succeeded  in  obtaining  one,  but,  before  it  could 
be  trusted  on  the  water,  hours  had  to  be  spent 
caulking  it,  and  even  then  it  leaked  so  much  that 
an  incessant  baling  had  to  be  kept.  up.  Our 
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l>ait  was  minnow,  <>!'  whirli    \vr   hail    obtained  an 
al'iiiiilanl  supply. 

F»r  the  iir-i  lew  hours,  uniil  the  cool  o! 
ryriiiii_r  set  in.  litilr  sunvss  ivwanlco!  our  eii'orts. 
At  li'iiu'ili.  lin\vcvi-r,  tiir  IIMI  coinniL'iKX'd  to 
iviuark  niir  liaiis.  ainl  tlu-\  ainu-ki-il  thrin  \\iili 


liii!c<   on    the    vi-rj      •       -inking.   iVi  'in    m.-.u'U-cl  in_ 

to   riiij'l •••    our   i-:,!:;,j    ili-h.     At    tin-    liinc   when 

:'     \\as    ii'-arly     i:\liail>U'il,      \vc     ha«l      not 

'.i'i!:_!     aiivi iiinir     O\-IT    >ix    or 


_'-en<  1    of  our     minnow  s,     an-!     \\civ   o in- 

1 ,  ••  <T-S sit  ion   ol'  our    la  hours,    when 

i.-ii.!'  Meiily  ,!i          •  in  .1,  an>l    tin- 

M    hi-<  lii),.    \v;is    -o    si  veiv  that   I  he  r»ii 

'•      -  '     .        .\     '    '  :  I'  the   i'Xelvi-0 

1  1  1  _   •  1          '  ' 

1 1  \v  a  s    a  '      i  u  s    1 1 1  a  1 1 ,   a  1 1 1 1 

: . :  ~  i  :•:  'i  leinenl   was_xi  _;-rai  ;  ,1  .i    I  <-\  er\    n;,  aueiit 

• .      .    ;    .       .  .  •   iijil  iscivi  ion 

'   .  ...  •  .  •.     I .  ••)';"•.  iii   ' h'1 

•.    1  ..-il  i  •::;.'!    !ii     n  ui'l    to    ,-a\'t.'    it 


A    DISAPPOINTMENT.  <J 

iVoin  the  water  lie  left  go  his  rod  with  one  hand, 
and  siiak'lK-d  wildly  at  his  pipe  with  the  other. 
The  jerk  "which  this  movement  produced  upon 
t lie  rod,  recalled  the  fish  to  a  consciousness  of 
the  danger  of  its  position,  and  oil'  it  darted  with 
a  rush,  which  did  not  cease  till  every  yard  of 
line  was  run  off  the  reel,  where  it  parted.  So 
far  neither  of  us  had  seen  the  prey,  and  were 
therefore  ignorant  of  its  species.  I  had  a  sur- 
mise, however,  which  afterwards  turned  out  to  he 
correct. 

A\  ;t!i  disappointment  stamped  on  every  feature 
of  his  face,  and  careless  whether  we  floated  or 
swamped,  my  friend  sat  down  in  the  hot  torn  of 
the  hoat,  and  bemoaned  the  fat:  which  had 
treated  him  so  scurvily.  lie  was  inconsolable. 
No  amo.mt  of  condolence  would  comfort  him. 
Such  a  chance  of  taking  a  leviathan  might  never 
occur  again.  Although  I  might  have  been  of 
the  same  opinion,  I  did  not.  express  my  thought, 
but  endeavoured  to  administer  balm  to  hi* 
wounded  feelings.  AYhiie  thus  engaged  I 
observed,  not  over  lifty  yards  from  our  position, 
the  (loat  mv  companion  had  lost  sailing  alonu 
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the  sur face,  end  mi,  at  such  a  rate  of  velocity 
that  its  rapt  ur<'  in  '>nr  \vjit  iT-ln^ed  l>oat  wmild 
require  an  nuusiiul  ammint  nl  promptitude'  and 
exertion.  ( )iit  \vi.-nt  th;-  nars.  Tin-  seidls  nne 
sees  in  a  Thames  wherry.  <ir  <>n  Imard  a  man-of- 
war's  Imat.  \vnn!d  feel  insulted  if thev  heard  such 
a  name  applied  t<>  l!ie  things  lhat  I  laid  Imld  ol'. 
1 1'.  hdNvever.  \ve  did  imt  mean  ID  _:'ive  up  all 
hnjK-  ul'  overtaking  llie  ll^at,  it  \vas  necessary 
to  einplny  them.  A  heavy  old  lund'erini;'  Imat, 
when  iVee  |'i". 'in  \vater,  i>  not  the  lightest  erat't 
In  handle,  inn  that  in  \vhieh  \ve  \vere  had  imt 
less  ihan  a  font  nf  water  ill  it.  and  it  evineed 
all  evident  telldelie\  to  Him  l!p-ide  dnwii. 

( ira-pinu"  my  nars,    1   _•>]    seated  amidships    at'tt-r 

a   ;.:reat  d'-al    n|'  ii i-  •-  -' ! : „-.   and    with    a    Inn-:   and 

in    pMisnit.      It  ii^-p-d    and 

pulled  lill  I  tliMii-ln  m\  hearl  w.nld  l.;:r-t.  hut 
all  my  e\eri  inn-  did  imi  :  p.  ar  to  1'rin-'  us  an  v 
nearer  tn  ih-'  pri/.e.  '1  hin-x.  hi .\\-i.-vrr.  a'  len^ili 

ilnj.r«iVed,  and  the  pr.i-p.--i  nf  slieee-s  [nuked 
ninfe  pmlial'h-.  \\)f  tin,-  enfk  had  attaelied  itsell' 
tn  sniiie  li-  -a1  in-'  reei Is  v,  hieh  lay  in  its 
traek. 


RIVALRY    OF   ANGLERS.  M 

Losing;  no  time,  I  removed  my  efl'orts,  con- 
vinced that  three  or  four  strokes  would  now  do 
ihe  \vork.  Dipping  my  blade  deep,  I  soon  had 
the  satisfaction  of  shooting  alongside  the  Hoar  : 
but  every  effort  to  catch  it  with  my  gaff  i'ailed, 
and  tired,  disheartened,  and  disgusted.  I  was 
about  to  give  U]i.  when  a  portion  of  the  line  a 
few  yards  above  the  float  was  secured,  and  1 
had  the  satisfaction  of  discovering  that  the  prize 
was  still  attached  to  the  hook.  1  played  the 
lish  vcrv  cautiously,  giving  and  taking  line  a> 
circumstances  suggested.  [  was  not  permitted. 
however,  to  do  this  without  interruption  from 
my  companion,  who  reminded  me  that  the  lish 
was  on  his  hook,  and  that  he  consequently 
should  have  the  honour  of  completing  the 
capture.  If,  however,  I  succeeded  in  securing 
it,  he  should  still  consider  the  lish  hi-,  and  in 
talking  of  the  matter  with  his  friends  should 
not  dream  of  giving  me  any  credit  in  the  ailair. 
I  did  not  care  much  so  that  we  succeeded:  nor  did 
I  attempt  to  argue  with  him.  but  kept  posses- 
sion of  t he  line. 

Ai    length   time   and    strain   operated    so   eilVc- 
\oL.   n.  (.; 


Si'  F.M'Al'K    OK    THK    I'IK'F.. 

1'ially  as  to  reduce  the  strength  of  the  li-li. 
and  inch  liy  inch  I  coaxed  him  nearer  the  sur- 
lare.  O  shades  of  ni-ht  !  \vlia1  a  splendid 
lellow  lie  \vas !  I  will  lint  say  how  Inn-. 
lurause  li-liermen  measuring  with  tin-  rye  are 
never  lii-lievcd.  I  coaxed  the  pike  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  I  mat's  jrunwali1,  which  ii  a]«- 
pl'oached  slowly  and  imv,  iliin_l\'.  A  few  lee! 
more,  and  ii  would  lie  rlusi1  i-linll.Ll'll  to  i:'al!'. 
1  he  iiioinciii  ilnl  n-ijuil'i'd  to  l>e  done  mv  coin- 
|>aiiion  took  the  iin])K'ineiil  into  \\i^  hand,  and 
I  \vhi>jieivd  to  him  a  word  of  caution  that  h<- 
-hoiild  not  lie  in  a  hurrv-  -  luit  \'oii  cainii  >! 
•jet  men  on  such  occasions  to  attend  to  jidvicc. 
!  liMv-ardin-'  all  I  had  >aid.  with  a  hall'  ihru-' 
and  hall'  jerk  he  made  a  scoop  at  the  |i^;. 
and  the  impel  uo>ity  of  hU  i  .  uear!\ 

'     Ipxi/c   I      1  It        -he      took        1          '..   •  .       ,,f 

'.\  ai'-r    i  ivei1    her    -ide,    and     so    ;  •  >•<•'.  lied     1 1,,.     ,  ,j  j-,. 


II-.      the     liooK     IT 

-Uddelll|e>-    of   |i|e    >|  1M  ! )  | . 

'  M'  ci  riir-e.   :  .  and  I  hi, 

Th  •  poi.it-  i  lici     to    the    ea-,c 


WATER-VIPERS.  *;> 

argued  again  and  again,  and  every  time  each 
became  more  positive  in  support  of  his  own 
position.  We  at  length  reached  shore,  drenched 
like  two  water-spaniels,  and  neither  of  us  in  the 
,s \veetest  of  tempers. 

The  variety  and  quantity  of  iish  in  this  pond 
are  great,  and  many  of  them  attain  considerable 
magnitude.  Originally,  no  doubt,  they  came 
from  the  Waba^h.  when  the  country  was  Hooded, 
for  I  do  not  believe  that,  in  a  spot  so  con- 
trai'H/d,  and  containing  so  many  inhabitants, 
spawn  would  ever  be  permitted  to  become  ma- 
ture. 

On  the  side  next  the  high  ground,  where 
Some  alder  bushes  grow  in  the  water,  1  have 
seen  on  a  very  warm  and  bright  day  such 
numbers  of  water-vipers  twined  round  the 
limbs  and  trunks  which  margin  the  pond  thai 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  wade  a  yard 
without  being  within  reach  <>f  one  of  them. 
'1  hc\'  certainly  have  all  the  appearance  of  bring 
venomous,  for  their  heads  are  obtuse,  large,  and 
wide,  while  their  bodies  are  very  >ho;-(  in  pr  >- 
jioriion  to  their  thickness.  The  inhabitanis, 


M  TrHTLKS. 

however,  sav  lliev  arc  harmless.  They  feed 
principallv  on  [}<}\.  fro^s.  and  small  birds.  The 
latter  they  olitain  by  climbini:  to  the  upper 
limbs  of  trees  a  I  hi  n  ibbine;  1 1n-  n<--l  s.  Turtles  also 
;iliouii'l  here,  and  if  a  plank  or  lo^  were  left 
lloatinir  on  the  surface  for  a  few  hours,  every 
vacant  sjtot  upon  its  surface  \vouM  become 
occupied  by  one  of  t  hese  auiph  il'ii. 

The  larL;'''  tui'tlcs  are  excellent  for  th'1  IaM'\ 
but  are  di lliciilt  to  obtain.  Attempting  to  shodt 
them  is  useless,  for  even  supposing  von  drill 
a  hole  t  hrouirh  them,  they  alwavs  inana^e  to 
H'aiiiihi-  bottom,  where  tliev  secrete  themselves. 


form  at   ail    times   an    agreeable   addition    to    tin- 

I'lllXI  IU\ 

i'"i  if  s,  ,u.r  lime  preparations    have    been  makin.r 

for  a   crop   of  lobaceo.       I  Hville    tob;iceo  !    tlios  •     i  ha] 

know  vou  ,-ipj  irecia  te  \  oui-  u  i  >ri  h.      <  M    la  ' 

how  rapidlv  liave    you    incr'-a-    i    in  jiopulari'x,  a 

proof  tha;   the  longer  \  on   are    |<no\\  n  i  he  ]>-••  -  <~\\\ 

be     s-i  id     -  U'a  il!-l     '•.''..     '.  •  i1  •     .;         •       i;  I 
:;iv..iir.      P.nt    1    dar     ;'.v    i'  'ndr-. 

^-IlU'ke    !  !;ejr      pi]""       "'"•''>      ''I  '  •!    -,     d  )/    -.:.•'_,•; 
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day,  into  the  circling'  volumes  of  smoke  they  are 
sending  forth— who  enjoy  the  soothing  influence 
of  the  Nicotian  weed  in  all  its  perfection,  yet  do 
not  know  ho\v  their  favourite  leaf  is  cultivated. 
My  experience  on  the  subject  was  gained  prac- 
tically, and  although  my  essay  as  a  tobacco- 
grower  was  not  remarkable  Jbr  success,  still  I 
lielieve  1  learned  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  sup- 
posing that,  it  ever  again  1  should  have  the  same 
facilities  and  desire  to  re-embark  in  a  second 
speculation,  I  should  be  able  to  give  to  the 
world  different  results. 

On  the  farm,  as  I  have  previously  stated,  was 
u  considerable  extent  of  hilly  ground,  which, 
until  the  AYinter.  retained  its  covering  of  virgin 
limber.  Harris,  who  had  become  installed  as 
overseer,  had  spent  all  his  early  days  in  a  portion 
of  Kentucky  where  much  attention  was  devoted 
to  tobacco-culture.  Of  course,  under  such  cir- 
eumMances,  it  may  naturally  be  expected  that 
he  is  accepted  here  as  quite  an  authority  on  this 
subject.  From  observations  he  has  made  in  his 
wanderings  about  the  estate,  he  has  long  conn- 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  never  was  a  farm 


better  suit'-d  f>r  i'a  i  M  n  IT  a  tobacco  crop  than 
my  present  h«mc.  In  hi>  opinion.  Inilian  corn, 
barley,  or  stock  \\ill  never  yield  such  profits  as 
are  to  In.-  deri  vt  d  from  the  culii  vat  ion  of 
tobacco.  In  fad.  he  has  almost  p  ,f  us  to  believe 
that  we  ha\e  bill  to  so\v,  to  reap  a  hundred- 

Inl.l. 

Harris  appears  so  earne-t  and  sincere,  as  \vi.-ll 
a-  -anpuine.  that  my  laiidlord  and  nivself  have 

become   ('.  jliVel'tS     to     \\}>   ideas.        \o(     to     be     LTuillV 


bc'eii  coiisulled,  and  the  moi'e  the  mat  ter  is  con- 
-id''i-"d.  the  more  |'ea>ible  appears  th<-  under- 
taking. \\'e  uliimatelv  determine,  thel'i'lore,  to 

-ink  a  coii-id<'!'ahh'  ^\\m  of  ni"ip-y  in  w!;at 
ai'i'ea r.-  d  -t "ni-d  to  1  irini:  u>  in  a  lar-_v  amount 
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purposes  are  cut  into  cord-wood  for  firing,  the 
sale  of  which  will  indemnify  tor  this  portion 
of  the  outlay,  possibly  leaving  a  considerable 
prolit.  The  ground  then  requires  to  be  under- 
brushed,  the  i  (<.''?»•  i*  bring  gathered  into  heap-, 
which  have  to  be  consumed  with  fire.  The  ashes 
that  remain  are  then  scattered  over  the  soil, 
previous  to  the  earth  being  broken  up.  This  is 
comparatively  easy  work,  and.  provided  sufiicicni 
hands  can  lie  obtained,  so  tar  all  is  plain-sail- 


ploughing,  is  much  more  dillicult. 

In  a  meadow,  or  open  prairie,  this  part  of  the 
preparatory  work"  might  be  easily  accomplished. 
but.  on  ground  lately  denuded  of  timber,  root-, 
and  stumps  are  so  numerous  that  much  pa- 
tience and  great,  perseverance  are  necessary 
to  perform  the  task  proper!}".  The  soil  being 
readv,  the  tobacco-plants,  which  Inive  been  pre- 
viously raised  in  a  hot-bed,  after  the  manner 
of  young  celery,  are  placed  in  it  at  regular 
intervals  of  four  or  live  feet.  The  sooner  the\ 
are  got  into  the  ground  the  better,  but,  ai  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  remembered  that  one 
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night  of  frost  would  destroy  the  result  of  all 
our  laliour.  For  this  reason  it  is  generally 
thought  necessary  to  retain  a  supply  of  surplus 
plants,  to  replace  those  that  may  thus  be  unfor- 
tunately lost. 

After  thi-  tobaeeo  has  attained  the  size  of  a 
largo  lettuce  if  is  topped,  that  is.  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  main  stem  is  broken  oil  so  as 
t"  throw  all  the  strength  of  gr<>\vth  into  the 
leaves,  which  are'  ivduecd  to  four  in  number. 
At  this  period,  and  till  the  tobacco  becomes  ripe, 
it  is  reipiisiie  to  take  the  greatest  possible  care 
that  the  tobacco-worm  dues  not  obtain  a  loot- 
ing in  the  plant,  it  being  so  destructive,  that  in 
a  few  davs  it  will  reduce  every  plant  to  110- 
iiiinu'  but  fibres.  To  prevent  Mich  a  mislbr- 
tuiic,  persons  must  daily  go  over  the  Held, 
examining  each  !<-al  in  rotation,  and  can-hilly 
clearing  them  of  ihi>  noxious  grub.  \\  li^i-e  a 
tobacco  Held  is  enclosed,  it  i-  no  uncommon 
thinu'  to  make  turkeys  p^rl'^nii  ihi^  work,  hut 
they  have  to  lie  half-starved  and  shut  in.  »r 
the\  \vill  not  do  their  labour  effectively.  llow- 

eVef     fond      they     lliav     he    of    ti'liacco-wonus.     theV 
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nppour  to  act  upon  the  principle  of  rue  old 
adage  :  "  Enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast."  Fancy 
our  being  fed  on  nothing  l>ut  shrimps  for  weeks 
together.  However  much  we  liked  them  pre- 
viously, thev  would  doubtless  ever  afterward  be 
looked  upon  with  aversion. 

In  course  of  time  the  leaves  commence  to 
assume  a  golden  tinge,  an  indication  that  the 
crop  is  (it  Joi-  the  Dickie.  It  is  then  cut  and 
hung  in  barns  constructed  for  the  purpose,  when 
in  time  it  becomes  cured.  Of  course,  all  of 
us  have  seen  some  very  bright-coloured  golden 
tobacco.  This  attractive  appearance  is  produced 
artificially,  by  burning  dead,  damp  wood  under- 
neath the  plants  as  they  hang  in  the  barn. 
Before  going  to  market  it  is  sorted  over,  similar 
qualities  and  leaves  equal  in  size  being  tied  to- 
gether in  what  are  called  "  hands."  The  price 
varies  according  to  quality,  of  which  there  may 
not  unfrequently  be  varieties  in  different  part.-, 
of  the  sime  field:  one  portion  selling  for  over 
a  dollar,  the  other  for  less  than  five  cents  per 
pound. 

The     season     thus    far    has     been     favourable. 


ami  niir   hopes    of   success    are    m»re    lluiii   suii- 

U'llille. 

1  lavinu'  h'-anl  that  th"  locomotive  on  the  rail- 
ro;i'l  (for  the  Ohio  ami  \\  i->i--ii  >\<]  line  pa^seo! 
within  a  mile  of  my  n->Mriin  )  ha'l  killi-o!  one 
of  our  milk-cat  i  K-,  1  went  over  to  invr-Mi:.raie 
tin- nialk'i1,  aii'l  asM.-mlile  a  Imard  of  the  ii.-i--]t- 
lioiirs  to  aj'j'i'aise  its  value,  siijijuxin^  1  foiin.l 
the  i\-jii  )ii  to  he  I  rue.  This  ix  tin-  c":n--  • 
always  fulloweil.  ainl  ih-ir  Innlin^1  \vill  liestiji- 
poi-ti-(l  l,y  (hi-  cnunty  ;ti;i  liorities.  The  railrna'l 

mo]|!i]ni|i.Nts,       however,        \\ill       ol'tell        '_i\V       tllo-v 

having  claims  a.u'ain.^l   them    much    trouble    In- fur..: 
•in     of    the     mmiey,     j   ii-iicitlai'ly     if    tiiey 

•••      I  hey      liaVc        I  '.-ell      '  'Vel'-rhaiV  '!•         I      ;;;i1 

.     to     •     .     t hut      i  in     ; , : : -    i  leea^i.  in     I     \va-     !,.  it 
'.      it]  ii  '!i      In      ihake      a      ••       . :',_'  •     au'ain-l  : 

\\  hil<-    v.';i !!-:  i  i  i;j'    •  ,    u  1 11 1*-!'  1  he 

;    i-  ^ra  j.h     \',  in->.      I      I'm  :    i      a     IT  -••     of      iV  iiri- 

i    j'  -i    !,-n   i  ill.    1.      A-     I   have 

!  i  i  '.'•-    1  ief.  .i1.'    had    t  ii'1    -  ,    my 

Y  .    —    :  '••.•:••'.•:!•:  M     h'  • 

i  '.,••    .•..  ,  -••    •  >f    '  .    ':;•    •  •  ,M  ...  '  u  v     (-(in- 
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sideration.  [  have  conic  to  the  conclusion  thai 
they  met  their  ['ate  from  living  against  the 
wires.  Kelly,  the  section-master  of  this  portion 
of  the  track,  informed  me  that,  alter  a  severe 
gale  of  wind  in  the  Autumn  of  last  year,  he 
picked  up  three  wild  geese  which  had  doubtless 
met  their  fate  in  a  similar  manner.  I  doubt  if 
oar  pheasants  and  partridges  at  home  are  ever 
guilty  of  similar  recklessness  of  life  and  disre- 
gard of  consequences.  I  am  informed,  however, 
liy  an  intelligent  friend  and  naturalist  that  such 
casualties  are  not  uncommon  in  Kngland,  espe- 
cially when  the  telegraph  wires  are  newly  set 
up,  and  (hat,  in  particular,  members  of  the 
thrush  tribe  are  frequently  HO  killed.  My  friend 
has  had  several  instances  within  his  own  obser- 
vation, and  a  relative  of  his,  past  whose  garden 
telegraphic  wires  stretched,  used  to  go  every 
morning  in  search  of  the  previous  night's  victims. 


OIIAVTKII  V. 

Mount  Car-iu'!— A  I.un^  IMavrd  Trip— On  tln>   I1,  o. -0711    of  I'm: 
\Vaba-h  — Tiinlvr  on    tin-    ISank-  of  tlir    Riu-r— I  taunt-    fur 

KHIii.— Warv  Tm-tl. — The  \V l-diu-k— Tin-ki-y-lJu/x.anl.— 

IsjiTurll.'  a  Yifli'r  —  Skiiful  A  n^ru^-- I'.all  at  a  Karnn'i-'s 
Jlou-f  —  "(io  it,  lli'itL-luT." — I!i-]iuliiiran  I''i'ci'il,.in — Slouch 
ui'  De.-iRiinl— Tlif  Sr;ako  Fem-i — A  Ciian:.'  of  !!,.<:.-. 

Al'.ol'T  Uvciity  iiiili-s  liv  laii'l.  aii'l  ilmiNc  that 
ilistaiux1  I'V  \vah_T,  mi  a  ln-iiil  nf  tin.-  A\  al>a<h. 
to  1  !)!•  cast,  is  sit  uat nl  .M>  iiint  (  'anncl.  In  t  he  old 
times,  \vlu-n  Irniiiiois  and  ( 'hipiH-uas  o\\'in-d  tiic 

1  i     I 

count  I'v,  I'clulV  ill-'  lol'ol  had  u'ivi-n  jilan-  to 
rlrarin^s  and  tin-  I'rairii.1  ^ra-s  \vas  cro|i])iMl  hv 
donu'stic  rattle,  tlu-n-  was  a  rapid  lord  hnv, 
and  many  arc  thr  yraiid  |io\v-\\ow.s  and  \\~ar- 
[tai'iy  mc'-tiliLi's  of  lu-il-.skins  thai  took  place 
win -iv  now  reposes  this  quirt  and 
village. 
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To  assist  the  navigation  of  the  river  ami 
facilitate  the  ascent  and  descent  of  large  craft, 
a  dam  has  been  thrown  across  where,  the  rapids 
existed,  and  an  extensive  lock  constructed.  The 
consequence  is  that  all  the  migratory  lish  \vhen 
returning  north  from  the  lower  rivers  lodge,  if 
then-  should  lie  a  scarcity  of  water,  underneath 
this  dam.  when  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
the  angler  <  an  catch  such  numbers  of  them, 
of  different  varieties,  as  must  delight  the  heart, 
of  the  most  covetous  sportsman.  Fur  a  week 
or  two  a  visit  1o  .Mount  ('armel  has  bee!)  dis- 
cussed, but  nothing  definite  arranged.  In  fact 
it  almost  looked  as  if  the  whole  ail'air  were 
tumbling  through,  when  the  arrival  of  some 
friends  who  were,  passionately  fond  of  anirling 
led  to  the  determination  to  undertake  our  nm^ 
procrastinated  trip.  In  the  neighbourhood  both 
my  landlord  and  myself  knew  several  nice  girls, 
and  to  make  the  excursion  mope  enjoyable  we 
determined  to  charter  a  small  steam-boat  then 
lying  al  Vinceiincs,  invite  the  yoiin^  ladies  and 
t  heir  aunt  s.  or  Li'uaniian  relations,  thus  increas- 
im:  our  numbers  to  lil'tcen  or  sixteen,  and  make 


our  stay  at  Mmim  Carniel  as  IOULT  as  we  found  the 
place  airivealile  an  1  tin.-  li^liinu1  -'»  >d. 

As  sunn  as  ii  hecanie  pu!>lic  on  what  a  uTand 
scale  our  excursion  \vas  to  lie  conducted.  invita- 
lious  rose  to  ;i  jii'einiuin,  and  \vi'  miirht  have 
quadrupled  tli'1  iiuiid'er  of  exeursioiiists  \vithoui 
t  in.'  lea.  -1  trouble.  Klii  i\\  iii'.;-.  however.  ho\v  iniidi 
depends  iijiii])  a  coiiijiaiiy  of  this  description 
liein.:  krpt  select.  \vc  jirel'erred  liravinu'  the  \vrath 
of  the  disappointed  to  risking  tin.-  cliance 
o!'  (nviiiir  the  pleasure  of  our  excursion 
marred. 


spent    iii   attending    to   the  coinuiisvariat    depart- 

ment.    ;iiid    every    delicacy  that     c'-iiM     lie    pn>- 

Intiii    in  v    \  iiiceiine>  LITI  ><•>  -r.   ran  _'in^'  I  r<  >\:\ 

Kreiieh     j»  '/.'x     to     1  1;.  !  i   n  c'i  rrii  -.      and     !  n  MU 

li-]l      sherries      to     (  ierilian      -i  ill       wines.      \\  e|'e 

ill  i'-ielll       i|11  '  !  i'-s        to        !:ieet 

'  At      lei  (he       look.'  !      |i>r 

h>  nir   of  d<-j  1,-irt  UP-    arrive!  '.   aiid    in    the    pj-e-  ,'\\c>' 

•n.wd    who     liad  lid  l--d    to     see    '.-    ,,)'!'. 

'   :  '      v.  ,•'  s     ili'a  \\  ii     in,     I  he     |  a  infer    1111- 

.    and    the    tiad'iie    e<  iniM'iierd    |(,    revoh". 
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A  cheer  Prom  tin-  shore  1  id  us  irood  speed, 
and  we  were  free  on  the  bosom  of  the  AYa- 
basli. 

To  those  who  have  not  had  the  fortune  to 
(loat  upon  an  American  river,  a  word  or  two 
descriptive  of  its  appearance  may  not  ho  in- 
appropriate, more  especially  as  all  the  streams 
of  this  continent,  situated  between  the  lati- 
tude of  our  present  position  and  the  (itilP  of 
Mexico,  are  very  much  alike  in  general  charac- 
teristics. This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the'  country  is  unmarked  by  elevated  grounds, 
and  tliat  the  soil,  especially  on  the  river  banks. 
is  of  that  rich  black  loam  which  is  formed 
through  the  deposit  for  successive  vears  of  al- 
luvial refuse1. 

The  timber,  as  niiirht  be  expected,  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  remark,  for  it  possesses 
the  proportions  with  which  the  tropics  are  ac- 
credited, with  the  brilliant  and  lieahhfid  co- 
louring of  that  of  the  temperate  /one.  The  elm. 
sycamore,  and  yellow  poplar  are  probably  most 
numerously  represented  here,  while  the  Catalpa 
and  v,  ahmt  are  not  unfreqiient.  Anolhei1  tree, 


not  very  abundant,  luit  well  known  further 
south,  is  the  cotton-wood,  which  often  irrows  to 
tin1  nioxt  '_rii';ani  ic  proportions  anil  forms  a  pro- 
niiiH'iit  i  iliji'i't  in  <•'  it  hiTii  la  nil-rajpr  wln-rr 

ti!!i!»-r  i-^  intr'i'liircil.  I'ccriiiLi1  from  the  derk 
of  the  steam-!  i  •  rk  -ii;i' !  \-  ret  reats. 

!'  ir  ever  i-  lat>  !  •,'  >!ii  t  lie  <i;n"s  ravs  !iv  the 
t  iiiek  11  jijier  -el-,  i  of  -  |e  f,  i!ia_:'e.  i  he 

romantii'     aii'l      i  !!v      exclaim, 

\\-j  !. 


\Ve   t,,-" 

il      i         :' 

1  •  i 

1)1'     i 

i    i  ;•  ; 

v.-in-l     -,      T    • 

1..-H-:.-!,.    ':  .      ;: 

I.I  I      of       I 


AMERICAN   WOOD-DUCK.  ^ 

as  lie   in    tlio    water,    numerous  turtles!    will    be 
observed  asleep  ;  hut  they  are   wondrously  wary, 

and  can  only  be  approached  closely  by  one 
moving  with  the  greatest  stealth  and  silence. 
I  have  always  regarded  them  with  great  cu- 
riosity, their  habits  and  modes  of  life  being 
still  enshrouded  in  much  mystery.  In  the 
AVabash,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  there  are 
four  distinct  species,  so  much  resembling  each 
other  as  to  be  generally  taken  for  one  and  fh" 
same,  while  the  fourth  and  largest,  instead  of 
being  encased  in  hard  armour,  is  protected  i 
a  covering  more  pliable  than,  and  not  at  all 
.unlike  to  sole-leather. 

The   American   wood-duck,  a  far   more    lovelv 
child   of  nature,  is  noted   for  its  affection  to   it- 
young.      A\e  observed,  with  tile  greatest  inte'.'"*' 
her  anxiety    to    keep    her    defenceless   brood    In  — 
yond  our  reach.     She  swam   first   with   her   head 
on    one   side,   then     on    the   other,    the    better   ti 
mark  every  movement    that    seemed    to    indicarr 
hostility     to    her     children.      Every    American    i 
pnuid   of  this  bird,  for   it    is  only    found  in   th'-ii 
land.     One   peculiarity   possessed    by    it    is    th,u 

VOL.    I!.  [[ 
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it    ivst>   oiilv    mi    lives,    and    builds    its  nest    in 
them. 

\\e  pursued  our  course  at   a  velocity  of  eight 
»\-   ten    knots   an   hour.  parsing   some  dark   inias- 
malic-lonking  streams.     The  navigation   is  made 
intricate  in  some  places  by   i>ars  and  sandbanks. 
Here  and  there   snails   protrude  their  heads,    like 
leviathan    snakes,  over   the    surface  of  the    water. 
Yet    the     dark     sninbiv     wall     of    ^i^antic     tl'ee.s 
remains  uiilirokeii,  while  the  stillness   that   iviirns 
overall   i>  disturbed   only    by    the   heavy  human- 
like  breathing  of  our    steam-power.      In   turning 
•  in   abrupt   cnriier  of  the   stream,   we   surprised   a 
larire  party  of  t  urkey-biixxards.     \\'ith  the  utmost 
-.peed  thev    cnuld  cuiniiiand,  they    attempted  awk- 
wardly   to    take     wilig.       A     few    succeeded,    while 
Hie    more     indolent     or     over-gorged,    satisfying 
iln-niselves   that    danger    was   not     in     be    ;ippr<'- 
neiided,    >at     still,    staring     \\iih     their     bleared 
_fMggle  e\  es    at    the    illt I'lldi/l's.      A  C!OM:  examina- 
tin]i   of    the   vicinity   disclosed   a    dead    stag— hi-; 
horns     still     perlect.    although     the    carcass     was 
milch     disligured     and     dei  ayed.       \\'as    age     the 
cause  of  his  decease,  or,  what  was  mure  probable, 
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had  lie  received  his  death-wound  froin  the  hand 
ol  man.''  At  length  the  river  commenced  1'» 
widen,  the  greater  sluggishness  of  the  current 
plainly  telling  of  increased  depth.  To  the  left 
we  saw  an  opening  in  the  timber,  which  gradu- 
ally appeared  to  increase  in  magnitude  as  we 
approached  it,  till  suddenly  we  were  rewarded  by 
a  view  of  several  snow-white  houses,  with  bright 
green  blinds,  the  abodes  evidently  of  comfort  and 
prosperity.  These  formed  .Mount  ('armel. 

That    afternoon     all    commenced     tishing.    the 
ladies    vvinir  with  the  rougher   sex   in  capturing 

•  •  1 

the  silver-scaled   tenants  of  the   stream.     It   had 

beel!    settled    UUlOllg    US    that,     llOWeVel1    large    ;m\ 

lish,  oiii'  fair  friends  were  to  receive  no  assiM- 
ance  tVom  their  male  escort  till  it  was  fairly 
landed.  This  arrangement  created  a  diversity  of 
opinion  sooner  than  might  have  been  expected; 
for  the  youngest  of  our  party,  who  was  aUo  its 
greatest  beauty,  had  scarcely  got  her  line  into 
the  water  when  she  felt  a  inu.sl  decided  bite. 
She  struck  with  courage,  and  the  honk  went 
home.  How  her  rod  bent  as  she  employed  all 
her  strength  to  bring  her  pri/e  to  the  sin-face! 

II  -1 


l»v  decrees,  liiil  \vrv  slowly,  she  \vas  ;uroinpli>-li- 
iiiu"  IMT  olijecr.  when  in  1'iir  intense  merriment, 
a  turtle,  and  lint  a  lisli.  turned  our  to  IK.-  the 
eapiive.  Tin-  ijiH'st  ii'ii.  lit>we\  vr.  arose,  was  a 
turtle  a  fish.'  \ot  ln-ilii:  consulted  on  tile  silli- 
jeet,  I  did  not  offer  an  opinion,  l'in  li-tem-d  to 
the  fir«x  and  runs  of  the  discussion  that  ensued. 

At    length    it    was    <leeidrd    that    Mr. iniirhl 

land  the  pri/.e.  pruvided  that  if  turtle  \\a- 
pr-ivrd  to  he  a  fish  he  shnuld  stand  cliaMipa^li1'. 

Mr.  was     ''spoony"    on     this    yoiiii0.'    lad\. 

and  would  have  ]>aid  l'oi%  "  I  mperial  Tokay" 
all  round  i'or  one  s\\'eet  smile.  A\  e  all  eiijoyeil 
ourselves;  inostjiiitos  were  the  unlv  drawliack. 
I'xhiliit  iirj'  a  marked  preference  IMF  our  fail' 
friends.  1  f  I  were  a  inosijuito  I  ivall\  think  I 
should  'li  •  the  saint'. 

\\VI1,  \vi-  eaU'j'hi  li-h  iii  Li'reat  variei  \-  i  iil  we 
were  tii'ed,  several  "I  tli'-iii  I'fiitarkalile  in  si/.i-. 
'1  horou^'hly  satisfied  uith  oiii1  exeursinii.  on  th- 
fourth  dav  we  started  on  \\\\\-  return  i'.ur:ie\. 

(  )ne     n-vull     of    our     eXpedil  j,   ]|     was     liejl  IM-J-     lili't'" 

nor  less  than  a  d<>i;Mc  ^.'eddin^.  Th<-  VUUIIL; 
la  lies,  il  i->  e\  idem,  iia  I  ]\<  <\  li.-hi'd  in  Vaili. 


INVITATION    TO   A  BALL. 

when  two  gentlemen,  supposed  to  be  confirmed 
bachelors,  got  hooked. 

On  my  arrival  at  home  I  found  an  invitation 
to  a  ball  at  the  house  of  a  farmer,  Avho  cultivated 
extensively  in  the  neighbourhood,  awaiting  me. 
Oi  course  I  accepted,  particularly  as  the  affair 
did  not  come  off  for  a  couple  of  days,  as  I  frit 
convinced  I  should  have  an  insight  into  life 
that  would  afford  me  much  amusement.  The 
host,  who  was  Avell  to  do  in  the  world,  and  pos- 
sessed considerable  local  political  interest,  had 
a  son.  whom  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  a|>- 
point'-d  to  a  lieutenancy  in  one  of  the  volunteer 
regiments;  and  before  the  young  aspirant  tor 
military  glory  joined  his  corps,  the  worthy  sin- 
hail  determined  to  do  the  hospitable,  by  throw- 
ing open  his  house.  Resolved  to  be  punctual.  1 
arrived  at  my  destination  at  the  moment  when 
thev  were  organizing  the  first  dance.  If  I  had 
been  half-an-hoiir  late,  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered a  great  mark  of  disrespect.  How  differ- 
ent is  this  from  London  ! 

The  weather  for  the  two  previous  days  had 
been  excessively  wet,  and  when  ii  rains  here  ii 
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does  so  to  such  purpose  that  the  surface  of  the 
country  heroines  so  saturated  as  to  make-  it 
reseinhle  an  immense  sponge.  Patent  leather 
hoots,  therefore,  did  not  liirure  on  the  feet  of  the 
performers  mi  the  liu'ht  and  fantastic  toe— hut 
tin-  heaviest  cow-skins.  It  was  a  funny  scene. 
'1  In.-  diiniiiy  hall  of  Jamaica,  so  admirahly 
descrihed  hy  Captain  Marryatt.  is  the  nearest 
approach  to  it  that  I  can  at  present  recall. 

<>n  a  tahle  in  a  o>nier  sat  the  liddler.  a 
I'l-rsoiiaire  evidently  of  p-eat  importance  in  his 
iiwn  estimation.  Fn>ni  his  instrument  he  pro- 
duced the  most  doleful  sounds,  and  he  fore  each 
liifinv  sunu'  "lit  \\"ith  a  hroad  nasal  twaiiu' 
dir.-ct  ions  to  the  dancers.  In  his  cheek  was 
an  immense  ijiiid  of  tuhacco,  which  imparted  to 
his  ph  \'sioi_ni' nil  v  a  distortion  similar  to  thai  seen 
in  persons  sulferiiiLL"  irom  iriimhnil.  or  in  the 
lunnki-Ys  at  the  Znolo-'ical,  with  all  Uliil.siial 
quant  it  \'  ot'  dainties  sto\\eil  awav  in  their  |aws 
for  tuture  consinnpt ion.  The  l-juperor  of  llussja 
is  no  ilmiht  a  ^'I'eat  man  in  his  own  dominions, 
hin  In-  could  not  In-  a  greater  aiiti  n-rat  I  han  this 
liddlcr.  \\'ho  actliallv  hi|l!i"d  the  Parson  U'heli  he 
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attempted  to  ask  him  a  question;  and  it  requires 
a  l)ig  man  to  do  that  in  this  great  country. 
The  ladies  were  all  very  prim  and  stiff,  and  the 
gentle-men  no  less  formal.  Their  display  of 
eourtly  manner  partook  in  some  measure  of  tin- 
antique.  I  could  almost  fancy  that  I  had  gone 
hack  three  centuries  in  the  age  of  the  world, 
when  I  was  recalled  abruptly  to  a  sense  of  my 
] (resent  position  by  the  query  sharply  and 
emphatically  delivered  by  the  violinist. 

"Mister  Britisher,  ain't  you  hirned  yet  how  t<> 
dance  I  Buckle  to,  and  give  us  an  old  country 
step.''  All  eyes  were  at  once  fixed  on  me,  and 
my  reputation  depended  upon  my  compliance. 
I  would  have  given  a  fiver  to  be  out  of  the  mess, 
but  such,  liberality  would  not  have  saved  me, 
So  I  ''buckled  to"  with  a  partner,  wizened  as  ! 
mummy,  with  only  three  teeth  visible  to  do  duly 
fora  mouthful.  This  lady  seemed  to  think  thai 
on  her  lasting  powers,  and  the  number  of  an!ir> 
she  performed,  depended  her  chance  of  obtaining 
a  husband. 

I  had  learned  in  mv  infancy  to  dance  a  Scottish 
reel:  atone  period  I  had  no  slight  knowledge 
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•>l  the  Highland  ilinir.  ami  had  also  jiaid  a  mail  of 
tin-  daneinir-niastrr  hived.  I  cannot  say  how 
much,  in  teach  me  a  hornpipe  ihal  \vas  necessary 
in  a  /•«/,  I  was  alioiu  to  enact  at  a  theatrical 
]' -Ti<  iMiiance  in  veil  l'\'  amateurs.  So  I  jumbled 
'hriiiall  lip  to^'thcr.  lir-i  trying  one  stfji  and 
liit'ii  aiiiitla-r,  and  as  I  was  in  ^oo'l  condition 
1  k'-j'i  it  up  with  all  the  ciicru'v  I  cnidd  connnaiid. 


a^  a  master  of  ihc  Tcrpsichoreau  art,  and  from 
thai  iiionifiil  foilli  all  eyes  in  that  ^midly  a.x- 
si-ndily  lookeil  ujion  ine  as  an  authority  on  it. 
••<in  it.  Jiriti.-her!"  I  h.-ard  several  times  ex- 
elaiincd,  and  — "  I  \\'ent  it." 

Aniuii.i;1    the     ladies     that     traced     with     their 

jire.-ellfe      thi-x      t.-Vc!1      to      l.e     n-lilelldiered     (ici'a-ii 'II 

was  a    fresh,   pleasaiii    uii'l.   railicr   dairy -maid    in 

-i  \  le.        l-'i'l1      lief     slilik'.s     !  hel'e     Wel'e     t\Vo     rival-, 

i  he  vmiiii;1  lieutenaiil  and  a  late  n  rri\-,-d  in  I  he 
rouin,  whom  I  ivcoiniist.'d  us  a  (Ji-nnaii  shoe- 
maker that  lived  s.Hiie  mill  -  .  IV.  Ud'ore  the 
appearance  of  the  latter,  the  sun  of  .Alar-  had 
had  it  all  his  invn  way,  and  >  \  ideiitly  \vas 
availing  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  gain  a 
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h' >ld  on  tin'  feelings  of  the  object  of  his  ad u ra- 
tion :  but  after  the  arrival  of  the  shoemaker  he 
iound  a  rival  whose  chances  of  winning  the  race 
\\x-re  at  a  premium.  After  greeting  all  friends, 
lu-  of  the  last  and  waxed  end  .sat  down  in  a. 
corner,  deliberately  kicked  off  his  dirty  boots, 
jmlled  from  his  pocket  a  pair  of  clean  socks, 
which  he  put  on  occr  those  lie  had  previously 
worn,  and,  v/ith  the  air  of  one  who  is  conscious 
of  perfect  familiarity  with  the  laws  of  etiquette^ 
produced  a  pair  of  pumps,  in  which  he  deliber- 
ately encased  his  feet.  A\  hen  ho  had  completed 
his  toilette,  the  fair  one,  who  had  been  ob- 
serving all  his  movements,  approved,  with 
numerous  gracious  smiles,  his  excessive  ideas  ot 
gentility.  The  poor  lieutenant  was  from  this 
time  forth  vanquished;  his  hilarity  had  de- 
parted, and  his  visage  perceptibly  lengthened. 

I'ut  tin.1  "wee  small  hours"  rolled  rapidly  on, 
and  increased  in  magnitude  till  day  commenced 
to  break,  and  with  it  the  assembly  to  disperse- 
My  horse  was  already  at  the  door,  and  1  was 
onlv  delaying  mv  departure  to  get  an  opportunity 
to  thank  the  ho>t  for  the  enjnvnient  he  had 
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"Who  was  the  thirl'.''  No  our  cmiM  say.  .My 
suspicions  immediately  pointed  to  the  ollicri-  in 
tin-  army.  Hut  tin.-  wran^linu'  did  not  l<>ni:' 
continnr.  lor  a  shrill  voice  called  into  the  rnnm 
'•Philip"  (that  was  the  (i'-mian's  name)  "if 
YIIII  In-  comiiii:  you  had  lirttrr  louk  spry." 

"Inn  I  can't  find  my  hoots,"  answered  the 
shoe-maker. 

"  \Ycll,  I'm  o|]'  without  you,  you  had  In-st 
come  as  you  are,"  ivsponded  the  lady. 

Ten  minutes  afterwards  I  passed  the  lovers 
«'H  the  ]'"ad.  Tin-  Irad'-r  of  th--  I,,,),  Imi  \vas 
1 1'  ikiiiLj'.  liv  the  iinerrtain  Ll'l'ey  li^ht  'if  dawn, 
fur  one  iif  his  pumps  which  had  hern  drawn 
ii|]'hi>  foot  liy  thr  mud.  1  scarcely  en\-i'-d  him 
his  liootless  train])  nf  four  Imii:  miles.  \\'-il 
done  thr  yiiiin^  snldier!  ihoii-'hl  I.  y»u  have 
savi-d  thr  rrputati' in  of  your  prnfrs>i(in  in  nji'nii't'x 

iln  i-ii  ///•,    li\'   stealing'   vl  i   elevt'l'  a    Uiai'eli    IIju'li     til'' 
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hazel.  Further  off  still  and  on  its  margin  lay 
a  s\vani]>,  which  certainly  was  not  large,  l>ut 
although  curtailed  in  extent,  was  as  admirable  a 
specimen  of  these  American  damp,  dark,  and 
loathsome  morasses  as  the  most  fastidious  hater 
of  pestilential  places  could  shudder  at.  Although 
there  were  no  alligators  or  other  large  amphibians 
to  be  found  within  its  limits,  yet  the  person 
who  had  the  hardihood  to  traverse  it  could  dis- 
cover, without  any  great  effort  of  search,  rattle- 
snakes, copper-heads,  and  adders  in  tolerable 
abundance.  General!}'  speaking,  I  accorded  this 
sequestered  retreat  a  wide  berth,  and  certainly 
always  did  so  from  choice.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, a.  cow,  sheep,  or  horse  would  stray  within 
its  limits,  and  I  was  compelled  to  seek  (lie  truants 
or  run  the  risk  of  their  loss. 

Within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  this  "  slough 
of  despond  " — for  by  this  name  1  knew  it  was 
situated  a  field  of  Indian,  corn  on  the  cultivation 
of  which  J  had  expended  a  considerable  sum  ; 
and,  from  the  soil  being  rich  and  the  weather 
propitious,  the  probability  was  thai  in  due  season 
1  should  receive  ample  returns  for  mv  outlav 
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To  the  fanner  the  prospect  of  a  irood  crop  is 
always  agreeable,  and  day  after  day  I  calculated 
with  the  most  intense  satisfaction  how  many 
Inishels  per  acre  would  lie  the  proliaMe  yield — 
how  many  dollars  and  cents,  in  fact,  would  lie 
returned  to  my  pocket,  as  prolit  on  this  specula- 
tion. \\eeds  V.TOW  unsolicited  almost  anywhere. 
If  the  soil  is  rich,  they  come  forth  and  lloiirish 
with  a  luxuriance  that  is  most  provoking.  In 
fields  of  Indian  corn,  especially  when  they  are 
on  low  rich  meadow  grounds,  the  cockle-luirr 
and  morninir-u'lorv  will,  unless  hoeing  and 
plouirhiim'  are  resorted  to,  rapidly  usurp  the 
place  of  the  crop,  killing  l>y  their  emhrace  and 
viciiiitv  the  less  hardy  plants  that  produce  the 


Knowing  this.  I  traversed  my  Held  of  maize 
with  the  intention  of  learning  on  what  portion 
it  would  he  judicious  for  the  operation  of 
weeding'  to  ci  iinilieiice.  and  had  almost  settled 
the  doubtful  point  when  1  di-cnvn-ci]  an  open 
vertre  of  the  timlier  land  so  rooted  up,  trampled 
down,  and  otherwise  destroyed,  that  without  a 
moment's  hesitation  I  concli;d.ed  that  cattle  or 
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liu^s,   belonging  either  to  myself  or  neighbours, 

were  in  the  hubit  of  rest irt ing  here  to  gratify 
their  appetites  in  the  nio.st  unrestrained  man- 
ner. 

\ow.  il'  sueli  incursions  \vere  allowed  lo 
continue,  in  a  month  or  less  there  would  not 
remain  a  stem,  much  less  a  head  of  corn,  in 
a  Held  that  promised  to  produce  an  unusually 
large  yield.  With  this  fact  staring  me  in  I  la- 
face,  I  instituted  a  search  along  the  fence  and 
at  last  found  where  the  depredators  had  forced 
an  entrance.  A\alls  and  hedges  were  scarcely 
kiiiiwn  in  the  locality  of  which  J  write.  The 
snake-fence,  peculiarly  an  American  institution, 
is  here  universally  in  use.  It  is  easily  erected, 
and  with  as  much  facility  pulled  down;  ami 
as  the  successful  farmer  on  the  \\eslern  ('011- 
tinent  has  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  I 
stripped  off  mv  coal  without  hesitation  and 
commenced  reconstructing  the  tumliled-down 
parts  of  the  encircling  rails. 

1  had  been  thus  occupied  only  a  short  tin;;- 
\vhen  an  angrv  grunt  informed  ni'1  that  some 
-pecimcii  of  life  was  in  the  vicinity.  1  peered 
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airain  anil  airain  into  the  dark  laliyrinth  of 
trees  and  underl>ush,  l>ut  was  imaMe  to  detect 
t  he  crcat  mv  from  whom  these  expressive  sounds 
proeeeded.  ThiTe  liciiiu1  HO  animals  i\>r<i-  //»///;/•</ 
in  tin-  neighbourhood.  I  \vas  not  in  tin-  h-a^t 
alarmed.  ( 'urio-ity  alone  iiiiii'lii  jiroinpt  a 
drMiv  to  ln'ctnnc  iicijiiainTrd  \\~iili  the  indi- 
vidual to  whom  1  \vas  inilel'led  I'm-  the  saluta- 
tiuii.  ])iit  m\'  lal>oiii'  \\  as  eniiijileied.  and  I  was 
alioiit  to  depart  when  a  movement  in  the  hush 
attracted  mv  attention,  although  from  impedi- 
mi-nts  inier\  1'iiiiii:'  1  rotild  ii"t  obtain  a  lair  view. 
At  length,  however.  1  \vas  thoroii-'hly  >tai-tleil 
l>v  a  cnishin,!:' of  miderliriish  and  a  ci'aekliim-  nf 
dead  sticks,  and  j>ercei\'ed  to  my  siir|>ri-e.  three, 
I'nii',  \-i-s,  half-a-do/.eii  immense  ho^'s  charu'iim 
dnwn  upon  me.  There  was  no  time  fur  t  hotiirht 
oi1  hesitation,  so  I  instantly  turni-d  on  \\\\ 
heel  iind  mad',  as  the  Americans  -,-i\.  ••  t  I'acks  " 
to  the  nearest  oliject  I  hat  |iroilii^ed  me  shelter. 

rriii-  race  was  >h»rt.   hut.  i-onsid'-rin.Li'   it>    Im-vitv 
unu>iially  severe. 

'I'he  vantage    I    soii;_dit    was   ;i    charred    stump. 

live     feel      nl1     lilOlX'      lliu'll,      alld     wllell      1      gained      ii 
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the  iirst  and  second  el'fort  failed  to  place  me 
on  its  summit.  If  unsuccessful  in  another 
struggle  to  gain  the  top  of  the  perch,  I 
should  be  too  late  to  put  into  execution  any 
other  rxxc  that  might  occur  to  my  mind,  for 
already  the  pursuers  were  within  a  few  yards 
of  my  person.  AVitli  a  desperate  effort  I  exerted 
all  my  physical  strength,  and  the  urgency  of 
the  case  giving  me  unwonted  po\ver,  I.  obtained  an 
uncertain,  nervous  and  trembling  looting  upon 
the  summit  of  my  sanctuary,  and  turning  round 
to  face  my  antagonists  I  thanked  my  stars  that 
such  was  the  case,  for  in  manners  and  appear- 
ance they  were  most  impolite  and  ferocious. 

Fancy  being  perched  like  a  bear  at  tin:  Zoo 
on  the  top  of  a  pole,  with  a  herd  of  vicious 
porkers  expressing,  in  their  guttural  and  most 
unmusical  dialect,  their  hope  and  desire  for  your 
speedy  fall  into  the  midst  of  them  !  It  may  be 
intensely  comic  to  read  of,  but  to  me,  the  princi- 
pal in  the  drama,  it  was  sensationally  tragico- 
grotesque. 

The  position  of  an  owl  that  circumstances 
have  compelled  to  perch  out  in  the  open,  and 
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which  is  assailed  Ly  every  insignificant  Mrd  from 
ihf  chattering  magpie  to  tin-  diminutive  oriole 
Ily-catcher.  was  \vrv  similar  to  mine.  Previous 
to  the  occurrence  of  this  little  conlwtemp*.  I 
should  have  laughed  at  Minerva's  favourite  ln-iu^ 
subjected  to  such  persecutions.  Inn  syiuputliy, 
lV"in  ]ii-rsonal  t'Xjicrifiici'  of  a  similar  fate,  \vniihl 
iio\v  iniliR'e  UK-  to  u'n  tn  his  ivlirf.  A\'c  can  roin- 
]>a<^ii  iiiate  tin-  misfortunes  of  othel's  \vh<-n  \vc 
have  had  a  taste  of  similar  treatment  ourselves. 
Tin1  charity  "I'  tin.-  j>our  towards  rach  other  can 
thus  l>e  accounted  \'»r.  i'or  tln.-v  have  ta-^ti/d  the 
1'ilter  di'au^ht  of  adver>ity.  and  feid  for  those 
1  hat  have  ti  i  endure  it. 

Tiii^e  persons  who  have  never  strayed  l)'-vc:id 
citv  homes  and  waterinn'-jilace  retreats  may 
smile  at  the  idea  of  any  one  tivinlilinir  liel'mv 
lialf-a-doxi'ii  pii:'s  :  hut  they  only  see  in  imagina- 
tion \vell-fed.  chuliliy  |nti-ker>.  with  small  ears 
and  exjianded  cheeks,  which  sieejt  two-thirds  of 
their  time,  and  lind  the  exercise  >,['  walking  iVum 

•  d'  irmiti  ii-y  to  their    ;}•>•••  ^  \\    a-  much    a-  ;  hey 
can    aeci .MI] ili-li    \vith    cumfi'i't.     The    animals     I 

•  i  do  v,  ii  li  wen-  as  di>Minilar    fiMin    tlieir  do- 
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mesticated  bretliren    as  the   gaunt  grev  wolf  is 

D  On 

from  my  lady's  lap-dog. 

Few  persons  do  not  know  how  trees  are  felled 
in  America;  but  I  may  inform  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  the  process  that  an  immense  wedge 
is  cut  out  of  either  side  with  the  axe.  thus 
leaving  on  the  stum])  a  sharp  comb,  or  ridge,  far 
from  the  most  agreeable  surface  to  rest  upo;: 
for  those  accustomed  to  chairs,  sofas,  and  beds. 

Ten  minutes'  confinement  on  such  a  porch  was 
severe  punishment,  ;ind  double  the  time  render"'! 
the  suffering  almost  unendurable.  My  custodians, 
however,  would  not  depart,  and  did  not  show  the 
slightest  intention  of  doing  so.  Round  and  round 
the  stump  they  snuffed  and  rooted,  while  their 
little  eyes,  gleaming  with  a  malicious  twinkle, 
were  kept  fixed  upon  me.  If  I  stirred  to  ease 
any  portion  of  my  frame  which  was  beginning 
to  suffer  from  cram]),  the  whole  fraternity  would 
rush  together  close  to  my  roosting  place.  ()i;e 
old  fellow  among  them  several  times  showed  an 
inclination  to  attempt  mounting  the  stump  and 
taking  my  citadel  hv  assault,  but  was  dissuaded 
by  a  kick  from  my  heavy  cow-skin  boot. 

VOL.  11.  I 
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I  low  long  I  should  have  been  detained  there 
goodness  only  knows.  What  torment  I  might 
'have  suH'ered  T  cannot  imagine,  but  this  I  am 
ivrtain  of,  that  never  was  an  unskilled  rider  more 
fearfully  galled  by  a  hard-trotting  horse  than 
your  humble  servant  when  released  from  his 
exalted  position. 

But  "  there's  a  sweet  little  cherub  that 
sit>  up  aloft."  and  on  this  occasion  I 
was  wonderfully  favoured  :  for  some  of  the 
labourers  of  a  neighbouring  farm,  on  the 
search  for  missing  cattle,  passed  by,  and  my 
shouts  attracting  their  attention,  they  came  to  my 
rescue.  My  adventure  created  much  laughter 
\\heii  it  became  known,  and  I  was  dialled  un- 
uiercifullv — sly  allusions  being  made  to  my  love 
•  if  pork,  or  to  a  veteran  in  arms  being  ignomi- 
.iouslv  routed  bv  half-a-doxen  pigs. 

I  determined,  however,  to  lie  revenged,  and 
as  t  hesc  hogs  were  evidently  ii"  person's  property, 
wa>  onlv  to  be  satisfied  with  blood.  1  resolved, 
iherrfniv.  toilivitcull  my  ae<  ]  i  ia  i  n  t  a  i  ices  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  thought  th<-\  could  ride,  and 
were  partial  to  a  lark,  to  join  me  at  break- 
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last  next  day,  after  which  I  intended  to  provide 
them  with  a  run  of  a  novel  character,  thai 
would  be  certain  to  produce  an  immensity  of 
fun. 

Perhaps  I  was  the  more  disposed  to  this  pro- 
cedure, that  I  had  in  my  time  done  not  a  little 
"pig-sticking"  in  the  plains  of  India,  and  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  restore  to  pristine  bright- 
ness those  laurels  which,  in  my  neighbours'  eyes, 
were  somewhat  tarnished  by  my  adventure  upon 
that  abominable  and  never-to-be-forgotten  stump. 
Yet  it  was  a  friend  in  need,  and  why  should  1 
maliini  it  now  '\ 
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A  <.;,>od  Da/;-  Fishing;— Hog-Stk'kiiig— Spears— Seuivh  «i' 
tin-  S\vamp — Romarkalih'  Sivm' — Tlic  Fn>t  \irl.mi —  Tuii\ 
tin*  Dutrlmian's  ll"a~t —  Important  l.i-_ral  I'asi-  — Stand  up 
Fiijlil  lid  \\ci-u  a  Freiii'luiiaii  and  a  Dutrhnian — Stroll  alnii^ 
tin-  Waha^li — An  KvcniiiL;  \\alk — The  Skunk — Soi'iou- 
Quarri'l  with  Harris. 

l-"ou  'lays  the  li-h  lliat  lia^l  t.-scapcil  mv  fru-ii'l 
(lit]  nix'scll'  lia>i  ]\>>\  lirrii  Ibiyuttdi,  and  ilii' 
iii.->s1.  llliroiitrollulili,'  lii.-sirc1  lia'l  nlitaiiicil  possi-s- 
Nion  of  nil'  to  niaki'  an  i.'ssa\  t'ur  iis  cajituri1. 
Kf]|\-'<  son,  t hcfi-l'')!-!'.  was  cinjiloyt'i]  in  uliiain 
iiir.  ,i  ki'ttlc  of  minnows.  TliN  tin-  hoy  sui'<v(.Mli.-il 
in  iloiniT  to  mv  sat i>lai'tion,  and  1  r^achrd  iln- 
pond  in  tli'-  afternoon  aliniil  lii'-  hour  when  tin-  li-h 
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greater  than  was  expected  ?  Possibly  Because, 
like  old  women,  wlien  we  have  company  we  must 
always  In-  magging. 

With  little  difficulty  f  got  the  boat  to  the 
proper  anchorage,  and  soon  after  commenced 
fishing.  It  \vas  evident  that  I  was  that  day  in 
luck's  way:  for  scarcely  had  my  iloat  rested  on 
the  water  when  it  went  under,  and  a  line  black- 
bass  was  taken.  Again  the  same  operation  was 
repeated,  with  this  difference  that  a  cat-lish  was 
my  prize.  After  an  hour  and  a-half.  I  might 
have  rested  satisfied,  but  that  the  mammoth  <>f 
the  pool  had  not  put  in  an  appearance.  Again 
and  again  several  smaller  fish  were  taken,  and 
ihe  time  sped  so  rapidly  that  1  had  thoughts  of 
retiring,  when  my  float  went  down  lightly,  and 
then  returned  to  the  surface,  where  it  remained  for 
some  moments  motionless.  At  length  there  \vas 
a  perceptible  strain  upon  it,  and  from  horizontal 
it  became  perpendicular.  If  dipped  gradually 
and  slowly  deeper  in  the  water,  and  at  length 
disappearing  under  the  surface  with  a  ni-di,  I 
struck  strongly,  and  mv  reward  was  the  discovery 
that  1  was  last  to  a  larire  fish.  His  first  run  \\a-~ 
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splendid.  Imt  after  it  was  ovrr  the  "cur"  l>ivam>- 
apparent  in  his  submissive  manner,  and  his  want 
<>l  energy  in  iv-ismm'  his  cajituro.  1'siiiLr  mv 
pi  IV.  I  at  leiip-h  succeeded  in  briiiLnnu;  tin-  pri/e 
safely  into  the  boat.  Although  this  pike  v\vi_rh''d 
i  \vi-nty-t  hrcr  pnini'U.  I  do  lid  think  ii  was  as 
larp'  as  ilic  one  that  cscajicd  on  my  jircvious 
visit  to  the  poml. 

It  was  a  licautil'iil  niorniiiL:'.  wlicii  upward-  of  a 
do/i.-n  persons.  ;ill  of  whom  had  just  ri-rn  tVom  a 
>um]ituotis  liivakfaM.  inadr  thrif  ap[icai'anci-  iVmn 
my  dwelling  to  select  spears  from  a  numl>er 
\\'hich  had  been  hurriedly  manufactured  for  tin/ 
present  occasion.  My  guests  were  the  ,'/!/,•  ut' 
the  huntiii^'  i-ommiiiiity.  wlntsi-  assistance  I  had 
obtained  to  puni-h  the  ho.^s  that  had  treated  me 
with  such  discourtesy.  In  th«-  \\e<t.  except 
ainoim'  i  he  IndiaiiN.  spears  \verc  unknown,  Imt 
kno\\iii--  hii\v  effectually  they  are  handli.-d  l-v 
mv  cotintrymen  on  the  plain-  of  India,  and  con- 
-idi-ri!i_'  them  better  NII  i  ted  for  the  present  jmrpox- 
ihan  tire-arms,  I  insisted  ih;ii  all  who  j^im-d  in 

[he  ;i  !i!  icipatei  I  >]>•  >r\  -!i.  •;;!•  i  permit  Hie  IM  die- 
tat':  the  cili  :'•'•  '  if  til''  \Ve;ip'  •!;-  to  In;  employed. 
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Witli  many  a  laugh,  grimace,  and  repartee,  all 
were  at  last  suited,  the  horses  were  brought 
forth  and  mounted,  and  without  further  loss  of 
time  we  pushed  forward  to  the  scene  of  oper- 
ations, 

First  one  cover  and  then  another  \vas  searched 
without  discovering  our  quarry.  Again  and 
again  new  places  were  proposed  and  inspected 
without  better  results,  and  our  campaign  began 
to  look  as  if  destined  to  failure.  Wliere  could 
the  brutes  have  gone  I  Could  a  warning  voice  of 
danger  have  admonished  them,  that  the  locality 
was  dangerous?  It  certainly  seemed  so.  At 
last  one  of  the  party  who  knew  the  country  well 
proposed  that  the  swamp  should  be  examined. 
With  the  mud  and  stagnant  water  of  which  it 


are  supposed  to  have  rather  a  partiality  for 
poisonous  snakes)  would  select  for  a  wallow. 
Thither  consequently  we  directed  our  steps, 
taking  care  to  "drive"  with  our  party  we  I! 
from  the  spread  out  timber  towards  tin;  prairie. 

A    look-out    whom   we   had    sent    on   a  detour 
to  our  front,  so    as  to  command    a  view  of  the 
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open  ground,  was  instructed  to  inform  us 
it'  the  game  broke  cover,  by  singing  out  as 
lustily  as  his  powers  would  permit  the  view- 
hallo. 

It  was  fortunate  this  precaution  had  been 
taken,  for  ere  we  had  half  penetrated  through 
the  damp  sombre  retreat,  our  ears  were  greeted 
with  a  welcome  warning  that  our  seareh  had  not 
been  in  vain.  II  urrying  to  the  fn  nit,  as  rapidlv  as 
the  clammy  adhesive  ground  would  permit  \\ith- 
•iiit  taking  too  much  out  of  our  steeds,  we  all 
rallied  around  the  look-out,  from  whom  the  wel- 
•ome  Mirnal  proceeded:  and  we  were  not  a  mo- 
ment too  soon.  l<ir  already  the  game  had  gained 
a  considerable  distance  and  were  iroing  off  at  a 
pace  which  promised  to  make  ;i  loni:'  pursuit  ne- 
cessary  before  We  could  hope  to  blood  our  Wca- 
pons. 

The  line  of  country  clio>en  by  the  hogs  \vas 
all  that,  we  could  di-sii'e,  for  it  was  tirm  and 
wdl  lilted  for  a  gallop.  \\"e  had.  howevrr.  to  b" 
up  and  doin--,  for  it  was  evident  that  the  pigs 
knew  the  country  well,  and  were  directing  their 
Meps  for  an  extensive  swamp  v\hich,  if  th'.jv 
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gained  it  without  being  headed,  would  be  certain 
In  all'ord  them  the  most  ample  security. 

Holding  our  horses,  therefore,  well  in  hand,  oft' 
we  started.  What  a  scurry  of  a  race  it  was  ! 
Could  a  crack  Melton-AIowbray  fox-hunter  have 
witnessed  the  scene,  he  would  never  have  for- 
gotten it — for  what  riders  were  the  party  com- 
posed of  !  There  were  short  men,  and  tall  men, 
fat  men  and  thin  men,  young  and  old,  the  only 
striking  features  in  common  being  that  all  were 
eijually  deficient  in  knowledge  of  equitation. 
And  goodness,  how  the  spears  were  in  the  way! 
Not  one  member  of  the  chase  appeared  able  to  carry 
his  comfortably.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  it  is  known  that  there  were  very  few 
who  had  not  as  much  lo  do  as  lay  in  their  power 
to  prevent  them  becoming  acquainted  with  mother 
earth  on  the  shortest  notice.  Nevertheless,  none 
of  the  debutants  in  pig-sticking  came  to  grief, 
with  the  excel)! ion  of  a  shopkeeper  from  the 
neighbouring  town,  and  he  certainly  got  such  a 
spill  as  must  have  left  an  indelible  impression 
upon  the  tablets  of  his  memory. 

The  pace  was  without    doubt    excellent,    f  >r  we 


uero  (juickK  cloMiiL;  with  the  pursued.  \\ho-e 
exert  inns  plainly  told  tliat  they  were  rapidly 

losing   the   power  In   LI'o   llllH'h    further.       The    Imr.M- 

I  bestrode  was  well-bred,  in  excellent  condition, 
and  accustomed  to  frequent  breathers.  Is  it  tn 

In-  \\ondered  at,  then,  that  I  led  the  van  ni'  a 
lii'M  which  Avas  spun  out  over  a  coiisiilerahle 

extent   .'        l'"eeli!lU'       lliVSell'      SlU'C      of     HiV     Steed's 

power  of  enduraiu'e.  I  called  upon  him  t'nr  ;id- 
ditiniud  ext.'i't'mns.  My  siiniinons  was  promptly 
answered,  and  in  a  nmnient  alter  I  ranged  a  1  mi, u- 

side  the  largest  ol'theho^s.  Lowering'  the  ]ioint 
of  my  \\ea|inii  in  a  moment  after  an  opportunity 
presented  it>i-lf  fi-r  a  thi'u>t,  I  iiM-d  my  spear 
MI  effect  uallv  that  1  put  tin.-  ^runter  cuinplctely 

1,0,'*   ll''  Cnnih.it. 

Turning  round,  for  the  purjiose  ,,|'  selectin.ii1 
another  \'ictim.  1  loiind  man\'  «\  m\  companions 
eii^'a^ed  \viih  the  enemy.  Tln:re  \vas  mu<-h 
!-ii>hin;_:'  to  and  I r^.  a.nd  many  inell'ective  efforts 
lo  accomjili>h  some  f'-al  of  arms.  The  scene  in 
faet  delied  all  descri]'!  ion. 

A  I    lellLTl  li.     I'V     sheer     litolilijli  j\    alM  '1  In   I'     viei  im 

\;  ,,-    stretched     lifeles--    on     !;.<      _r;i--.       The    re- 
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remaining  porkers,  seizing  the  opportunity  while 
the  attention  of  all  was  directed  to  this  second 
victim,  gained  the  swamp,  to  which,  from  the 
eonmienceinent,  they  had  directed  their  steps. 
Tony,  ''the  Dutchman"  as  lie  was  familiarly 
called,  had  won  imperishable  laurels,  if  his  own 
account  were  to  be  believed,  for  he  had  drawn  first 
blood  and  delivered  the  coup  de  <jracc.  His 
account,  however,  did  not  tally  with  that  given 
by  another  of  the  party,  and  a  dispute  ensued 
which  promised,  if  prolonged,  to  end  in  blows. 
This,  however,  was  avoided,  and  all  returned 
home  satisfied  with  the  sport  they  had  en- 
joy rd. 

Xext  day  a  flaming  account  was  published  in 
the  local  paper,  brilliantly  descriptive  of  the 
whole  scene,  the  editor  being  one  of  the  vo- 
taries of  the  chaste  Diana  who  had  honoured 
the  occasion  with  his  presence. 

A  week  had  elapsed  after  this  event,  when  all 
the  participants  in  the  sport  of  hog-sticking  were' 
served  with  a  summons  to  appear  before  the 
County-court  to  show  cause  why  they  should  nut 
pay  the  sum  of  twenty-live  dollars  for  having 
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killed  t \vo  hi >LJ.'S,  the  property  n|'  two  Frenchmen. 
brothers,  who  lived  in  the  nciglilionrhood. 
"\Vhen  tlic  day  ni'  trial  arrived,  tin-  mn-t  al>le 
leiral  advisers  \verc  eiiir-iifed  l>v  liotli  sides,  ami 
tliv  cast-  was  argued  most  al>ly.  The  danirerons 
and  ludicrous  position  I  had  hern  placed  in  was 
eloijiuMitly  L'.\]tatiati-d  iijion  1>\  niir  advocate; 
while  the  jilainiilF's  lawyer  pointed  nut  the 
ninnstro^ity  nf  ^\\c\\  -,\  priux'eilinu:,  disarm M/l'ii]  to 
all  o iiiiieeteil  with  it.  and  ivsult iiii;  in  the  |)iviiu'di- 
tutL-d  destruction  nf  the  innoceiii  (.')  ]»i-operty  ol 

t\\'n    p.-acel'ld     citi/.fllS. 

The  representatives  of  the  h-iral  pml'es^inn  ^-ot 
so  excited  that  they  In-calm1  per^'iial  in  their 
remarks  to  each  other,  and  would  doul'tlos  have 

pl'nceeded    flll'tller  if   tile  magistrate   had  lint    called 

them    to  order,    v/ith    soim.'    hint-    as  to   the  con- 

Sei|Uellce   nf    a    e,  .]||  iniialice   of    llleif    UllplVi-eilrllteil 

cnndiict.      I  'Itimately,   as    !!;•      Kri-iielmii'ii    c.,uld 

Dot        JU'OVC      OW!|el>llip        nf       the       defunct       >\vil|e. 

the    case    was    di.--mi.--ed.    tin-\      having     to    pav 

cost-. 

It  li:i_ht  have  lieell  eXJieeted  that  thi-  \\Dllld 
ha  Ye  terminated  th"  affair.  l-ii  ii  did  imt.  fur  "jj 
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leaving-  the  court  a  quarrel,  in  reference  to  the 
finding  of  the  magistrate,  ensued  between  one  of 
the  plaintiff's  and  Tony,  which  resulted  in  a 
regular  stand-up  fight.  Long  and  fierce  was  the 
struggle,  but  the'  superior  strength  of  the  Dutch- 
man knocked  Monsieur  out  of  time,  to  the 
delight  of  all  lookers  on  ;  not  the  least  amused 
of  whom  was  the  representative  of  justice,  who 
from  an  elevated  position  in  the  Court-house 
viewed  the  sparring  exhibition  with  the  most 
evident  enjoyment,  and  even  forgot  his  dignity 
so  far  as  frequently  to  advise  his  favourite 
belligerent  as  to  the  tactics  he  should  pursue! 
The  poor  Frenchman  was  so  sadly  mauled  that 
when  the  combatants  were  separated  I  very  much 
doubt  if  any  part  of  his  body  was  lit  for  further 
exertion,  save  his  tongue,  which  continued  utter- 
ing such  volleys  of  ^acr^  as  it  would  be  a  hard 
task  to  do  adequate  penance  for. 

One  of  the  greatest  pleasures  I  enjoy  is  a  stroll 
along  the  A\  abash  of  a  calm  peaceful  evening. 
\\hat  food  for  contemplation  is  offered  to  the 
mind  where  tin.1  glorious  productions  of  the  (.Tea- 
tor's  handiwork  are  scattered  around  with  the 
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greatest  profusion!  England,  liomc,  and  friends 
are  recalled  to  the  memory  by  numerous  objects 
in  everv  direction.  Yet  although  the  surround- 
ing scenery  lias  similarities  to  that  of  the  mother 
country,  then;  is  a  difference  which  says  as 
]ilainly  as  possible  to  the  adopted  citi/i-n  :  This 
is  nut  (he  land  of  your  ln'rtli.  It' England  has  her 
eharnis  oi  beautiful  scenery,  so  has  America. 
The  former  may  be  compared  to  the  Monde  of  the 
north,  the  latter  to  the  brunette  of  the  south. 
I  Jot 1 1  are  perfect,  only  they  represent  different 

types. 

In  this  vicinity,  a  lethargic  dreamy  languor 
always  flouted  over  the  atmosphere  towards  tin1 
hour  \vhen  the  sun  approached  the  \vestern  hori- 
zon. Its  effect  on  all  animal  life  appeared  to  be 
the  same  as  on  myselt,  producing  a  tendency  to 
repose  and  making  one  leel  at  peace  with  all  the 
world. 

The  scenery  on  the  \\abash,  when  in  its 
(juiesceiil  state,  eyolves  in  ni\  soul  feelings  o f  re- 
ligion similar  to  tlio^e  called  forth  liy  the  im- 
posing grandeur  of  church  or  cathedral,  while  the 
la\i-h  display  of  the  ( 'reator's,  goodness  on  all 
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sides  awakens  in  my  heart  sentiments  of  the 
deepest  gratitude. 

The  road  from  the  ferry,  after  passing-  my 
house,  followed  the  course  of  the  river  for  many 
miles  northward,  and  the  margin  of  the  stream 
was  thickly  clothed  with  vegetation  of  great 
beauty  and  variety.  Among  the  trees  by  which 
the  banks  were  adorned  were  the  graceful  feathery 
birch,  the  stalwart  hickory,  the  rugged  oak,  the' 
variegated  button-wood,  the  dark  stained  sumach, 
and  the  Virginian  creeper;  but  as  we  recede  from 
the  river  the  umbrageous  elm  and  the  sombre 
beech  tower  over  their  lesser  companions  as  if 
to  a  I  ford  them  protection. 

Here  and  there,  through  the  dense  array  of 
trunks  would  open  a  glade  which  not  nn fre- 
quently disclosed  such  lovely  vistas  of  river  scenery 
as  would  hold  the  admirer  of  nature  spell-bound. 

It  is  seldom  these  waters  an;  navigated  except 
by  the  lumber-man,  and  when  a  raft  is  occasionally 
seen  gliding  smoothly  onward  towards  its  des- 
tination, it  by  no  means  diminishes  the  beauty 
of  the  landscape,  while  it  reminds  us  of  these 
!«velv  lines  of  Longfellow's  : 
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'  And  the  evening  sun,  descending, 
Set  the  elouds  on  fire  \*  ith  reilness  ; 
Burned  the  broad  sky,  like  a  prairie, 
Left   upon  the  level  water 
One  lon_,r  traek  and  trail  ui' splendour, 
Down  \\huse  stream  a>  down  a  river, 
"\\e-t\\ard.   westward,    Hiawatha 
Sailed  into  the  lierv  ,-un-et, 
Sailed  into  the  purple  vapuiu's, 
Sailed  into  the  dusk  of  eveiim_r. 

When  a  Imy.  iintliiii'j;  all'nrded  me  invater 
pleasure  than  a  walk  on  a  Spring  evening 
thrmiu'li  tlii-  wdl-sti  icked  Bailie-preserves  of  a 
neiidilioiirinii'  nobleman,  nini'e  especially  it  the 
weather  had  niily  just  cleared  up  after  a  pm- 
tracted  term  of  \vt-t  :  fur  then  all  animal  lite 
was  on  the  inovr.  as  it  desirous  "I  enjoying 
to  the  utiunst  ihc  delight  full  \  invigorating  and 
inspiring  change.  I  lie  c()d\-phi'asanl  struts 

with  poliipiius  lit-ai'ili;j'.  or  dashes  n(l'  »ti  resolute 
winu'  to  invade  the  saiie!uar\  nf  rivals.  The 
timid  hare  stetds  \'.>r\\\  to  the  open  ^rass  or 

rit  r  i 

u'rain  hi  hi.  pri'lcrri n_r  tn  rim  in  -  danger 
nf  ln-1  raying  her  presence  in  her  fut-s,  ratlid1 
than  to  remain  l»njiT  in  the  damp  cover  or 
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the  dark  wood.  The  wild  duck,  the  most  timid 
of  all  game,  steers  i'or  the  centre  of  the  mur- 
muring river,  or  fearlessly  directs  her  course 
for  the  open  lake  or  pond. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Wabash.  the  effect 
upon  the  wild  animals  in  the  dreamy  lethargic 
(.'Veiling  was  similar  to  that  whieh  I  have 
noticed  in  England.  At  no  period  did  the 
deer  exhibit  such  freedom  from  timidity.  ! 
have  often  noted  them  watching  me  from  a 
clump  of  ferns  or  bunch  of  briers,  their  larg<- 
dreamy  soft  eyes  seeming  to  ask  in  plain  terms 
what  this  intruder  wanted  in  their  haunts. 
What  pranks  the  squirrels  would  have,  chasing 
and  tearing  after  one  another,  iirst  up  one  tree, 
then  down  another,  springing  from  limb  to 
limb,  passing  like  meteors  through  the  tree 
tops,  their  rapidity  of  movement  being  almost 
incomprehensible. 

Returning  from  the  woods  to  the  margin  ol 
the  stream,  we  have  other  opportunities  of  seeing 
how  the  various  specimens  of  the  animal  creation 
are  affected  by  atmospheric  iniluciKvs.  A  ripple 

vol..   LI.  K 
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up  tin-  siivum  betrays  the  presence  of  a  miisk- 
!-al,  whieh  in  a  moment  N  joined  by  another, 
ju>t  ascended  from  the  bottom,  where  doubtles> 
In-  was  making  a  search  lor  I're.sh-watcr  mussels. 
1  !:i  approaching  each  ollu-r  tlu-y  salute  l>y 
-iiiliiiiL:  Host's,  and  then  start  to  have  a  u'anie 
of  romps. 

Meanwhile,    a  more   cautious   gentleman,    who 

•  •an  !"•  partly  seen  lie-hind  the   rout  of  a  tree,   has 

!"  t  n    clo-i-ly    exainillillg    our    appeai'ance.      If  Wr 

remain    quiet    IK-   will    probably    come    out    from 

his    cover,    advancing    with   cautious    step  until 

'/.hole    of    his    long     body     and     tail,     both 

•  >\vivd   with   rich    brown    fur.     is    presented    to 

'he    view.      It    is   a   minx,   half  otter,   half  ferret 

habits    and    choice    of  I'uud,    preyim_r    uii    li-h 


li'iiiie.     A\ith    t  ho  undulating,  .L:'lidinu'   mution    of 
snake  it  gains  the  margin  and  disappears  into 

•  water,     withuin    leaving    a    bubble    to    mark 

•  jilacc  ot    its  entranei'.      In    a    l>'\v    minutes    it 
)•• -appears,  seateil  uptin  a  di-laiil    stone,  \\henccii 

irvey.x  its  jiosiiion,  eagerly    examining    whethei 
_:....     is    within    reach.     I.)i\im:    once    more. 
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it  directs  its  course  towards  a  brood  of  wild 
duck  seeking1  their  evening"  meal  among-  the 
broad  spread  lotus  leaves.  One  of  the  unhappy 
family  will  doubtless  soon  be  straggling'  in  the 
deadly  embrace  of  the  minx. 

What  is  that  sound  of  chip !  chip!  coming 
repeatedly  from  that  brush  heap  ?  It  is  the  chip- 
monk  or  hackie,  the  Ttunins  of  America,  sitting 
on  the  stump  of  a  tree,  his  golden  fur  glistening 
in  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  then,  so  quick  and 
graceful  in  his  movements,  starting  o(f  again, 
showing  the  broad-pencilled  lines  along  his  back 
as  he  hops  from  stump  to  log.  Nearly  all  over 
the  country  these  beautiful  squirrels,  which  are 
very  abundant,  are  alike  popular  with  young  and 
old.  The  nest  is  built  in  the  ground,  and 
hoarded  in  it  is  the  winter  stock  of  provisions. 
There  the  ground  squirrel  sleeps  away  the 
dreary  season,  indifferent  alike  to  rain,  storm,  or 
cold. 

Three  other  species  of  squirrel  are  also  frequently 
seen  here,  the  black,  grey,  and  fox,  all  of  which, 
especially  the  latter,  exceed  in  size  our  Hnglish 
representative  of  the  race.  Being  justly  es- 

K  -2 
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teemed  a  irreat  delicacy  Cor  tlic  tal>li',  they  arc 
much  persecute.!.  \  rt  their  numbers  do  ii"t 
decrease  so  rapidU  as  iniirht  bo  expected.  In 
\vann  \\vather  they  remain  secreted  IVom  the 
powerful  ravs  of  ihe  mid-day  sun.  hut  even- 
ing brings  them  forth,  full  of  frolic  and  mis- 
chief. 

Topsv  and  Tip  were  with  me  one  evening 
when  I  had  strolled  forth  to  enjoy  the  hnliday- 
makin-'  of  the  lieauties  I  have  attempted  to  de- 
scribe. Doir-like.  they  wen-  ]»ecrin^  into  every 
hidiliiT  place  likidv  to  >eci'c(e  a  fox.  Sevei'al  hares 
had  been  started  b\  them,  but  the  timid  fleet- 
footed  creatures  were  too  >wift  for  their  pur- 
suers,  and  had  almost  run  the  terriers  to  a  stand- 
still. My  attention  was  attracted  by  an  oriole 
living  HIM  IV  MII  a  dense  growth  of  the  wiM  grape- 
vine that  (do>ely  Injuiid  in  its  arms  an  au'ed 
maple. 

Hoping  to  find  the  bird's  nest  1  searched 
earet'ullv,  but  iii  vain.  In  my  clVurts.  ho\v- 
evcr,  I  disturlied  a  skunk.  '\'\\>-  war\  anin;al. 

CollscioUS    of    its    power-  of  drfeiice,    i|llie|l\     Walked 

ilV,   .1-    if  l  he    id''a    of  pur-uit    nevei1    riitei'ed    i; . 
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lirain.  In  tlii.s  respect  it  was;  perfectly  right,  as 
Car  as  I  \vas  concerned  ;  but  my  active  (loirs,  with 
tln'ir  sharp  prying  eyes  and  keen  noses,  knew 
neither  discretion  nor  fear. 

In  a  moment  Topsy  saw  the  stranger.  A 
sharp  hark  told  her  companion  of  her  discovery, 
and  in  an  instant  both  dogs  were  in  pursuit.  It 
was  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  catastrophe 
I  dreaded,  for  ere  mv  voice  reached  my  com- 
panions, they  had  rushed  on  their  prey.  In  a 
moment  the  air  was  loathsome  with  the  fumes 
from  the  iluid  discharge,  which  a  skunk 
emits  when  in  danger.  rl  nis  stench  is  so 
strong  anil  disagreeable  that  persons  have  been 
known  to  faint  from  its  effects.  The  skunk  made 
a  most  game  struggle  for  life,  and  fully  live 
minutes  were  occupied  in  accomplishing  it^ 
death,  by  which  time  both  the  dogs  wen;  >-o 
thoroughly  sprinkled  with  the  disgusting  liquid, 
that  it  was  most  disagreeable  to  come  within 
many  yards  of  t  hem. 

!>'>gs  invariably  become  ill  after  killing  one  of 
these  brutes  ;  yet  this  has  not,  in  mv  experience. 
ilii-  slightest  effect  in  preventing  them  from  re- 
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pealing  the  operation  \vlicii  an  opportunity  occurs. 
Tliis  is  fortunate  Cor  the  Carmer  \vh<>  possesses 
ilex's.  liowi  u-r  disagreeable  it  may  lie  to  the 
L'elitleman  owner,  lor  if  the  doiTS  were  to  show 
the  white  leather,  it  would  1  >e  impossible  to  raise 
a  head  of  poultrv  I'ound  a  farin-yurd.  The 
skunks  are  so  cunning  thai  thev  >'-ldo)n  can  In- 
irapjM'd,  and  thry  are  so  jici'se\ 'erin^'  in  their 
-.•arch  ('or  Cowls,  th^ir  Cavourite  prry.  that  it  is 
almost  hiijuiKsihle  to  prevent  them  Lraininir 
ac'.-e-s,  some  tiim-  or  other,  to  the  poult ry- 
iii  Ul.se. 

Mrs.    iv-lly,    f    must    int'orm  my    readers,  had 
lieen    I'or   a    week   or    two    established    as   hoiise- 
kei  |M  r.      Although    I    was    p-rCcetly  aware  that  a 
more  honest    little  \voinan    never  Uivatlied,    I    was 
to   c;dl   h''!'  attention    to  the    immense, 
in  fact.    I  IMUV  say  impos>il>li  consiimjition  ul'ti-a, 
.    1  siiu'ar  that  was  p'in^  on  in  my    house- 
hold. 

The    L" .1    little    woman   agreed    with   me  that 

must    he    something    \'  v<  HIT.      The    \.va.nt < 
nilv-cirele  no!   liein^  eiial  to  the  amount 
d  tlcit    |ii! l<.-riim' 
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must  be  taking  place;  but  who  the  robbers  wen-, 
neither  her  shrewdness  nor  mine  could  imagine. 
This  morning,  however,  the  thieves  were  dis- 
covered by  my  employee. 

It  happened  in  this,  way.  The  little  woman, 
having  business  which  would  occupy  the  greater 
portion  of  the  day  to  attend  to  in  town,  rose  ai 
an  unusually  early  hour  to  enable  her  to  perform 
all  her  home  duties  before  leaving.  On  entering 
my  kitchen,  the  girls,  of  Harris  were  dis- 
covered in  the  act  of  helping  themselves  to  the 
groceries. 

S'o  thoroughly  were  they  prepared  for  the  ta-k 
that  each  was  provided  with  a  can  in  which  In 
stow  away  the  pilfered  ail  ides,  At  break  fa>!  I 
was  informed  of  this  circumstance;  and  as  1  m>  t 
the  children  immediately  afterwards  when  enj<A- 
ing  my  morning  pipe,  1  gave  each  a  severe  scold- 
ing and  forbade  them  ever  in  future  to  come  upon 
my  premises. 

The  whole  affair  had  escaped  from  in y  memor\ , 
and  about  an  hour  afterwards  I  was  deeply  im- 
mersed in  some  literary  mutters,  when,  from  the 
dav  being  dose,  and  a  revolver  imt  the  mo>i 
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comfortable  thing  to  hang  between  one's  chair  and 

hack,  I  removed  mine  iVoui  tliut  position  an«l  laid 
ii  upon  tin.'  table,  where  it  soon  became  so 
siiiothernl  up  among  the  various  sheets  of  fools- 
cap,  that  a  JUTSUII  unaware  of  the  circum- 
>tance  \voi;M  scarcely  have  imagined  that  any- 
iiiin^  so  Jaii^eruus,  lay  in  such  close  proximity  to 
him. 

\\nileoccasioiuilly  chatting  with  my  huiillnril, 
•'  applying  mysell'tomy  work.  I  was  interrupted 
liy  the  eiitranee  into  the  room  of  Harris,  in  whose 
every  lineamenl  was  expressed  a  determination 
;  i  make  himself  disagreeable.  Without  an  invi- 
•  ition  in.-  took  a  seat,  made  a  tew  common-place 
'  -mark^  to  my  companion,  and  then,  tui'iiinu' 
iMimd  sharjily.  demanded  from  me  an  explana- 
:  ion  i'f  i  he  iiiviili  I  had  placed  upon  hi-,  children 
li\  e.-dlini;  tln-m  thieves,  and  forbidding  tln-m  to 


intervening     n-'wecn    us,  a  coision    \\-"u 
liulitless     have     occurred.        1      restrained     my 
•r.   hi  iwever,  only  ini'  n'lninu;  him   t  hat   I  had 
:     no    steps    without     )<!•"!"•]•    consideration, 
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ai:«l  that  I  was  determined  to  en  force  my  reso- 
lution. 

My  antagonist,  \vhile  pretending  to  listen  to 
my  remarks,  drew  from  his  l>os<>m  a  bowie-knife, 
such  as  is  generally  used  liy  hunters  to  skin 
deer.  This  formidable  instrument  he  opened 
with  pretended  coolness,  looking  me  full  in  the 
face  with  eyes  that  expressed  a  determination 
to  make  me  intimate  with  its  temper  and 
quality.  Shoving  hack  the  papers  1  picked  up 
my  pi>fol,  and  looking  him  full  in  the  lace, 
told  him  that  I  would  regard  one  hostile  move- 
ment on  his  part  as  a  signal  to  lire.  "\\  e  stood 
thus  lor  live  minutes,  the  advantage  which  I 
had  of  possessing  fire-arms  alone  saving  me 
from  lii-iiig  stabbed,  possibly  killed. 

In  the  meantime  my  friend  had  not  been 
idle,  for  he  had  taken  from  the  gun-rack  a 
double-barrel  which  was  kept  there  constantly 
loaded,  and  thus  armed  threatened,  by  all  that  was 
high  and  low,  to  open  lire  on  whomsoever  com- 
menced hostilities.  "What  a  tableau  f  >r  the;  termi- 
nation of  a  sensation  drama!  At  length  Harris. 
at  being  disappointed  in  his  thirst  for  revenge. 
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niul  mutterini:  a  volley  of  the  foulest  oaths, 
wheeled  to  tlic  ri^lit  al>out  ami  departed,  threat- 
ening vengeance  on  me  at  no  very  distant 
date.  'Vlic  lietter  To  piard  inysdl'  against  any 
future  surprise  1'V  hiin,  I  told  him.  as  lie 
traversed  the  intermediate  spaee  between 
the  house  and  the  wicket-pit  e.  that  any 
ti'espass  on  his  pari  over  my  private  l>»'in- 
dary  would  heiicefurtli  In-  regarded  as  an  aet  ot 
hostility. 

It  would  he  useless  fur  mo  to  deny  that  such 
a  coiiti'i'lenijix  as  had  just  occurred  made  me 
nervous,  for  it  was  evident  that  I  had  eseaped  1-y 
the  nearest  possible  shave  a  hand-to-hand  en- 
counter \viih  a  desperate  and  ivekle>s  man.  I 
knew,  moreover.  ho\\  mueli  I  was  in  his  power. 
l^r  almost  any  day.  whether  huntim:  in  the  woods 
or  I'naiuiiii:'  over  tlie  prairi'.1,  he  could  jjrive  me 
the  contents  nl  liis  rille  at  siieli  ram.:''  as 
would  utterly  ineapaeiiate  me  lV"in  f'-tali- 
a  l  1 1 1  _'. 

S  ion  a  fl'-r  m  v  :  :  Went  out.  d--pi  \<\\  in.ir 

ill  the  coniiM1  mv  L:'UH.  whieh  he  hai]  lalel\  taken 
I'  '--  "-sii  m  ol.  I!  ;ii  !'  •!•  hi;!1;  —  -!'  ofl'riicr,  or 
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to  have  it  ready  at  a  moment's  notice,  if  large 
game  should  suddenly  make  their  appearance  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  house,  it  contained  good- 
sizcd  shot  in  the  right  barrel,  and  heavy  Luck 
shot  in  the  left. 

Possibly  half-an-liour  might  have  elapsed  when 
my  friend  returned  ;  his  face  indicated  that  he 
was  much  excited.  Taking  a  seat  opposite  me.  he 
said,  in  a  slow  and  measured  voice,  "  Captain,  I 
have  Lad  news  to  communicate;  I  have  just  left. 
Harris's  house;  he  is,  at  this  moment,  moulding 
bullets,  with  which  he  vows  to  take  your  life 
before  the  sun  goes  down.  I  have  argued  and 
pleaded  with  him,  Lut  all  that  1  can  say  is  useless. 
The  more  I  have  urged  the  madness,  on  his  part, 
of  such  a  course,  the  more  confirmed  does  ho 
become  in  his  diaLob'cal  resolution,  and  from 
my  knowledge  of  his  character,  1  feel  certain  as 
1  am  here  that  he  Avill  attempt  what  he  says 
before  the  sun  sets.  1  have  ordered  my  horse 
ti»  Le  saddled,  and  shall  start  at  once  for 

•  Judge  ,  and    obtain    the   assistance   of  the 

civil     power     to     have     this     intended     assassin 
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for  his  ill  of  evil  temper  to  pass  away.  Purim; 
my  alisence.  Irt  ino  he.;  nf  yon  not  to  leave 
tlii-  house,  or  expose  yourself  oven  at  the 
\vimlows." 

Iii  a  f-w  ninnii.'iils  the  sharp  patter  of  horses' 
hoofs  toH  that  my  landlord  was  t_-n  route  at  a 
rapid  pace  for  the  town.  I'ossihly  half-an-hour 
had  eliij  i-od.  when  hearing  the  crei-k  \\hieli 
indicateil  that  some  ]"'i'soii  was  njieiiiirj;  tlie 
wicket  u'ate.  1  lookci]  throii^li  the  window  to- 
ward it.  and  there  was  Harris  armed  with  hi* 
I'ifle,  and  lip-  dillVn-nt  |iara]iliernalia  lie  usually 
wore  v.heii  liuntin.u'!  J'iekin^  np  my  doul.le- 
harrel,  Avithoiit  the  loss  of  a  monn-nt.  I  sin-nn^ 
to  the  do.  ir  and  smiir  out  to  him,  in  a-  plain 
lanu'iia^e  as  I  could  u>e,  that  if  he  atteinjited  to 
liring  hi-  rilh'  to  hi>  shoulder,  I  \\onld  «,ho.it 
him  where  li'j  stood.  All  JI<T>OH>  aeijuainted 
with  lire-arm^  are  aware,  that  an  ordinar\  u'i:;i. 
mad'1  fur  lield-sjiitrt-,  ha>  iniiiiriiv.e  adxanta^e 
in  ijiiickiioss  of  handling  i>\vr  tin-  unwieldy  1-n^"- 
liarrelled  Ann-rican  rill>\  and  that  a  chaiye  oi 
-  .  I  at  horl  ranvv,  if  d'-ii  :  wit  h  |'i'<- 
ci>ii  in,  iniibl  •>  *  Ve  a  la-  •-;  i!'->!  Mictjve  and  fatal 
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result.  Thus  fortune  had  airain  favoured  me, 
and  I  \vas  a  second  time  master  of  the  situa- 
tion. 

For  some  minutes  my  foe  appeared  undecided 
ho\v  to  act,  though  he  did  not  alter  his  position 
an  iiieh.  He,  doulnless,  observed  resolution  so 
plainly  expressed  in  my  manner,  that  he  felt 
convinced  I  would  fulfil  to  the  letter  the  deter- 
mination i  had  expressed.  At  the  time  he 
carried  his  rifle  at  the  trail,  in  his  left  hand, 
and  To  employ  it  successfully  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  pass  his  ri^ht  across  his  chest,  K> 
"Tasp  it  so  as  to  !><•.  able  to  brim:  it  to  the 
shoulder  to  take  aim.  Though  the  delay  caused 
by  this  movement  would  be  only  momentary, 
still  it  would  afford  me  suflicient  time  to  kill  any 
antagonist.  Without  further  words  we,  both 
eyed  each  other;  hatred  ;ind  a  thirst  fur  revenue 
on  one  side  bein^'  apparent,  while  ;i  fixed  de- 
termination to  put  in  execution  a  resolve  deli- 
berately formed  was  equally  manifest  on  the 
other. 

At  length  my  enemy  turned  <>\\  hi.-,  iiei;l,  and 
•rim:' his  determination  vet  to  do  tin.-  deed 
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he  had  contemplated,  departed    fur  his   residence. 

while    I   heaved   a    siirh  of  relief  that   I    had   not 
heen    eallrd    upon  to  i^lied    human    blood  even    in 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

A  "Wayfarer — Partiality  for  Gardening — Old  Ball — Serious 
Loss — The  Milk  Sickness — Theory  us  to  the  Cause  of  this 
Disease — The  Tsetse  Fly — Hogs  and  Rattlesnakes — The 
Copperhead  Snake — A  Family  of  Snakes — The  Vietim  of 
a  Bad  Xame — Reminiscence  of  Youth. 

^'IIEX  Spring  is  rapidly  approaching  Summer, 
oppressively  warm  days  frequently  occur  that 
produce  in  the  human  body  a  great  disinclination 

to  exercise.  1  had  resolved  to  have  a  final  day 
at  the  snipe,  which  were  still  numerous  on  the 
prairie,  and  from  the  abundance  of  food,  and 
the  warmth,  of  the  atmosphere,  were  so  tame 
that  it  required  but  little  labour  to  procure  a 
heavy  bag.  This  little  labour,  however,  1  did 
not  feel  equal  to,  and  therefore  determined  to 
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postpone   my   -port  with    the   long-liills,  fine  'lit'. 

As  I  sat   in  inv   verandah  anil  smoked  and  read. 

tlic  l>n>ad  and  ln-ani  il'ul  \\a!>ash    u'lit tcivd    in    all 

the  licanty  (if  repose  at  inv  feet.      Its    o>o|  waters 

looked     SO      Seductive,    and      its     111  1 1 1'l  1 1  U  I'i  1 1  LI'      Voice 

spoke  so  invitingly,  tiia!  I  determined  to  ^o 
down  aud  have  a  swim.  .M v  shooting  ponv  licinu,' 
as  fund  oi'  a  hath  as  inyself.  I  Went  to  thestal'lo. 
placed  on  his  li./ad  a  siiafilo.  and  liaiv-liacked 
readied  the  margin  of  the  river.  In  a  few 
moments  I  \vas  disrulu-d.  and  not  \\-ithoin  a 
certain  amount  of  rusemlilance  to  a  i-irciis-ridrr, 
entered  th''  stream  on  horsehack.  I  p  and  down. 
li;ick\v;ird  and  forward  we  jsaddh-d.  each  enjov- 
in_'  himsell'  to  ih"  utmost. 

I  had  only  gained  lii-  inar_in  siilliciently  lon^- 
to  ha\  e  donned  t!io>e  portimiN  of  male  appar.d 
\\diich  are  put  in  lir^l ,  when  I  .  ,|  ^.-r\ ,  ,  j  ;l 
\veather-lieateii.  sun-liiii'iit,  thick-l'eard'-d  Iran 
loilim:  >lo\vly  ah'h--  ih,.  road  and  e\  idem  Iv 
-iilV'-rin^  from  fatigue  and  '.;a!].-d  feet.  Though 
\.\-  cn«.i  ume  had  iijujuest  j.  inalily  s'jen  s,.|-\  ;,•,..  ji 
wii  -  I'lean  and  unii  irn.  and  had  I  ni  -takalde 

ie     indi'-ates  that    its  wean  ;     had    follo\ved 


A   WAYFARER.  M  ."> 

the  sea.  Although  I  and  the  pony  were  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  road,  he  tramped  onward 
past  us,  evidently  deeply  absorbed  in  his  own 
thoughts,  which,  judging  from  his  expression, 
were  none  of  the  plcasantest. 

At  length  the  wayfarer  halted,  and  sat  down 
upon  a  log,  the  principal  part  of  which  was  hid 
by  a  dense  growth  of  sumach.  Having  put  on  all 
my  apparel  I  mounted,  and  as  1  had  to  pass  the 
stranger  in  my  route  to  the  house,  I  felt  desirous 
to  gratify  my  curiosity,  and  ascertain  how 
a  sailor  had  wandered  so  far  from  salt  water. 
When  I  got  opposite  to  the  unknown,  he  raised 
his  eves  till  they  caught  mine,  and  rising  to  his 
feet,  asked  me  how  I.  thought  he  could  get  most 
speedily  to  Cleveland,  Detroit,  or  any  town  upon 
the  great  Lakes. 

'"  By  railroad,"  I  responded,  "  to  Terr  • 
Haute/' 

"  But.''  he  continued.  '•  if  I  walk  it  ?  for  I 
have  no  money/' 

uAs  you  are  going.  This  road  follows  th  • 
JStatc  line;  but  the  distance  is  over  two  hundred 
miles,"  I  added. 

VOL.    II.  L 


Mi)  AN  KN<;LISII  SAILOR. 

"That  I  know,"  he  resinned;  "but  it  is  the 
nearest  place  where  I  can  expect  employment.  I 
;im  a  sailor,  and  here  there  is  no  use  for  persons 

•  >f  my  trade." 

He  looked  so  sad.  so  tired,  so  hungry,  and 
withal  so  manly,  that  my  heart  warmed  to  him, 
and  dismounting,  I  seated  mvsell  at  his  side. 
I:i  his  voice,  and  manner  ol  expressing  himself, 
I  soon  detected  that  he  was  not  an  American. 
;nid  without  thinking  that  such  a  query  might 
he  construed  into  inqiiisitiveness,  I  asked  him  of 
'.vliat  nation  he  was.  lie  answered,  unhesitat- 
ingly, that  he  came  from  Kngland.  Xou 
Hiether  he  had  been  Turk  or  Xigger,  if  in 
distress  or  hungry  I  should  have  assisted  him, 
it  when  I  learned  that  he  was  from  my  own 
!  uid,  my  heart  warmed  towards  him,  and  i 

•  -ndcrcd    food    and    a    night's    rest,    at    th>-    same 
'hue  asking    him    to  accompany  me.      He    did    so. 
vithout    reply,    and    I    thanked     Providence    that 
I   had  been  enabled  to  do  a  kind  act  ion. 

Kre  mv  house  was  readied,  the  man  volun- 
Mrilv  told  me  some  particulars  o|  his  pa.st  Ijf, •. 
He  hail  joined  the  gun-boal  si-rvice  of  t.he  1,'nil.ed 
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States,  and  after  saving  money  he  had 
lost  all  by  an  accident.  He  had  then  been 
seized  with  fever  and  ague  on  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  and  ultimately  had  lieen  compelled 
to  resign  from  utter  incapacity,  adding  that  in- 
had  never  been  strong  since  he  was  laid  up  with 
dysentery  at  llong  Kong. 

"And  when  might  that  have  been?"  I  asked. 
For  I  knew  China  well,  had  also  suffered  there 
from  the  same  disease,  and  had  onlv  left  the 
(Jelcstial  empire  a  lew  years  back. 

"At  the  termination  of  the  last  war,"  was 
iiis  response;  "I  was  on  board  the  'Feroze 
with  Lord  Elgin,  was  at  the  taking  of  the 
Taku  forts,  and  went  up  to  Pekin  after- 
wards." 

Xow  here  was  a  strange  coincidence,  to  meei 
by  chance  in  America  one  of  the  ten  thou- 
sand men  who  had  been  my  companions  ii, 
that  affair,  we  being  at  least  ten  thousand 
miles  from  the  place  when:  it  had  take:: 

place. 

1  do  not  think  that  I  actually  required  i-neii 
a  person  about  me;  but  1  persuaded  myself  thai 

L  2 
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I  did.  and  discovered  lots  of  jolts  peculiarly 
lilted  to  his  talents,  jobs  which,  previously, 
anv  person  had  performed;  for  1  liked  the  man, 
and  was  pleased  to  talk  of  the  past  witli  him. 
( )ur  conversations  irenerallv  ended  liv  the  state- 
ment of  (Mir  helief  that  Mn^land  was  the 
greatest  and  best  country  under  the  sun,  and 
that  Knglishmeii  were,  the  bravest,  most  generous, 
and  most  hospitable  people  oil  the  face  iij 
the  earth.  To  the  sojouniers  in  foreign  lands 
Kngland  always  appears  a  perfect  garden  ol 
Kdell. 

There  is  one  thing  I  am  particularly  partial 
I  o.  and  that  is  a  nice  garden.  Flowers  ol 
e\erv  description  I  have  the  greatest  love  for. 
and  vegetables.  I  admire  not  only  in  the  different 
stages  o|  their  growth,  but  as  delicacies  on  the 
i able,  i he\  are  \\  i 1 1 1  me  a  weakness.  A Iter  taking 
up  mv  residence  here.  I  had  i  he  garden  pui 
in  order.  As  -oon  as  the  frosts  and  snows 
had  disappeared  1  devotctl  lioih  time  and 
money  to  the  furtherance  ol  my  hobby,  and 
had  now  the  promise  ol  such  splendid  crops 
thai  1  fell  more  than  recompensed  for  what- 
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ever  outlay  I  had  incurred.  But  tin-  did 
adage,  L'homme  propose,  mais  Dieu  iji*pos<>, 
has  been  verified  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
•  •ausc  me  much  annoyance. 

The  garden,  which  is  situated  about  fifty 
yards  to  the  south  of  the  house,  contains  about 
an  acre  of  land.  It  is  fenced  externally  with 
strong  "  posts-and-rails,"  backed  on  the  inner 
side  by  a  hedge  of  usage  orange  shrub.  On 
the  east  side,  tliis  enclosure  is  bounded  bv  a 
pasture  field,  generally  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  milch  cows.  Through  some  intentional 
mistake  by  my  friend  Harris,  the  work-oxen, 
eight  or  ten  in  number,  were  turned  into  this 
Held  last  night,  and  the  pasture  in  it  being 
far  from  luxuriant,  the  confounded  brutes  sniffed 
the  pleasant  perfume  emanating  from  my  beans, 
peas,  Spring  cabbages,  iSa-.,  and  commit!*''! 
great  ravages  among  them.  One  of  the  steers, 
familiarly  known  by  the  name  of  "Old  Ball.' 
was  a  notoriously  bad  character,  the  prime 
mover  in  all  the  mischief  that  his  horned  com- 
panions got  into,  and  was  so  sl\  that  he  seldom 
was  detected  in  time  to  prevent  the  success- 
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fill  accomplishment  of  any  misdeeds  that  he 
intended  to  perpet rate. 

AYheii  the  sun  was  setting  I  took  a  stroll 
round  the  house  and  grounds,  a  habit  1  usually 
adopted,  to  see  that  all  \vas  secure  upon  my 
pr -mises.  Cnder  a  hu^v  hntternnt  tree,  some 
\vay  tVom  the  house,  stood  the  patient  oxen 
'•hewing  their  cuds,  evidently  at  peace  with  all 
the  world,  and  apparently  with  no  thought 
i)  trespassing  beyond  their  hounds.  Satisfied 
with  their  appearance  of  harmlesness  and  assured 
if  the  strength  oi'  mv  fences.  1  retireil  to  en- 
jo\  the  hours  that  intervened  hut  ween  sunset 
uid  hedt  inie,  for  I  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
ad  >pt  the  habit  of  ^'oinp'  to  rest  with  the  ti-r- 
minat  \<  >\\  of  da\  liu'ht. 

I'os>ibl\-  I  min'ht  ha\e  been  an  hour  or  two 
iii  bed.  when  I  was  awakened  by  the  terriers 
making  as  invat  a  disturbanee  as  their  shrill 
\4tjees  were  (Capable  of.  Taking  my  re\olver 
from  under  my  pillow  I  -allied  forth.  The 
ni^'lit  was  inky  dark,  and  all  mv  i-tlorts  to  di>- 

i-oVel'     the    cause     of    their    Illieasiin-s-;      Were     there- 

for»    unavailiiiLT.     Not    tor    a   momeur    iiii;xiriiiin,il 
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the  true  cause  of  their  alarm,  I  turned  into  bed 
again,  consoling  myself  with  the  idea  that  a.  fox. 
racoon,  or  opossum  was  prowling  about  the  farm- 
yard hi  the  expectation  that  a  stray  fowl 
might  be  picked  up. 

In  the  morning,  however,  1  learned  with 
sorrow  tin-  loss  1  had  suffered,  for  the  whole  of 
the  garden-fence  on  the  field  side  had  been 
levelled  with  the  ground,  and  not  a  particle  of 
vegetable  left  that  the  raiders  could  consume. 
The  desolation  was  perfect,  lor  even  some  toma- 
toes, choice,  tobacco  plants,  and  encumber  vines, 
which  had  been  rejected  as  unsuitable  to  their 
palates,  were  trampled  down  or  torn  up  so  as 
To  prevent  the  slightest  hope  of  their  ever  bear- 
ing fruit.  The  immense  strength  that  an  ox  is 
possessed  of  is  generally  underrated,  for  no 
person  w<>uld  have  thought  it  possible  that  a 
fence  like  the  one  that  bounded  this  garden 
could  have  been  demolished  so  thoroughly  and 
with  such  apparent  ease.  Alas!  thus  in  a  few 
short  hours  were  all  my  hopes  ol  green  peas, 
green  corn,  and  other  delicacies  scattered  to  the 
winds. 


In  ridini:  round  the  country.  UKUV  part  icularly 
in  those  neighbourhoods  where  the  |i(ij.iilatin!i  is 
sparse,  and  tin-  soil  has  onlv  lately  IKH-II  culti- 
vated. I  am  >.urpri-..d  to  observe  tin-  invat 
I'linilier  of  persons  \v!io  appear  in  the  la^i  sta.uvs 
•  !'  consumption.  My  lii'-t  inijiiTs>inn  was  liiat 
thcst.- invalids  were  suH'rriim'  i'roin  die  i\-suhs  nf 
protracted  fever  and  apir.  \vhirh  ii,-id  so  i;nd>'r- 
l  their  constitutions  ihat  the  spirit  was  liM't 


In  fact  I  \va>  tin  trough  1;.  ilcpres>L-d.  i'ci-lin-'  con- 
vinced that  it  could  only  lie  a  niatlrr  of  a  wrrk 
ur  two  \vhi-n.  like  Hi.'  extinction  of  ilir  llaine  nf 
l  he  candle  that  has  i.iirnt  into  the  socket,  life 
would  pa^s  Iron  i  tin 'in. 

i'n\   impiiriiii:.    howe\'ei\    I   discovi-i-t-d    i!i,-ii    my 
conclusions  were   ipiiie   ei-roiieou>.    ihe    sullerinirs 

ill'      tllOC       people      proceed  ill  •_••      lleitllel'      iVollI        feVCT 

nor  a'jue,  liiit  ii'om  a  di^ea.-e  unknown  in  IMI- 
_rlaiid,  and  a-  lar  as  I  can  di.-cn\i-r  pi-ciiliar  to 
America,  where  it  i>  k  d  \\  i1  i'-  .1  -  i  he 

••  milk-sickness."      li>  p-rms  are  \\\-^\  >uwii  in  the 
h  ui  nan    Ira  me    \>\'     either   drinking   thi;    milk    or 
r  the    Ih-^h    ,,f  al)       .  is    l.i-:>i  i. nc 
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afl'eeted.  The  disease  is  so  insidious  and  slow  in 
its  progress,  on  its  first  appearance  in  cattle, 
that  tor  months  they  may  have  been  inoculated 
with  the  virus  he  lore  any  perceptihle  change 
takes  place  in  their  appearance.  A  family  may 
consequently  he  daily  consuming  milk  or  eating 
llesh.  every  portion  of  which  is  full  of  poison. 
Mm,  cows,  and  oxen  are  affected  in  the  same 
manner  by  it.  Their  eyes  protrude  and  become 
glaxed,  their  strength  gradually  diminishes,  and 
the  body  day  by  day  becomes  more  emaciated- 
In  some  districts  this  ailment  is  so  common  that 
cattle  produced  in  them  are  almost  unsaleable1, 
while  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  known  to  be 
made  on  farms  within  the  dangerous  bounds, 
cannot  be  sold  at  any  price. 

From  authority  that  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt,  I  have  obtained  information  that  there 
are.  immense  tracts  of  the  richest  land  lying  on 
the  lower  waters  ol'lhe  AYabash  that  are  entirely 
destitute  ot  inhabitants,  as  no  settler  can  remain 
there  without  himself  and  family  becoming  vic- 
tims to  this  scourge.  The  State  Legislature 
have  offered  a  reward  of  twentv  thousand  dollars 
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tu  any  person  \vlin  mav  ili-rnver  the  cause  of 
this  ilisi  ;|M'.  The  pr,>ii,jsi;  iif  such  a  sum  «[' 
nimicv.  a--  may  naturally  be  cxjiectc-1.  i!rc\v 
scientific  men  frii:n  far  ami  near:  but  all  their 
inouiries  ami  researches  \veiv  iii  vain,  ainl  its 
origin  is.  at  the  present  nmnieiit.  wrapt  up  in  as 
much  iiivsierv  as  when  il^  cxi^tenee  \vas  li:'-t 


fircs  as  to  wat 
jirn'lnci-'s  tin-  milk-sickiicvv,  I  \\-jll  stair  tlnvi-, 
car]]  n!  \vliir]]  has  iiiniifr"iis  a'lvurato.  I  lie 
first  is,  that  the  rattle  are  bitten  i>y  snakes; 
srrniiilly,  that  they  cat  snmr  itnxiuus  lu-rliap1, 
ainl  lastly,  that  by  I  irking  a  sjiccics  of  shale 
\vliich  i-  e\rceilii|M-]y  saline  in  taste,  th^y  take 
ini'i  thi-ir  sv^icms  ;i  miifral  |miv(ln.  <  hi  "lie 
["lint  all  iinite.  ihai  S'lniiiu'r  i--  the  -'-a-on  \\!M-:I 
tin'  liii-ehi'  f  roiiiiiicjiees,  aii'l  iVuln  this  I  -jimiM 

iri"lilie     to     llle      (ijiillinll    (if     tip  -.•     \vho     attn'liM'e    it 

tn  all  iinkli'iwn  lii-rli.  ;i-  at  that  M-a-nli.  fVnin 
the  li.-at  ..!'  the  sun,  nn.l  tin-  I'.nn.-nt  all  rattle 
slill'i-r  tVnin  Hinlrr  ill'1  ripli-tali!  1  '•]•-(•  cut  i'  ,]|  ni'llirs. 

tll'-y    retire     iVulll     the     n]i.-H      _-"oi;!pl     In     ill"    'jTa'et'lll 

slia.lc  air..i-.l.-.I  liv  the  u U. 
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Bo  fore  leaving  a  subject  which,  if  only  from 
a  desire  to  benefit  those  who  suffer  from  such 
a  scourge  to  their  stock,  deserves  much  attention, 
I  \voiihl  add  that,  like  others.  1  have  had  my 
surmises  as  to  what  produces  the  disease.  When 
in  South  Africa,  L  heard  many  of  the  residents, 
particularly  those  that  travel  in  the  interior, 
speak  of  the  "tsetse"  fly,  which  is  so  destructive 
to  domestic  cattle  that,  when  a  region  known 
to  abound  with  them  is  traversed  by  traders, 
the  journeys  are  made  at  night  to  avoid  the 
persecution  of  these  destructive  insects;  but 
when  an  ox  is  bitten  by  them,  loss  of  appetite 
and  decrease  of  flesh — symptoms,  in  fact,  similar 
to  those  arising  from  milk-sickness  —  are  ex- 
hibited. In  the  bottom  lands  of  the  "Wabash 
may  there  not  exist,  not  exactly  a  tsetse  ily. 
but  an  insect  similarly  noxious  > 

\  had  in  it  discovered  the  existence  of  this 
malady  before,  because  every  resident  avoids 
conversation  on  this  point  in  the  presence  of 
strangers;  for  all  new  arrivals  arc  looked  on  as 
future  citizens,  or  immediate  purchasers  of  land 


ainl  cattle,  and  as  "  evi  ry  linlc  makes  a  micklo.' 
the  addition  of  even  our  pu-son  to  the  existing 
number  ot  inlialiitants  add-  to  tin-  value  of 
property. 

ddie  paytiieiit  of  the  pinvha-e-monev  of  a 
landed  estate  may,  inoreirver.  p'.it  a  eitixeii 
in  possession  of  siilHcient  hard  ea>li  to  Iran-port 
liis  A//VX  rt  jn't/'iti  *  to  more  favoured  ivirions, 
while  he  allows  the  ignorant  stranger  to  settle. 


scness   was       nown    to   ex-t    upni 
within  mile-  o  I  it. 

At  one  period  thN  locality  pei-f'ectly  ahotmded 
\\iih  rattle-Hakes,  h'lt  \\n\\-  ihev  are  compura- 
ti\elv  searcr-.  I  h.-ir  de-tniction  \\-;i<  pi'iiiripalK 
acconi  jili-hed  \<\  liie  int  !'•  <•}  '•,•''  \*  <-'.\  of  li-'-j-.  whieh 

_-!'  '"dily         fei-d          Upoll        t  Il'-Se         ]•••'  'I  i'e-         \>.  il.-lieVer 

chance     throws     ih-'tn     in      their     way.       I     lia\e 

several     times    had     up] i    n     •  '   '  >s    of    walehin'_r   a 

pi.:'   eiipiired    in    an    i-iicoi. liter    u  it  h    one  of  t  hese 

s.    \\-liieh     t he\-    wi  irr\ .    as     a    cl.-vi  r    terrier 

la    rat.      The    h,  ,^-    ;,•  •       .      • .  ,     |-;li  •  h'-nake 
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with  such  energy  and  rapidity  that  the  assailed 
reptile  has  scarcely  time  to  guard  himself  against 
the  attack,  when  he  finds  himself  in  the  fatal 
grasp  of  his  too  powerful  foe. 

The  copper-head  snake  was  also  at  one 
time  very  numerous  in  Southern  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  but  it  likewise  has  much  decreased 
in  number,  although  not  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  former  reptile.  In  appearance,  it  is 
short  in  proportion  to  its  length,  but  has  a 
very  large  head.  It  varies  from  dark  brown 
to  black  along  the  vertebra1,  gradually 
changing  to  a  dull  copper  tint  along  the 
stomach. 

These  creatures  are  exceedingly  venomous;  but 
I  beli'-ve  they  will  not  attack  any  animal  unless 
molested.  The  name  "Copperhead"'  has  been 
applied  lately  by  the  Federals  to  all  persons 
of  Southern  sympathies,  more  especially  to 
those  who  still  remain  north  of  Mason  and 
Dixoii's  line. 

jly  bed-room  windows  open  down  almost 
to  the  ground.  Around  them  are  trained  some 
n/rtt!-  iunni'n'ii  and  Virginian  iv.  On  enterin 


100  A    IHTF-Ani'F.U    KILLKD. 

mv  room  one  morning  alter  breakfast,  I  observed 
to  my  surprise  the  head  and  shoulders  of  a 
snake  protruding  over  the  sill,  cautiously  taking 
a  survey  of  the  interior  of  the  apartment.  To 
make  certain  of  accomplishing  the  destruction 
of  the,  would-be  intruder,  I  quietly  retired,  and 
having  obtained  my  double  1:1111,  went  -nt  bv 
the  back-door,  and  made  a  <l,'t<mr  round  the 
house  till  I  came  to  a  position  whence  I  could 
observe  him.  Alarmed  at  mv  presence,  the 
snake  made  a  most  precipitate  retreat  to- 
wards the  porch  of  the  hall  door,  but  a  charge 
of  shot  put  \\\\\\l>(>r*  </>'  <;«////"//  ere  shelter  could 
be  reached. 

<  )n  examination.  I  found  I  had  killed  a 
very  hiri:>'  specimen  of  the  American  pull'-adder. 
out  o|  whose  ^tomach  I  exhumed  a  chicken 
quite  three  weeks  old.  I  was  more  than  pleased 
at  this  circumstance,  tor  the  disappearance  ,,f 
all  the  youni:  fowl  from  the  poult  ry-\ard  was 
iT'-m-rally  attributed  to  the  malpractices  of  my 
setters. 

Armei!     with      the      unfortunate     Hed^linir,      I 
proceeded    t"    .Mrs.    Kelly,     k- eper    of    the    fowls, 
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to  demonstrate,  by  the  convincing  ])roof  1  held 
in  my  hand,  that  Bean  at  least  was  not  guilty 
of  all  the  misappropriations  of  chickens  that  took 
]))ace;  but  it  is  not  an  easy  task  to  convince  a 
\voituui  against  her  will,  and  so  deaf  was  she  to 
all  my  arguments  that  I  do  not  believe  I  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  her  that  my  i'avourites 
had  been  unjustly  calumniated.  Give  a  dog  a 
bad  name  and  you  may  hang  him.  ]\Iy  dog  had 
really  got  a  very  bad  name,  and  [  confidently 
believe  without  sufficient  reason  ;  but  as  to  hang- 
ing him,  why,  money  would  not  have  parted 
us. 

I  have  learned  that  for  years  a  family  of 
puff-adders  have  resided  under  the  large  stone 
that  forms  the,  flooring  of  the  porch  to  the 
hall  door,  that  every  attempt  to  dislodge  then; 
has  failed,  and  that  one  of  the  farm-servants 
had  suffered  a  long  and  painful  illness  from 
the  bite  of  one  of  these  unwelcome  tenants. 
The  specimen  1  had  deprived  of  life  was 
doubtless  one  of  this  family  circle,  which  I 
hoped  yet  to  become  still  more  intimate 
with. 
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P>\  tlir  ad  vice  ( if  iii\'  temporary  cook,  n  cross 
between  ail  Indian  and  a  Iii-J^vr.  who,  from 
his  intimate  knowledge  of  tlh1  habits  ol  animals 
was  reputed  to  he  skilled  in  all  matters  con- 
nected \villi  the  rhasc,  I  Irl'l  tin-  li.nly  nf  tin- 
aiMtT  close  in  tlii-  li'ilc  1'V  uliidi  ilicv  entered 
tlii'ir  retreat,  and  ]>lacrd  mysell  in  a  jM-itinii 
that  enalilfd  me  to  tire  upon  any  uf  the 
n-ptile>  roininu'  on!  to  iiispcrl  t!ie  d^ad 

I  1 

din1. 

I  \\atched  in  vain  tor  hall'  an  hour,  and  \vhen 
at  length  iliiim-r  \vas  aiinuniici-d  I  left  my  posi- 
tion o!  observation,  detrniiininir  to  i-eturn  as 
soon  as  the  meal  uas  over.  ' 'n  tvvisitini:'  n:v 

post.     I     had   1  lie    LT 1     fortune    to    ulitain    ;i     \\  -\\- 

nl'  v.  hat  I  si:p]iosrd  to  lie  the  partner  of  the 
d  •t'nin't.  and  had  tin-  satisfaction  nf  puttiirj'  an 
end  to  his  earthly  raivrr.  M\  work  of  an- 
nihilation. lioweVer,  was  milv  parti, d!v  p'-r- 
tunii'-d,  lor  several  yoinm'ster- sj i]|  siirvivfd  their 

1  lal'ellt  -. 

1  had  ImiLT  loDk"d  !'  irwai'd  to  a  visit  I'roni  a 
very  '  -Id  I'rieml  who  !i  \\-s  HP  >re  than  a  hundred 
mil''-  to  the  north-east  of  ni\  resilience,  hut  he 


REMINISCENCES   OF   YOUTH.  1»',1 

had  so  often  deprived  mo  of  the  promised  plea- 
sure, of  making  me  his  host,  that  I  had  at  last 
unwillingly  resigned  myself  to  the  convict;'.>a 
that  I  should  never  sue  him  as  my  guest.  Ir 
is  many  years  now  since  we  met,  and  during 
our  intercourse  we  had  gone  through  so  many 
exciting  scenes  together,  that  I  had  looked  forward 
with  some  degree  of  certainty  to  the  pleasure  of 
conversing  with  him  on  old  events  and  old 
friends. 

It  is  always  interesting  to  recall  the  escapades 
of  youth  in  the  society  of  one  who  has  par- 
ticipated in  them.  The  ideas,  the  thoughts,  the 
feelings  of  former  days  return  to  the  mind,  and 
the  passage  of  time  is  so  far  forgotten  that  one 
imagines  he  is  lor  the  moment  living  over  again 
the  period  so  long  past. 

In  searching  over  numerous  scraps  written  to 
commemorate  past  events,  I  find  that  1  possess 
a  narrative  of  our  first,  and  only  meeting,  and 
although  the  scene  of  it  is  far  from  my  present 
residence,  I  give  it  to  show  how  small  this  world 
is  to  those  who  have  travelled  much  ;  for  there  is 

YuL.    II.  M 
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HIP  nook  or  corner  of  it  where  you  can  so  eom- 
pletrly  hide  your  head  that  former  friends 
and  associates  will  not  succeed  in  tindini:'  you 

out. 
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CHAPTER  VI1L 

Sailing  along  the  Coast  of  Algeria  —  An  American  in  Yaioit.-t  — 
A  Storm  in  the  Mediterranean  —  French  Troops  in  .I'onj,  — 
An  English  Zouave  —  On  Horseback  —  A  dog  pour  la  Chaase 
—  A  Charming  Vivandiere  —  A  Stern  Chase  —  A  Confession  of 
Love  —  Shooting  Quarters 


K  are  few  things  more  agreeable  i.han 
sailing;  along  the  coast  of  Algeria  in  fine  weather, 
with  the  wind  oft'  shore.  The  sea  is  generally  so 
calm  and  blue,  the  shore  so  bold  and  grand, 
and  the  distant  high  grounds  arc  so  soft  in 
shade  and  picturesque  in  outline,  that  al!  form 
a  picture  of  what  fairy-land  might  be.  Is  it  to 
be  wondered,  then,  that,  having  enjoyed  a  trip 
through  this  portion  of  the  Mediterranean  under 
the  most  favourable  auspices,  I  should  have 
desired  to  repeat  it,  more  particularly  as  I 

M  2 
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learned  iVniii  a  French  oflicer  uf  Spahis  that 
Algeria  \vas  the  perfeetion  of  a  sporting 
e<  unit  rv  .' 

The  drill  season  \vas  nearly  finished,  and  \vhut 
bet \veeii  brigade  da\  s,  scaling  drill,  and  com- 
inandini;'  ctlifcr's  insjici'timi.  all  und<T  tin- 
rank  of  lidd-i illiccrs  \\viv  cnniniriH-inu'  t<>  lr'-l 
siirl'iulcd  with  ihcir  uncfasiiiL;'  iX']K'titit)Ti.  'I  In- 
\\intcr,  nmi-ci ivt-r.  had  not  hci'ii  so  enjoyable  a^ 
u>ual,  the  ( "OVcrnor  iiiifortunalt'lv  being  what  is 
fivijueiitly  deiioininated  "not  one  of  the  riirht 
staniji;"  and  as  lininan  beings  are  VITV  iniieh  like 
a  lloek  of  sheep  in  following  the  example  of  their 
leaders,  balls,  ]iarti<-s.  and  eonvivialitics  \vcre 
far  from  nunien HIS. 

()nr  ('olniK-l.  too.  \va<  a  moi'ose  old  irrouler. 
wiio  believed  in  perfeet  rank  and  lile  and  jierfi.-e; 
ollic-crs,  regarding  both  as  machines.  Ili^ 
orderl v-rooni  duties  were  IOIILT  and  teilioiis.  hi- 
inspeetion  ol  kits  and  aeeonnts  n|  unneees- 
>,irilv  iVecjiient  ijccurr-'lice,  and  mufti  ua^ 
tabooed  liy  the  most  rigorous  interdictions. 
S'leh  stern  decorum  ivi^M'-d  in  the  ante-room 
after  dinner  that  conversation  uas  <:hiellv 
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carried  on  in  monosyllables.  Is  it  then  astonish- 
ing that  I  should  have  hailed  with  delight  a 
favourable  response  to  my  application  lor  a 
month's  leave  of  absence? 

Among  the  strangers  who  had  visited  Yalctta 
was  an  American  whom  I  stumbled  across 
one  evening  at  the  circulating  library  in  Strada 
lieale.  The  pretty  wile  of  the  proprietor  of  the 
establishment  introduced  us,  and  we  soon  became 
on  most  friendly  terms.  He  had  left  home  to 
sec  the  world  and  enjoy  himself,  and  being 
possessed  of  abundant  means  had  every  oppor- 
tunity of  doing'  so.  This  gentleman  agreed  to 
accompany  me  in  my  trip  to  Algeria. 

Journeys  by  water  are  so  much  alike  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  many  de- 
tails of  our  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  before  we  embarked  we 
endured  with  stoicism  the  importunities  of 
the  beggars — the  attempt  at  pilferinu1  of  the 
boatmen  who  took  us  on  board  the  craft  on 
which  we  had  taken  passage — the  Damping  and 
swearing  of  captain  and  sailors-— and.  though  last 
not  least,  the  pervading  odours  of  garlic  and 
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ui!.  The  Fatr>  M-rinnl  tn  lavniir  us  at  Martini:. 
fur  tin-  witi'l  Mew  ai't.  aii'l  -nun  Si.  Klniu's  li^ls! 
laded  intii  indist inrt iirss — Cia'/.'/.o  sunn  at'irr  I<>1- 

winu;  suit,  while  PantaliTia.  \\k>.-  an  iiitniciisi- 
triaiiu'l--  susjioiuU-il  in  tin-  uir.  lumm-il  ujmn  mir 
I  >rt  li'iw. 

The    rhan::'-aM'     \vratln-r    in    thi-    Incalitv    in- 


linurs  pri-viuiisly  nail  hcfii  Mowing  was  new 
tiling  liki-  a  pili-.  aii'l  our  Imal  <-l't.^--|iailk->l 
\ra-  jiiti'liin^-  int'i  a  ln-avy  hrail  sea:  tli<'  whiti- 
cri->tt.'(!  waves  \vliidi  siiiT'iUiuli'il  u>  iii  all  ilii'cc- 
tinn>  IH  iMiiiL;'  lii^h  carnival. 

[luiir  afi«-r  lutiir  tin-  pilr  incn-ast'tl.  lircoininu 
-i:  vinli-iil  t!;:i.t  \vi-  foulil  scarcely  carry  nmiv 
caliva^  than  w-ilihl  havr  in  |<  iiii»li-i'at<--sixfil 
I'l.ckct-haiiilk'-rchii.-r.  'I  hr  pi^cuiHitlin,!;1  ainl  i'lus- 
!i  cin^'  of  tin'  cix-w  iliininislii'il  in  an  i-ijiial  ratie 
with  the  LTmvini:  vinlciii-c  n!'  the  i-li'im-nts,  MI 
that,  whi'li  1  llril'  srrvicv-  Wi-i'i-  must  •  l<--iral>li-  I'nc 
I  hi-  j  '!•>  'j'.-r  haipllin;.  ( >!'  mil  stnnii-tnv>(.||  |i;iriju<'. 
lli'-v  lav  stnwci]  awa\  in  siicli  cnriirrs  a>  all'i  >rilrd 
i:.-'-i  -ii-lt'  r.  ciiiuitinir  their  hfajU  aii'l  Vfwiny 
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to  live  for  the  future  the  most  irreproachable 
lives,  if  Providence  would  only  permit  them  to 
place  their  feet  again  upon  terra  fir  ma.  Either 
these  supplications  were  heard,  or  we  were 
reserved  for  future  and  greater  trials,  for  w<- 
weathered  our  way  through  the  storm,  our  craft 
jumping  over  or  bobbing  her  nose  into  the  st-as. 
us  she  strained,  creaked,  and  Avorked  through 
many  tedious  hours,  till,  before  the  setting  of 
the  sun  on  the  second  day,  the  gale  Mew 
itself  out,  and  with  a  gentle  and  favourable 
breeze  we  dropped  anchor  in  the  port  of  our  des- 
t in  ui  >:i. 

Xo  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  so 
thoroughly  enjoy  soldiering  as  the  French,  and 
this  was  then  seen  in  Algeria;  for  a  distant  trilie 
had  declared  war  to  the  knife  against  the  inva- 
ders of  their  soil.  The  serious  manner  with 
which  La  Grande  Xalion  treat  the  most  minute 
details  of  service,  is,  to  an  Englishman,  ludicrous  : 
and  their  worship  of  medals,  ornaments,  gold 
lace.  £c.,  amounts,  in  the  eyes  of  a  phlegmatic 
Briton,  to  absurdity.  In  Bona  all  was  hustle 
and  confusion:  troops  were  daily  arriving' 
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and  departing ;  amlnilancc  wa<rirons  blocked  the 
streets,  aide-de-eanips  and  orderlies  galloped  to 
and  fro.  Zouaves  nmsteivd  in  cliques  around  the 
canteens,  and.  liirht  in  heart  and  careless  in 
manner,  laughed,  joked,  and  expressed  themsel ves 
in  animated  pantomimic  action:  while  irrave 
lield.  stall',  or  general  ollicers.  invariably  with 
cigars  in  their  mouths,  lookeil  as  if  the  late,  not 
of  France  only,  hut  of  the  world,  lay  on  their 
shoulders. 

A  letter  of  introduction  with  which  my  friend 
was  armed  procured  us  accommodation  which 
otherwise  we  should  have  had  dillieiilty  in  ob- 
taining, for  every  nook  and  cranny  was  filled 
with  troops  or  ramp-followers.  Although  the 
apartment  allotted  to  our  u<e  \vas  anything  hut 
>ueh  as  we  should  have  vi'li'cted  from  choice. 
we  put  up.  considering  the  circumstances,  with 
limited  accommodation  and  incessant  flea-hites 
wii  hoiit  a  complaint. 

<  )ur  arrival  was  soon  known.  Vi.-itor>  poured 
in  rapidly,  and  the  coiirte>ies  showered  up'-n  u.s 
were  too  nuiin.'rmis  to  nn'iitinn.  huriiiL;'  our 
-':.  irt  >ojniirn  \ve  supped,  dined,  or  breakfasted 
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with  one  or  other  of  our  new  friends  ;  and  the 
bonne  camaraderie  resulting  from  a  common  pro- 
fession and  our  late  alliance  in  the  Crimea 
confuted  all  those  antiquated  ideas  that  French- 
men are  born  enemies  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain. 

Frenchmen,  however,  are  not  sportsmen  in 
our  acceptation  of  the  word.  The  information  I 
obtained  was,  to  my  disappointment  and  disgust. 
so  contradictory  that  J  feared  we  had  made 
a  great  blunder  in  our  selection  of  localities. 
and  would  have  to  return  without  pulling  a 
trigger. 

AYhilc  in  this  irresolute  state,  a  visitor  knocked 
at  our  door.  The  sound  startled  me,  for  it  was 
exactly  that  of  a  London  postman.  On  being 
told  to  enter,  in  walked  a  Zouave,  rank  "  full 
private."  \Yith  a  little  apparent  hesitation  he 
informed  me,  in  the  most  perfect  Fnglish,  that  he 
was  a  countryman,  and  had  taken  the  liberty  of 
calling,  as  he  was  anxious  to  know  if  the  4Sth 
Regiment  were  in  Malta,  and.  if  so,  whether 
1  would  take  a  letter  back  with  me  for  his 
brother,  a  non-commissioned  ollicer  in  that  corps. 
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It  did  not  appear  rude  to  In-  inquisitive  re- 
garding the  a  Hairs  of  a  -traii^rr  ni'  so  liumlile 
a  grade,  and  In-tweri)  countrymen,  when  thev 
meet  abroad,  out  of  tin-  usual  track  of  travel, 
there  is  a  species  of  five-masonry  ;  so.  in 
answer  to  my  imjuiries.  I  h-anied  that  mv 
visitor  liad  K-eii  a  postman  in  our  nieiro- 
polls. 

A-  th'Te  are  very  fe\v  Knglishmcn  that  ha\<- 
not  a  liking  toi-  li.dd-sports,  it  struck  me  thai 
this  man  might  possiUly  know  something  of  the 
capabilities  of  the  country  in  this  respect  :  and  as 
luck  would  havt-  it.  we  nlitained  from  him  lucid 
information  as  to  the  irame  in  he  found  in  dill'er- 

eilt  localities  —  all  of  \\-llich  liore  the  rill^'of  tl'lle 
lip'tal. 

Ih1'  ip'Xt  iiiornini:",  ei'i-  ihf  sin i  had  sliown 
over  the  eastern  liiirli  grounds,  \ve  were  m 
'/•mill',  mounted  on  liori'o\ved  horses.  ()nr 

appi-araiice    divw     much    alli-nlioM.     and     \ve     wel'c 

nlijects  of  LTi'i-ai  ciiriosiry  to  military  and  to  civi- 
lians aliki'.  This  iippcafi-d  --urpi'i-inL;  u'iih  !•••- 
fi-riMic.-  to  myself,  for  in  costume  and  npiipmeni 
I  h'-iii-ved  my-rlf  so  p-rf-'-t  that  1  mi^ht  liuve 
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oeeii  seen  by  any  cover  in  our  Midland  coun- 
ties during  Autumn.  I  prided  myself,  more- 
over, on  my  horsemanship,  a  fair  friend 
having  once  whispered  in  my  ear  that  1  never 
looked  to  such  advantage  as  in  the  pig- 
skin. 

My  friend,  however,  most  certainly  could 
never  have  been  on  horseback  before,  for 
his  attention  seemed  to  be  so  entirely  ab- 
sorbed in  endeavouring  to  retain  his  equili- 
brium that  he  was  unable,  for  the  time, 
to  exert  his  conversational  powers.  His  nag, 
being  fresh  and  restive,  showed  a  decided 
objection  to  the  gun  in  the  hands  of  its 
rider,  and  though  for  an  hour  the  representa- 
tive of  the  great  Western  lu-public  stuck  like 
a  man  to  his  double-barrel,  he  was  at  last, 
so  worried  and  chafed  that  he  consented  to 
its  being  carried  by  one  of  the  ambulance 
drivers  proceeding  in  our  direction. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  we 
had  two  dogs.  Mine  was  an  orthodox  old 
pointer  that  might  have  passed  muster  in 
anv  crowd.  The  other  one,  borrowed  bv  mv 
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frifiid,  had  been  represented  as  a  splen- 
did dog  junir  In  I'/tii.**,-,  Imt  his  appearance 
was  SD  peculiar  that  it  would  have  pii/xled 
tin-  most  skilled  in  tin-  canine  science  to 
pronounce  what  crosses  or  lnveil.s  hail  coin- 
liiiicil  to  pi'tiilucv  him.  I  hail  prdti-sti-d  against, 
{his  addition  to  our  party.  1'iit.  tiring  ovrr- 
niled,  ••  ( 'a-sar  "  1'fcanic  one  of  us.  The  i(rnitN 
ran!*,  like  the  <it  mi*  li"i/«>  has  its  peculi- 
arities: and  one  of  MaMer  f'a-sar's  was  tliat 
lie  had  a  thorough  detestation  nf  the  halt- 
civili/ed  specimens  of  his  own  race  that  \\i-rc 
to  lie  met.  with  aloii_r  the  hi^hwav.  He  was 
so  unwearied  in  irivinir  them  chase  that  I 
almost  imagined  him  imper\  ions  to  lati^ne; 
fur  during  the  |',-\v  leagues  we  had  iravi-rsed. 
he  must  have  p'lie  ijiiji.di'iiple  the  distance 
in  pursuit  of  these  \\;M  four-footed  Bre- 
thren. 

Towards  noon  we  halted  at  a  canteen  where, 
under  the  shade  of  an  aloe  hed-v,  \ve  ijiiallVd 
snndrv  glasses  ot  ?•//<  "/•,//,,,///•..  and  entered  in;o 
ini  isi  ji-jfrci -a hie  d  'iiversat  i-  in  \'.  it  li  a  part  \  <  <[' 
\-n\n\''  oilicers,  evidentlv  in.-l  arrived  from  home 
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and  thirsting  after  military  glory.  When  our  cigars 
were  almost  smoked  out,  a  ricandicfc  joined  our 
group,  u  wild  harum-scarum  reckless  piece  of 
goods,  with  an  answer  for  everybody,  and  ex- 
hibiting such  proficiency  at  repartee  that  very 
few  indeed  could  claim  the  victory  in  a  con- 
test of  words  with  her.  In  appearance  she  was 
pet'de  and  well-formed,  with  the  largest  and 
most  wicked  oriental-looking  eyes,  while  a 
wealth  of  glossy  black  hair  fell  nnconfined  from 
under  her  forage  cap  around  her  shoulders. 
With  that  courtesy  to  the  fair  sex  so  character- 
istic of  Americans,  my  friend  Avas  at  once 
most  marked  in  his  attentions  to  her.  A  mutual 
liking  sprung  up  between  them  ;  and  when  we 
again  got  into  the  saddle,  this  light-hearted 
vivacious  "daughter  of  the  regiment"  pro- 
posed to  be  of  our  party  throughout  the  next 
stage. 

1 1  is  an  old  saying  that  two  are  company, 
but  three  none.  This  adage  was  so  pointedly 
recalled  to  my  memory  by  the  continual 
whisperings  and  xnb  rosa  looks  interchanged 
between  my  fellow-traveller  and  the  sprightly 
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child  (if  France,  tliat  to  avoid  liein.u:  considered 
a  hore,  am!  very  much  aiiaiiist  my  will  -tor  I 
too  had  a  hankering  fur  her  society  I  acceler- 
ated ihc  pace  nt'  my  nair  so  as  to  p.-t  out  ol 
car-slmt.  and  lead  the.  way.  While  doinu'  so 
a  cur  spninir  from  under  a  luish.  and  it'  a  kettle 
had  hern  ii'tiU'hi'd  to  }[\^  tail  he  could  mu  have 
made  a  more  precipitate  ili^ht.  (  'a-sar  mai-ked 
the  puiie.  and  Lrivin^  ton.irne  like  a  t'nx-hnund 
started  in  jiiir-uit.  In  jiace  he  had  the  hot  ol' 
it,  and.  hut  fur  an  unexpected  event  his  teeth 
\vuiild  dmihtless.  in  a  few  nmiv  strides,  have 
hecMine  acquainted  \\illi  the  Hanks  (Pf  the  !'i_ri- 


round,  i-ei/ed  (  'a-sar  hy  the  tln-nat.  and  in  less 
tiine  than  words  can  descrihe  thivw  him  on  hi^ 
hack.  Tiiree  or  four  other  curs  rushed  at  the 
>ame  tiine  to  the  assault,  \\iih  such  vindictive 
demonstrations,  that  ii  ai  once  hecame  evi- 
dent that,  hut  f'T  prompt  interference,  mir 
Lrrand  .-)»  <r\  in_r  do^  would  In-  torn  liml'  from 
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tilings  in  the  same  light,  and  it  became  a  race 
between  us  who  should  get  first  to  the  rescue. 
The  lady  won  by  a  neck,  but  our  arrival  did  not 
put  a  stop  to  the  contest,  so  determined  were 
the  belligerents  in  their  rage  and  furv.  My 

•-'  \J 

heavy  built,  powerful  old  pointer,  moreover, 
joined  in  the  fight  in  defence  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, thus  adding  fuel  to  the  fire. 

It  is  not  safe  or  easy  to  interfere  with  seven 
or  eight  dogs  in  an  indiscriminate  heap,  biting 
and  tearing  each  other,  as  my  friend  evidently 
thought,  for  he  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the 
bellicose  brutes  by  riding  them  down.  The  plan 
to  a  certain  extent  succeeded;  but  one  of  the 
curs,  before  taking  his  departure,  laid  hold  of 
his  horse  by  the  hock.  Bucephalus  plunged, 
reared,  arid  kicked.  For  a  moment  the  rider 
gallantly  retained  a  seat  somewhere  between  tin- 
ears  and  tail;  but  all  his  efforts  to  ward  nil' 
the  calamity  were  unavailing,  and  he  was  finally 
dismounted — his  appearance,  in  his  descent, 
being  not  unlike  that  of  a  huge  spread  eagle 
taking  a  header. 

In    performing   this  acrobatic    feat,  he    let    go 


his  iviris.  and  the  horse,  released  from  captivitv, 
iininediately  took  to  lli_rh<.  1  sji\v  at  a  glance 
the  inconvenience  that  ninsi  ivsuh  from  the  loss 
of  1  he  animal's  services.  .Mile.  \ivandicre  was 
evidently  struck  with  the  same  idea,  though  she 
'•"lit  iniled  to  ,ui\v  wav  to  tin-  ino-t  abundant 
merriment  at  my  friend's  disaster. 

\\"e  both.  linwr\  vr.  starti  d  in  pursuit  of  tin- 
truant,  and  never  was  there  a  nmre  interesting 
nice.  Tiic  littlr  inerry  elf  was  dctei'inined  t"  ln-at 
Hi'',  and  the  few  stra^u'lin.ir  snldiers  who  were 
ai'"iiud  ajijiun-iitly  believed  1  was  unaMr  to 
obtain  th"  lead.  Such  a  thought  had  nut 
entered  !ny  head,  but.  if  it  had.  her  lin'ht 
weight  and  siijierior  nioiml  would  have  Lfiven  her 
so  tiiiieh  sulvanta^'e  th;it  I  eoidd  uiilv  have 
expected  to  collie  o|]'  second  be>|. 

A    stt.-ni    chase    i-    al\\  a\  -     ah  >ii-r    <  'in-.     :tnd 

We      had     passed    over    a     inile     before     the    daring 

linle   hor^ewoiiiaii    was    al<  the     I'uiritive. 

I  |e  \vi  illld  Ho),  hi  (WeVel1.  pennil  hilli-e]f  !o  lie 
c  p!  Ul'ed.  and  ]  'I  '--ib]\-  a  mile  and  a  half  more 
\'  efe  tl-avel'ved  before  We  Were  able  to  lay  hold 

reins.       |     have    ridden    with    lux-hounds. 
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harriers,  and  beagles,  but  never  enjoyed  a  run 
\vith  greater  gusto  than  this  one;  for  I  had 
commenced  with  a  partiality  for  the  little  woman, 
which  certainly  was  damped  when  I  saw  her 
show  such  a  decided  leaning  to  my  companion. 
As  she  galloped  before  me,  each  stride  of  IKT 
horse  displayed  new  points  of  perfection  in  IHT 
figure. 

When  we  had  made  our  capture  we  both 
halted.  Riders  as  well  as  horses  required  a 
respite,  which  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say- 
was  not  hurried.  My  friend's  disaster  had  not 
elevated  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  martial 
beauty,  who,  evidently  considering  want  of  skill 
in  equitation  a  great  fault  in  a  man,  chattel'"*! 
a  whole  vocabulary  of  clialf  at  the  ridiculous 
figure  he  had  cut  and  the  trouble  he  had 
caused. 

Ultimately  satisfied  that  I  was  making 
rapid  strides  in  her  favour,  I  gained  courage 
enough  to  manufacture  an  excuse  for  dismount- 
ing, by  stating  that  the  girths  of  my  saddle 
had  become  slack.  After  going  through  a 
semblance  of  taking  up  a  hole  or  two,  1  found 

VuL.  II.  X 


178  SNUBBED. 

what  I  considered  a  favourable  opportunity,  and 
endeavoured  to  kiss  the  little  one's  hand.  In 
return  1  received  a  box  on  the  ear,  no  li^ht 
one  I  can  assure  you,  while  in  the  most  )ir>)>- 
I'lioliUtt  manner  she  exclaimed,  kt  You  Englishmen 
ai'e  so  clumsy." 

1  tell  snubbed  of  course,  but  determined  not 
to  show  ii,  so  we  chatted  on  about  all  descrip- 
tions of  irrelevant  matters,  till  we  found  our 
unlucky  friend  still  seated  on  the  ground, 
apparently  on  the  identical  spot  where  he  had 
kissed  mother  earth.  His  countenance  looked 
woe-betrone  in  the  extreme,  and  when  he 
gained  his  legs  it.  was  evident  that  his 
nether  garments  had  sulfered  sadly  in  the 
disaster. 

It  is  seldom  a  man  can  enter  into  a  juke 
against  himself,  and  my  American  friend  cer- 
tainly could  not.  From  tear,  therefore,  ot 
producing  a  quarrel.  !  was  obliged  to  look 
serious;  but  the  little  dame  did  not.  She 
chaffed  the  pool-  fellow  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  required  no  small  amount  of  sell-con- 
ir.>l  to  suppress  my  inclination  to  laughter. 


MOONLIGHT   XIGIITS   IX   ALGERIA.  17U 

On  the  second  day,  however,  we  parted  I'roin 
her,  and  it  was  not  a  moment  too  soon,  for 
somehow  or  other  we  always  found  uiirselves 
alone  together. 

Nowhere  are  there  more  beautiful  moonlight 
nights  than  in  Algeria,  more  particularly  in 
the  Spring  of  the  year.  Nightingales  sing  from 
every  tret',  goatsuckers  glide  by  on  noiseless 
wings,  occasionally  uttering  their  plaintive  call  ; 
while  the  shrill  voice  of  the  jackal  so  fre- 
quently heard  there,  particularly  if  mellowed  bv 
distance,  is  far  from  being  unpleasant.  It  was 
on  such  an  evening,  and  while  we  were  listening 
to  such  sounds,  that  we  parted.  I  had  strolled 
from  the  Arab  house,  where,  1  intended  sleep- 
ing, to  finish  my  cigar.  A  little  way  oil'  burnt 
a  camp-lire,  around  which  lounged  a  dozen 
soldiers,  their  martial  figures  in  their  brilliant 
uniforms  standing  out  in  bold  relief  against 
the  surrounding  gloom.  I  joined  them,  and 
was  at  once  made  welcome.  Ten  minutes  after 
wards  I  was  sharply  tapped  on  the  shoulder.  I( 
was  the  vivandirre. 

"So   Monsieur    leaves    us    to-morrow!      Is  it, 
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nut    so?"  she  commenced    in   a   careless   manner. 

"Too  true.    I  am  sorry  to  say."    I   answered. 

"Sorry  dM  you  say  '"   .-he  repeated  twice." 

••  Ye-,   sorry  !" 

"  Anil  why  so  '." 

••  It  is  better  ii"t  to  confess." 

••"\\ell,  I  am  sorry  al.-".  ainl  I  will  confess. 
< 'ome  !"  She  took  my  arm.  and  we  slowdv 
walked  away  1'rom  the  lire. 

For  some  minute-  neither  -poke.  At  length 
she  halted,  and.  turning  round  while  she  looked 
me  si  eadily  in  the  face,  said, 

••  I  am  sorry  because  I  like  YOU — almost  loYe 
you.  If  you  were  a  suldier  of  France  I  would 
retain  my  confession,  because  we  should  meet 
au'niii  somewhere  or  other,  but  when  YOU  _'o 
it  is  never  to  reiurii.  \  on  will  wander  olf  to 
distant  lain!-,  and  da\  after  day  will  separate 
us  further.  You  could  not  make  me  your  wife, 
bemuse"-  and  -he  h'-re  he.-itated,  but  a  .rain 
eontinueil  with  perceptible  agitation.  "1!  I 
had  been  one  of  .  Kir  la-hii  -liable  dami  s. 
•iriilieial  in  li^ui'e  and  torm.  deceitful  in 
;  umue  and  mercenarY  at  h'-art.  it  wnidd 
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have  been  different,"  and  she  stamped  her 
foot. 

I  dared  not  answer.  I  was  so  astonished  and 
pained.  I  had  possibly  Ilirted  with  her,  but 
never  dreamt  that  my  attentions  v\vre  invatcr 
than  those  she  received  dailv  from  others.  I 
held  her  hand  in  mine,  and  was  about  to  say 
something  to  soothe  her  agitation,  when  she 
again  spoke  : 

"All  I  ask  is  your  likeness.  Yon  will  not 
refuse  my  request.  I  will  keep  it,  for  it  will 
represent  the  first  man  I  have  met  that  I  could 
have  loved." 

I  promised  to  send  it  from  Malta,  on  my 
return. 

••  Remember  you  keep  your  word ;  it.  is  on 
your  honour  yon  make  it.'1  And  ere  the  echoes 
of  the  last  words  had  died  from  my  ears,  she 
was  gone. 

Xext  day,  at  noon,  we  readied  our  shout- 
ing quarters.  An  Algcrine  we  had  sent  tor- 
wain  1  had  obtained,  in  a  douar,  possession  ol 
a  hut  for  our  accommodation,  situated  on  the 
apex  of  some  high  land.  This,  having  been 
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well  swept  out,  had  the  advantage  of  ut  least 
looking  clean.  The  view  around  was  exactly 
such  as  a  sport-man  might  de-ire,  tor  the  country 
was  open,  rolling,  ami  park-like.-  the  slopes 
I  ejng  covered  with  dwarf  palmetto  or  grass. 
Hal!  a  mile  oil',  numerous  giant  oleanders  marked 
a  water  course,  and  through  their  steins  the 
crystal  liquid  could  he  seen  at  intervals.  That 
evening,  as  the  Moslem  pricvt  ehanted  forth 
liis  summons  to  call  the  faitlil'iil  to  woi'>hi|i,  the 
MIII  set  in  refulireiit  ,11'lory  ludiind  the  western 
hills,  portending  the  continuance  of  tine 
weal  her. 

As  I  stood  and  pi/ed  with  that  interest  which 
th"  \\anderei'  alwa\'s  lind-  in  new  scene-,  nu- 
meri'ii<  cattle,  slice]),  and  ti'oats  came  trooping  up 
the  slojie.  under  the  protection  of  several  stal- 
wart hel'ds.  draped  ill  their  llowiiiL;-  white  liur- 
ijonses— evidence  of  a  wealth  not  suggested  l>v 
their  primitive  and  roughly-constructed  iiahita- 
tiojis.  There  \vas  a  freedom  and  simplicity,  vet 
\vildness,  in  the  scene.  iiio>t  attractive  to  mv 
mind. 

I       10  this   time  I  had    not      aid    an      attention 
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to  my  friend's  shooting  gear.  Before  retiring 
for  the  night,  as  we  intended  making  an  early 
start,  wo  proceeded  to  make  our  guns  ready 
for  service,  and  I  took  an  opportunity  to  examine 
my  companion's  double-barrel,  but  of  all  the 
trash  I  ever  saw  made  up  in  the  shape  of  a 
gun — and  my  experience  has  been  considerable — 
this  one  beat  them  all  by  long  odds.  Who  was 
its  maker  must  for  ever  remain  a  mystery,  for 
no  person  in  his  senses  would  have  branded 
himself  with  infamy  by  engraving  his  name  on 

«.i/O  O 

such  a  combination  of  wood  and  iron.  'Fen 
dollars  at  the  utmost  must  have  been  its  cost, 
and  he  who  gave  such  a  sum  for  it  verified  the 
proverb  of  the  fool  and  his  money.  1  actually 
think  a  good  shake  would  have  parted  the  stock 
and  barrels. 

Such  a  discovery,  the  evening  before  com- 
mencing operations,  was  far  from  agreeable. 
True,  I  was  not  to  shoot  with  the  vile  weapon,  but 
it  might  burst  at  my  side,  with  equally  bad 
personal  consequences;  so  I  resolved  at  least  to 
give  my  friend  a  wide  berth. 

With  'baccy  and   a   night-cap  we    betook   our- 
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selves  to  our  irround  sheet-beds,  when'  we 
should  have  doubtless  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 

niirht  of  rest.  Inn  that  .Master  ('a-sar  managed 
to  steal  out  unobserved,  ju>t.  I  suppose,  as  we 
had  p.'ot  thoroughly  into  the  ami-;  of  .Morpheus, 
and  soon  made  his  absence  known  by  entra^'mi: 
in  a  most  determined  encounter  with  all  the 
do-'s  of  the  doiiar.  Poor  old  Saneho,  my 
lavotirite.  heard  the  tin-moil,  and  with  stentorian 
Imiirs  bewailed  the  arrangements  which  prevented 
him  iVom  proceeding  to  the  rescue.  As  the 
borrowed  di>ir  eould  not  be  left  to  be  devoured, 
without  some  attempt  on  our  part  to  prevent  such 
a  catastrophe,  we,  with  our  attendant,  sallied 
i  >rth  in  our  sleeping  attire. 

Kae'n     of     us     tln-ivi'iire     picked     up     a     stout 
e|nli     before      l'-a\'in;_'     the      liniise,      but       many 

vi^ornlis        blnWS         Wt.'l'e        received         befid'e       the 

st  ruLj'^lin.Lr  canine  mass  cnuld  lie  parted  intuits 
units.  ( ';.esar.  irauic  t"  the  la-t,  was  nut  rescued 
a  moment  too  soon,  fur  the  \<\'i<»\  i\«\\ct\  in 
numerous  wounds  from  his  yellow  hide.  As  he 
proved  -ueli  a  constant  source  u I  annoyance,  he 
v.,(-  roiideiniied  to  be  kept  constantly  tied  up 
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lor  the  future.  I  almost  wished  he  had  been 
handed,  for  I  was  uncharitable  enough  to  believe 
him  quite  incapable  of  performing  his  duties  in 
the  iield. 

My  friend  snored  through  the  remaining  hours 
of  that  night,  while  1  kieked  and  tossed  about 
most  uncomfortably.  But  day  at  last  dawned, 
and  with  the  increasing  light,  cattle,  horses, 
goats,  sheep,  and  poultry  indicated,  by  their 
various  calls,  their  proximity;  expressing  at  the 
same  time  their  desire1  to  be  released  from  con- 
finement. Semi-civilized  people,  subsisting  as 
these  dwellers  in  Northern  Africa  do,  seldom 
require  such  summonses  to  leave  their  dor- 
mitories. Habit  has  become  second  nature  to 
them,  and  as  few  are  troubled  \vith  elaborate 
wardrobes,  very  little  delay  occurs  between  rising 
and  going  forth.  1'erhaps  1  should  rather  sa\ 
that  our  habits  have  become  second  nature,  tlmsc 
of  these  keepers  of  flocks  being  much  more 
primitive  and  in  accordance  with  the  teachings 
of  Nature. 
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ClIAPTKIi   IX. 

<: I     Sjiui't  — Al-fiVM'o    Lmir'iom — ( ';i--ar- — Encounter      with 

;i    Puii'iluT — limn1    sit    l<uv —  AtVu-in  >]>urt —  Ivtunit'i  Buna. 
—  Had  \\eatbor. 

On;  advent  in  shooting  was  eminently  pro- 
jiitinus.  Oiiail  in  sin-'lr  am]  iloulilu  I'inls  \vi.-i\- 
fl'lsln-i]  t'iMiii  c\'cT\  I'linch  of  jtalnii'ttns.  1  shot 
iiioiicrati'lv,  in\'  tVii'ii'l  haillv.  Still  tin;  cajia- 
Wri'r  Mi^iicinli'i]  on  cithc-r 


dcscL-inU/i]  into  a  l;ir_T'c  fXpan-r  of  wet  nic;i'lo\v- 
\vlii-n1  >nip'-.  plox'fi1,  alpl  \vilil  d'lck  \\'crc  aluin- 
ilant,  ;,iiil  iVi'in  i  hc-i'  \vt-  made  a  sulcd  ion  to  a-ld 
lo  oiir  iiiisc'L-llancuiis  sM-il.  \\  .•  atr  our  lunch 
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by  the  side  of  a  cool  spring,  under  the  shade 
of  a  giant  fig-tree,  and  enjoyed  our  otiiun  with- 
out any  attempt  at  dignity.  Co3sar  was  not  of 
the  party,  having  been  left  at  home  tied  up,  in 
consequence  of  the  physical  disqualifications 
for  field  services  under  which  lie  suffered.  Ilis 
grief  at  being  denied  the  privilege  of  accompany- 
ing us  was  vouched  for  by  his  doleful  bowlings, 
which  gradually  became  less  and  less  distinct 
as  the  distance  increased  between  us  and  the 
village. 

1  considered  the  contretemps  of  last  evening 
a  very  fortunate  circumstance,  for  otherwise  I 
should  have  had  to  submit  to  his  eccentricities 
in  running  up  game,  and  scouring  the,  country 
giving  tongue. 

\\  e  were  not  yet  out  of  the  wood,  however, 
for  our  frugal  meal  was  barely  finished  when, 
to  my  consternation,  the  subject  of  my  dislike 
put  in  an  appearance  (limping  on  three  legs,  and 
with  about  a  couple  of  yards  of  rope  trailing  be- 
hind him),  with  the  greatest  manifestations  of 
pleasure.  His  injuries  had  told  upon  him,  for  he 
was  a  sadder  if  not  a  wiser  dog,  and  only 
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irratilied  his  propensity  for  mi-chief,  hy  o'ivin^ 
such  wounded  liirds  as  fell  in  liis  way  a 
vicious  pinch. 

After  lunch  we  au'ain  made  for  the  more 
elevated  regions,  and  on  a  hank  facing  the  south, 
covered  with  scruK  i'ound  several  eoveys  of 
rcd-leifired  partridges  not  yd  paired.  After 
nunieroii-  shots  \ve  l>roko  thdii  up.  main"  of 
them  wiiiLfin^1  their  wav  to  a  neiu'hltourini:' liill- 
side.  while  tiie  remainder  turned  hack  to  the 
irn  pimd  \ve  had  just  t  raversed. 

My  friend  whose  name,  l>v  the  }>\\  was  Smith- - 
yes.  ,Iohii  Smith.  !>ut  no  relation  of  the  worthy 
that  figures  so  prominently  in  Aind'ican  history, 
had  coine  to  tli"  conclusion  tliat  his  indill'ei-cnt 
shootinir  was  ]produci-d  hv  the  irregular  action 
o|  the  lock-,  and  LTeiieral  inililVereiil  tjualitv  o|  his 
wondrous  u'lin.  lie  therefore  a-ked.  as  a  personal 
favoiii1.  that  I  woidd  i-.\chai)'_l'e  arms  with  !iim 
fora  few  minutes,  while  he  went  hack  alter  tlie 
1'ird-  tliat  had  douhied  round  and  dropped  in 
our  rear.  To  refuse  such  -,\,  request  woidd 
have  been  simply  uii'j'entlemanly,  and  I  handed 
him  my  weapon,  whih/  armed  with  his  I 
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starlet]  tor  the  birds  that  had  alighted  on  the 
neighbour  ing  slope. 

The  attendant  instructed  to  retain  a  higher 
position  on  the  incline  than  I  did,  and  endea- 
vour to  "mark"  the  birds  on  their  future  resting 
places,  accompanied  rne;  but  on  arrival  at  the 
ground,  my  game  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  1 
cast  backwards  and  forwards,  and  gave  Sancho 
the  wind,  bun  all  without  avail,  though  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  was  thus  consumed.  The 
birds  had  doubtless  taken  flight,  unperceived, 
while  the  negotiation  for  an  exchange  of  guns 
was  taking  place. 

A\  lide  J  was  thinking  of  giving  up  (lie  un- 
productive search,  my  attention  was  attracted  to 
our  guide,  who  was  by  turns  gesticulating  violently 
with  his  arms  and  pointing  to  a  water-course 
beneath.  I  hail  no  doubt  that  he  saw  some 
description  of  game  in  the  direction  indicated, 
and  directed  my  steps  towards  it;  but  this 
proceeding  was  evidently  not  to  his  satisfac- 
tion, for  his  pantomimic  gestures  became  more 
and  mure  numerous  and  grotesque. 

I  could  see    water   from  where    I    stood,   annum 
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the-  oleander  limits,  and  soino  animal  was 
apparently  di-t  urhinir  its  surface.  This  rivulet 
had  noi  an  uninterrupted  course,  hut  was 
hrnki'i!  into  pool<.  the  connertiiii;'  links  hetweeii 
which  were  hidden  anionii1  the  ^iu'antic  Imulders 
that  studded  iis  course.  The  current  conse- 
quently was  haivlv  percept  il 'le.  and  water  onlv 
visilile  ai  thosi'  place^  where  the  lioltuin  was 
eXtrelindy  low. 

I  Msivjjardinu'  mv  iruide.  I  descenddl  quietlv, 
iecliiiLf  confident  I  was  ahout  to  have  a  >hot 
at  wild  iluek.  To  im]iro\'e  inv  prospect  of 
success,  and  shorten  the  ran;.:1'-.  1  made  a  de- 
tour  so  as  to  come  out  mi  the  reverse  side  nf 
tlii-  pon!.  which.  To  all  appearance.  \\;is  much 
III,  ,;•«•  free  t'n  Ull  ci  >Ver. 

With  heiit  hack  and  cautiuus.  slow,  and 
:  •  :  step.  1  advaticeil  upuii  the  supp.-<ed 

hroad-liills.  inn  a  ipiaek  m-  tlutier  indiea;in^ 
ihejr  presence,  till  I  \va>  certainlv  W'-!l  v,  iiiiin 
slmt.  The  lasl  hunch  o|'  ulea  lid'  r  '  hat  ii!!e!'- 

Cejilrd  l|i\  \iew  was  plislieij  o]]  Olie  side.  alld 
I  id  ill  the  presence  IP  1  if  a  clique  of 

the     \\ch-fo(,ted      familv  —hill        .  it  hill     ei^Iit      or 
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at  the  farthest  ten  yards— -of  an  enormous 
panther ! 

In  previous  years,  in  America.  T  had  killed 
dangerous  game,  but  on  all  occasions,  except  one. 
with  suitable  arms.  The  exception  alluded  to 
was  on  one  occasion  when  I  came  upon  a  bear 
at  the  closest  possible  range1,  and  then  duck-shot 
was  in  my  barrels  instead  of  No.  7,  which 
1  now  possessed.  I  may  admit  I  felt  alarmed. 
but  the  rencontre  had  the  effect  of  so  bracing  me 
that  I  prepared  coolly  for  any  overt  action  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Our  discovery  of  each  other's  presence  oc- 
curred simultaneously.  The  panther  slowly  raided 
its  head  from  the  water  in  which  it  had  been 
drinking,  but  its  body  remained  extended  at 
full  length,  the  twitching  of  its  tail  and  the 
almost  imperceptible  gathering  back  of  the  ears 
being  the  sole  indications  of  animation.  Tin- 
eves,  however,  those  wonderful  indexes  of 
character,  or  rather  intention,  in  a  beast  of  prey, 
spoke,  as  plainly  as  any  language1  could,  the 
anger  with  which  my  intrusion  was  regarded. 
It  \va>  useless  to  sigh  after  impossibilities,  but 
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what  would  I  not  have  iriveii  to  have  my  own 
trusty  double  iiun,  each  barrel  loaded  with 
hall,  when  1  miirht  have  taken  the  initiative  and 
not  felt  disposed  to  sneak  away  from  so  worthy 
an  antagonist. 

The  knowledge  I  had  acquired  from  the  study 
of  wild  animals  alone  saved  me.  I  stood  pre- 
pared f^r  the  worst,  staring  straight  into  the 
of  my  adversary,  determined  onlv  to  use 
my  LTUII  at  close  quarters.  MY  cool  demeanour 
and  determined  aspect  would,  however,  I  hoped, 
induce  the  brute  to  avoid  pr"Yokiuir  a  eon- 
Ilict.  .My  steady  stare  and  hold  pix.e  had  the 
desired  (  Ifect.  tor.  after  tiie  lap<e  of  a  few 
minutes,  tiie  animal  UI'OM-.  took  a  parting  look 
at  me.  and  then,  turnim:  slowly,  disappeared 
allin  '-1  as  silent  ly  as  a  shadi  i\v. 

The  moral  vieti  iry  I  well  knew  was  mine,  and 
no  longer  satisiied  with  1  •  ::i_'  safe  from  --o 
dangerous  a  foe.  I  emerged  from  the  bushes  to 
-•••  the  L'ame  steal  acros-  the  np.-n  \'  hicii  it 
was  iieci-ssarv  to  traverse  •  r-1  ii  c  ^,!d  reach 
e  ivcr  of  sullicieiit  ma.iriiit  n  i"  er  it  [>er- 

f  -••  1  y  t'ri">!i:  view.  1  \va  >  not  a  u\<  imonl  too 
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soon,  for  the  panther  was  within  thirty  or 
forty  yards  of  the  rover,  and  a  few  in.  ro 
bounds  would  Transport  it  out  of  sight,  when 
confound  it  !  there  was  that  extraordinary  dog 
(  V'sar  ido.se  at  its  heels  and  gaining  on  the 
object  of  his  pursuit  at  every  stride,  \vhile  i 
short  distance  to  my  right  was  Smith  hurrying1 
towards  me  as  rapidly  as  the  rough  surface  ot 
the  gTound  would  permit. 

It  was  now  apparent  to  what  I  owed  my 
safety.  The  noise  caused  by  the  advance  ol 
my  friend  bad  been  heard  by  the  panther,  am! 
not  relishing  the  prospect  of  a  double  duel  it 
had  preferred  flight.  Meanwhile  the  rash  C;osar 
was  almost  within  such  distance  of  the  panther 
as  wotdd  enable  him  to  use  his  teeth,  and  the 
energy  which  characterised  his  bearing  spoke  his 
purpose  ;  but  he  had  a  craft}'  and  powerful 
foe  to  deal  with. 

In  a  moment  the  panther  turned,  and  with- 
out an  apparent  effort  struck  a  blow  which 
elicited  from  Caesar  a  short  deep  howl  i  i 
pain.  The  poor  animal,  wounded  unto  death, 
lav  struggling  on  the  ground,  the  wild  cat 
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disappearing  a  moment  afterwards  into  the 
hrush. 

How  far  the  formidable  ere; ••••<•>•  would  go 
when  out  of  -Lht  was  doul>tfiil.  for  stealthy 
and  cunning  as  all  its  race,  it  might  M"\\-  he 
only  a  lew  yards  oil'  from  it-  struggling  vic- 
tim, and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  he 
more  than  usually  careful  in  approaching  the 

This  I  pointed  out  to  my  companion:  hut  his 
MIMM]  was  up.  and  in  spite  of  consequences 

the  plucky  dog  must  lie  attended  to.  Our 
attendant,  who  now  joined  u-.  told  us  he  had 
; — n  the  panther  crossing  at  a  rapid  pace  some 
dare  ground  a  hundred  yards  or  more  Irom 
1  lie  place  where  it  had  taken  cover. 

I  'oof  ( ';e-ar  was    trulv    in    a    pit  iahle  condition. 
Hi-    haek    was   broken,   and   several    deep   gashes 
«ci  m  d  his  liank.      Yet    all  h-m^li    ii  wa-   apparent 
he     was     suffering     inien-e     agony,     which 
eoidd  terminate   only    in    death,    i  he    pimr    fel!»v. 
looked    into    his    temporary     master's    eyes    \\iih 
air     whieh      seemed    to     expre--      the     satis- 
faction   he     felt     at     having    il'lie     his     di;iv     like 
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a   good   dm:,    and    licked  the   hand  extended    to 
caress   him. 

Nothing  could  be  done  for  the  sufferer,  und 
I  proposed,  us  an  act  of  charity,  to  terminate 
his  sui'l'e riii ::;>,  but  a  stern  interjection  of  dissent 
was  the  response.  Such  a  step,  however,  was 
not  necessary,  for,  with  a  painful  whine  the 
poor  creature  made  an  effort  to  stretch  itself, 
and  after  a  few  spasmodic  struggles  all  was 
over. 

A  fixed  purpose  of  revenge  was  evidently  para- 
mount in  the  bosom  of  my  companion.  It 
is  useless  to  describe  the  nights,  fruitless  of 
results,  that  he  passed  stationed  on  lonely  hill- 
sides, or  in  rocky  ravines,  provided  with  a  kid 
as  bait  to  tempt  the  object  of  his  search  within 
range-  of  his  barrels,  but  at  length  repeated  wan! 
of  success  damped  his  ardour,  and  our  time  was 
again  devoted  to  small  game. 

\\  e  had  returned  from  shooting  one  day  a 
little  earlier  than  usual.  In  the  dollar  was  a 
horseman — a  splendid  specimen  of  his  race.  To 
us  was  intended  the  honour  of  his  visit,  lie  told 
us  that  "at  a  hamlet  ten  miles  off  wild  hogs 
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ueiv  causing  serious  destruction  to  the  crop-*, 
and  would  the  I'Yrin.irecs  pass  a  fe\\  days  wilh 
f'H'  -dieik.  and  assist  to  kill  some  of  the  noxious 
animals'  As  change  o|  scene  ua-  lie^inninji'  to 
to  lie  desirable,  the  invitation  was  promptly 
accepted. 

!  )ur    ride    n. -xt     morning,    alter    ;  he    first     feu 

miles,    was     liiroiiirli    what     was     to     us    a      nev. 

'•oimtry.      !>en-^     copses    of    exaLTire  rated     iin;-h 

ueiv    nf     frequent     occurrence,    while    a    lagoon 

if  considerable    extent,    and     well    stocked     with 

aquatic    '_ran;e.    stretched    for    some    miles    to    th<- 

lej't.      \\  h"ii>'Ver    our     path     led    over    the    damp 

_;•'•  )Uinl.    soil     turned    up.    \vith    \\ater    resting    in 

• ' ,  '    indentations,    n  >ld    of    the     m  iet  m'nal     visit s 

:     master    pi^u'y    to    the    locality.      The    village 

re  idled.     We     jield     a     levee      in      1  he      hut      allot  ted 

>r  our  reception,  when,  through  \\;,-  meiliurn 
of  our  ;juide,  our  course  of  proceed ini:  lor  the 

>rro\v  \vas  settled. 

When,  at  length,  v.  it "h  the  exception  of  the 
-ii"ik  and  our  \  i  -ilor  of  \  e--terda\ .  we  \\  t  p- 

if  die.     colfer.    Sca<M]]ed       wil  ll      Si    l||e<  liill^    s!  roll^el'. 

,'id    i '  ibacci  i  v.  ep-    in    Lnvat   i  iemand  ;  and    t  he    t  \\ '  • 


ENTENTE   CORDIALE.  ll>7 

Christian  dogs,  particularly  when  tliey  succeeded 
in  making  it  understood  that  they  were  not 
French,  made  rapid  strides  in  the  estimation 
of  their  host.  In  a  position  such  as  this,  it  is 
impossible  to  over-estimate  the  disadvantage  of 
not  speaking  the  language  of  the  inlia.hita.ins. 
Interpreters  never  do  justice  to  either  party, 
often  abbreviating  your  most  ilowerv  speeches 
and  compliments,  and  that,  doubtless,  in  a 
most  ruthless  way. 

In  spite,  however,  of  these  little  difficulties, 
the  cii/cnti'.  cordiale  was  so  thoroughly  estab- 
lished that  ere  it  was  dark  we  had  all  started 
together  for  some  neighbouring  gardens,  with 
the  hope  of  getting  a  shot  at  an  immense  boar 
which  nightly  ravaged  them. 

The  sheik  and  the  American  took  up  their 
position  in  some  tall  dry  reeds,  beside  an  en- 
closure of  grain,  as  yet  only  a  few  inches 
above  the  sin-face  of  the  soil,  while  my  com- 
panion and  myself  pushed  forward  nearly  half 
a  mile  further  to  a  tangled  thicket  of  scrub 
which  Hanked  what  evidently  had  been  a  sweet 
potato  and  melon  ground.  The  wind  suited 


tip  i"sitioii  of  our  amhii-di.  and  it  was  sunn 
ma  le  as  comfortable  as  circumstances  would 
permit. 

IT  it  is  tedious  to  lie  nn  a  sick-bed 
anxiously  waiting  the  return  of  day.  it  i<  still 
i:."iv  minir  to  one's  patience  to  be  caired  in 
a  bu>h.  unable  to  move,  even  tn  yawn,  for 
fear  nf  alarming  vniir  i|uarr\  :  while  at  the 
same  time  vmi  are  debarred  the  cnmtbrt  of 
t'-haeco,  lest  its  fumes  should  taint  the  atmo- 
sphere,  for  the  wild  animals  invariably  associate 
man  with  the  Xicntiaii  leaf. 

l'>u!     i;    was  a   beautiful   niirht.     Altlmiiv.-h   imt 

iir    as    ilav,     there     was    suilicient     li_rht     to 

si-e    distinctly     objects     within     thirty     or    more 

;,  n-'U  -  that      siil, ilr,ed       liu'lit      that      soften<      t  he 

.-.    and    cu"ives    addilioiial     attraction     to    al! 

. 

Several     false     alarms     had     been      -iveii.     A 

';-_•     buii^h    or    bmki-n      twij-     had      recalled 

•'in     sniiie     I'eileciii  MIS    ill    wliich     I     was   iii- 

;  j\   i"    the   realities   ,,!'    my    |"'-it'Mn.     Still 

j    apjM-ared.   and     no    report     of    lire-arms 

•\;.'d      !  !,al      m\      fri  ' .  .  i      been     Vi  'Mcheij 
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greater  luck.  In  a  few  moments,  however,  tin: 
Arab  laid  his  hand  upon  my  wrist,  a  muffled 
sound,  not  distant,  but  subdued,  having  struck 
upon  his  ear.  I  heard  it  too,  and  my 
heart  palpitated  with  eager  excitement.  The 
noise  continued,  and  alter  the  lapse  of  a 
short  time  it  became  more  and  more  ap- 
parent that  it  heralded  the  approach  of  some 
animal. 

The  eye  is  wonderfully  apt  to  exaggerate. 
For  this  reason,  probably,  sportsmen  often  get 
the1  credit  »f  not  adhering  closely  to  the  truth  : 
but  it  is  a  positive  fact  that,  as  soon  as  I  could 
distinguish  the  figure  of  my  quarry,  I  thought 
it  was  at  least  as  large  as  a  donkey.  It  was 
advancing  directly  towards  me,  its  head  bent 
down  in  the  act  apparently  of  examining 
the  surface  in  search  of  favourite  roots. 
fn  uncertain  light  I  am  not  partial  to  end 
shots,  i'or  they  require  much  precision,  and  I 
therefore  waited  for  a  broadside.  Although 
the  animal  was  within  twenty  yards  ol  me.  no 
such  opportunitv  offered  for  some  minutes,  but 
it  came  at  last.  A  twig  that  had  been  doubled 
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i:n<l<T  our  scat  escaped  from  the  pressure  and 
with  a  <light  noise  ahruptly  straightened  itself. 

This  alarmed  the  animal,  A\hich.  with  a  short 
,.],,. ]•--,. tic  grunt  threw  its  head  ii]>.  ainl  turned 
riMind  on  its  u'nai'd.  Mv  harrcN  \vciv  pointed 
in  a  moment  to  his  shoulder,  \\hieh  \va^  exjiosed. 
an  1  MMiulianeniisly  with  the  ivjiiirt  ]'',--> 
fvll. 

Sprin^ini:'  to  my  tret,  I  threw  down  my 
!''"!  to  l'iad.  for  thi-  was  in  the  days  of 
mn/zle-loaders.  ainl  down  went  the  -\vad  over 
the  po\vder.  The  creature  which  I  supposed 
to  he  dyini:  >t rubied  \ioleinly  in  the  sjuisinodic 
el'f-.rt-.  as  I  lielk-Yed.  that  precede  death.  In 
this,  howi/ver,  I  wa<  mistaken,  i'or  on  a  sudih-n 
i:  rained  its  t'eet.  and  he  tore  I  could  thi'ow  in 
a  second  shot  the  stricken  pi  me  had  vanished  into 
the  Lfloom. 

(MI  our  wav  home  we  thought  to  find  our 
iVi'-nds.  hut  they  were  u'oiic.  (  >n  our  arrival  at 
the  village  \ve  learned  thai  they  had  not  yet 
returned.  So,  tired,  and  possihly  di-'jnsied  at 
i!  \  want  ot'  hick.  I  ri'tir^d  to  mv  couch,  irrate- 
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consisting  only  of  a  few  blankets  ami  a  ground- 
sliect. 

An  hour  after  midnight  Smith  came  home. 
lie  had  obtained  three  shots,  the  result  of 
which  was  baling'  one  hog,  wounding  a  second, 
and  missing  the  third.  My  talc,  as  unvar- 
nished as  possible,  was  then  told  :  aiVr  which, 
it  was  settled  that  our  first  object  on  the 
morrow  should  be  the  recovery  of  the  escaped 
giant. 

After  breakfast,  accompanied  by  about  a 
dozen  men.  the  most  of  whom  were  intended 
for  beaters,  and  as  many  cur-dogs,  we  readied 
the  scene  of  my  rencontre  the  previous  night. 
A\  e  easily  discovered  the  foot-tracks  and  the 
broken  soil  that  had  been  turned  over.  The 
former  were  large,  but  not  quite  as  much  so 
as  I  expected.  AYc  both  took  our  stand  to 
leeward  of  the  cover,  while  the  beaters  with 
their  dugs  entered  to  windward,  showing  an 
utter  disregard  to  thorns  and  briers.  Their 
cheery  voices  and  shouts  were  soon  heard.  A 
cur  yelped,  the  others  responded  to  the  sum- 
mons, and  it  was  evident  thev  were  ni'ibbing 
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something.  But  whatever  it  was.  it  was  show- 
ing iiirht.  The  confused  sounds  all  came  from 
tin.-  same  spot,  and  the  heaters  airain  and  airain 
renewed  their  clamour. 

Half  an  hour  afterwards  the  heaters  one  hy 
one  joined  U-,  and  all  concurred  that  a  larire 
hoar  was  at  hay.  To  liirht  the  formidahle 
animal  in  his  lair  was  the  only  chanee  of 
succes>.  and  this  we  determined  to  do.  But 
who  was  to  have  the  honour  of  first  risking 
his  person  in  contest  with  the  hrutc  .'  I  claimed 
it  on  the  irround  that  it  was  umjuestionahly  the 
hoar  I  had  wounded  the  previous  niirlit,  and 
that,  having  drawn  lir>l  hlood.  T  was  justly 
eiitith'il  to  deliver  \\ii_:  n>n]>  i/t>  iji'iic<\  My  friend, 
on  the  other  hand,  arirued  that  he  mi_rhl 
never  liave  another  -i;nilar  opportunity.  Like 
«;e|i»ihle  men.  we  determined  to  to-s.  ;md 

thus         decide          the          issue.  The         ],,t          |'ell          to 

[>ivestiirj;  m\'selt  oi  all  that  miirht  incom- 
le.-ie  ],,,.,  mid  with  nothing  hut  my  nm  and 
hum  in _••  kni  fe.  I  caut  iou-ly  pushed  t  iin  mirh 
creeper-.,  shi-uhs.  ;n,d  hri'-rs  to  where  the  do.irs 
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kept  up  their  clamour.  The  cover  was  so  dense 
that  in  many  places  I  was  compelled  to  crawl 
on  all  fours,  and  when  doing  so  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  see  ten  yards  in  front,  from  the 
the  dense-ness  of  the  stems  of  the  dwarf 
timber. 

At  length  I  gained  a  passing  glance  of  one  or 
two  of  the  curs,  who,  with  that  intelligence  so 
characteristic  of  all  their  family,  recognised 
me  at  once  as  an  ally,  in  proof  of  which 
they  redoubled  their  efforts  to  dislodge,  the 
game. 

From  the  increased  denseness  of  the  wood, 
and  greater  irregularity  in  the  surface,  I 
could  only  advance  further  on  hands  and 
knees,  and  that  at  so  slow  a  pace  as  to 
be  very  tedious. 

At  length  I  was  in  the  thick  of  it.  The 
dogs  rushed  backward  and  forward,  [Kissing 
and  re-parsing  each  other,  as  if  the  quarry 
were  frequently  charging  them  :  but  I  could 
not  yet  see  the  game.  In  front  of  me  was 
a  slimy  moss-grown  rock  which  rose  above 
the  surface  to  an  irregular  point.  This  seemed 


I'D  I 


to  ull'.ird  l><>;li  cKinfortalile  shelter  and  a  u'nml 
]>  isitiKD  for  oloervut  imi,  it'  ii  omld  Inn  l>e 
Drained.  hccisinn,  mi  Midi  i>ecavi"ns  us  the>c, 
•cs  to  In-  prompt,  and  th>Tc  nin-t  !>«•  no 
delay  in  act  ii  'li. 

In  a  lew  nioiiii-nts  I  hail  iraiiied  my  stand. 
and  was  rewarded  I'y  a  view  ol'  ihr  n'rix/.l1.' 
>a\'a_v  (Vniii  In-hind  it.  \\'!iil-  llakf-  nf  i'nani 
adli'.T'-d  tn  }[\^  lip-,  liis  small  t-yc-s  i\vinklcd 
with  malignant  hair,  and  In-  rested  partially 
sitting  "li  a  l"'d  (if  brokfli  and  decayed  ,/,'//,-/.<, 
c-vidi'Utly  a  l-iii--  n>rd  nest.  Il  was  plain,  iVum 
hi-,  dctrrmincd  utiitudc,  ihat  he  w^nld  ti;_'ht 
!  i  tin-  death  I  ic  I  on.-  lukin^  Ili-'ht.  'I'hr  ranp- 
was  KIM  slntrt,  iln-  turret  ulmost  st.-uiniiurv, 
my  |"  oil  i'  <\\  linn  and  ^'i  >  n  !,  and  I  had  alni'  i>l 
dctrrmincd  t'"i-  a  slmt  at  the  Inn-lieud  :  hm  a 

hell  el1  si  mil  >  illcred,  fi  >r  a  clll1  IIP  -I''1  i  illlek\  I  liali 
\i\^  i'.-lln\\-  made  a  dcinniistrat  inn  in  rear,  and 
the  l.^ar  turned  hi-  head  in  k(  r).  hi-  u-.-uil- 
ant  IH-I  ter  in  view.  I.  as  ihc\  sa\  in  ^  ankec 
hind,  "  dn-w  a  U-ad  "  f-ii1  that  i  ;  :.'  dil'ccl  ly 

Sit  liilti   d      lift  \\-ecll      the      Killer     c.  'n,:-l-      K!'      1  lie      .   VO 

and   lii"  null    ui'   the   ear.     Thi-  \va-  Imi    the    \\~<  rk 
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of    a    moment,  and    the     animal    almost    instan- 
taneously fell  dead. 

Several  hogs  fell  on  that  and  the  succeeding 
days,  but  none  reached  the  magnitude  of  my 
prize.  Numerous  jackals  also  got  bowled  over. 
]5ut  although  the  sport  was  good  I  was  tied 
to  time,  and  if  not  punctually  back  within  a 
specified  date,  was  sure  of  a  wigging  from  a 
not  very  agreeable  superior.  So  at  the  hour 
when  the  Hocks  and  herds  were  being  led 
forth,  we  bill  our  hospitable  hosts  adieu,  and 
turned  our  steps  to  the  north-east,  leaving, 
prohahlv  for  ever,  a  spot  that  will  occupy  a 
bright  place  in  our  memories. 

Our  former  hosts  received  us  with  pleasure. 
The  panther  had  been  seen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood the  da\'  before,  and  had  killed  a 
goat,  which  it  carried  off.  A  ravine  about 
two  miles  distant  was  said  to  be  its  favourite 
ret  reat. 

This  news  was  sufficient  to  awake  Smith's 
ardour  for  the  chase.  So  after  dinner,  with 
the  kid  and  my  gun,  attended  by  a  couple  of 
the  tribe,  he  took  his  departure  to  the  siis- 


pL'cted  locality,  and  did  not  return  till  l>reak 
n!  day,  completely  disheartened  at  the  con- 
tinuation (>t  lijx  non-success,  iimiv  particularly 
as  he  had  tired  a  couple  of  -lints  at  the 
animal  In.-  was  searching'  in]1.  He  attrilHiied 
lii>  failure  I"  tin'  indifferent  li^ht  :  \'«r.  i'min 
lieini:  "]]  the  islnpr  nf  a  ra\inc.  a  heavy  shadn\v 
ovfr-liun.Lr  the  vicinity,  and  although  a  hn\u'e 
animal  undniilitcdly  jia^rd  clcsc  1'V  him.  his 
aim  uas  so  incurrcct  that  lie  lailcd  to  lirinj,- 
it  di>\vn.  lo  all  hi.s  L-iitivatics  to  remain  an- 
nther  nielli  1  was  oMi^vd  lo  lend  a  deal' 
ear. 

Our  IT  I  urn  p  >unie  v  to  ]>oiia  \\  a>  iar  lr<>\\\  liein^ 
as  unj'iyaMc  as  our  exit  tVnm  it.  \\\-  h;;d 
iieith'-r  the  pretty  i-irnttt/ii  r>'  to  chat]',  the  ( <•- 
cent  t'ieii ie>  nl  ( ';(/>ar  in  laii^li  ai.  nnr  the  cxcitc- 
ii.ent  uf  cnlumns  of  i  niiips  cniiMant  ly  tfavt-rs- 

iilLT    the    >;i|||e    I'nllte.         '1    ||e    >li||     ( OO.    wlljeh      had      ill- 

civasfd  in  power  \\ith  ihe    aiivaiifr  <>\'   the  x-asnii, 

had       deprived      the      Vcp'tat  ii  Ml      "]'      mi;eh      ol'     its 

iVe.-h  and  I'i'illiant  coloiirin.ir.  The  retreat  \\as 
sounding  Imm  a  ilo/di  deep-vniceil  liii-'les,  t«r 
it  \'. a>  eveiiinj,  when  we  i-ntcivil  tin-  stfaur^liuLT 
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suburb  df  white,  square,  flat-roofed  houses 
and  pin  lei  is.  Fifteen  niiiuites  more  sufficed 
to  transport  us  to  our  former  quarters, 
where  clean  clothes,  tubbing,  shaving,  and 
brushing  made  us  look  once  more  like  civilized 
beings. 

Our  apartment  was  soon  invaded  by  guests. 
Small  as  it  was,  at  least  twenty  must  have 
assembled  in  it,  each  bringing  with  him 
cigars,  brandy,  or  grub.  So  \ve  had  a  jovial 
night,  kept  well  up  into  the  "wee  small 
hours."  the  roof  echoing  again  and  again  to 
"(iod  save  the  0'ieen,"  the  "Star-spangled 
Banner"  or  "  Partant  pour  la  Syrie."  The 
sober-looking  Moslem  neighbours  must  have 
thought  us  mad.  One  cross-grained  old 
French  field-officer  did.  and  sent  an  orderly 
to  inquire  the  cause  of  such  a  distur- 
bance. 

Mr.  John  Smith's,  of  Schenectady,  New  York, 
compliments,  neatly  indited  on  an  envelope, 
were  returned  with  a  request  that,  he  would 
join  us.  The  old  gentleman  was  evidently 
not  so  black  as  some  of  his  juniors  had  painted 


•>os 


him  :  for  a  lew  minute-,  afterwards  he  re- 
turned an  excuse  for  declining  on  the  plea 
of  being  on  dutv.  On  the  morning  of  <>ur 
embarkation  <]i;i!e  a  crowd  attended  us,  and 
until  we  had  gained  a  distant  oiling,  caps 
and  handkerchiefs  could  he  seen  waving  us  a 
farewell.  orol  aMv  a  1<  >u°;  it'  in  >t  a  final 


1-aMy  !n-ViT  sailed.  \Vo  \veiv  luillVted  aluuit  fora 
\\eck.  encountering  all  Imt  very  had  weather, 
fi'i'  which  we  should  lie  thankful,  ere  the 
friendly  hlaxe  of  St.  Klum's  li-ht  told  us  we 
v\  >•]•'•  nil'  l  he  ( i  rand  I  larhmir  of  Malta,  and  never 
<\'>  '  I  terminate  a  \oyage  \\ith  greater  plea-uiv 
I  han  i  n  this  i  iccasion. 

My    IV1.  nd     had     .ailed   I'm-   Marseilles  months 
a  _•.  i.    and     ;        him    m\     ph'Ui  igrapli    had    gi  ilie    in 

lh     1     p   '!'t      t«i     In-     p.  i-h  d      i"     tile     /•//•'///(//'.  /•«  .        Tile 

i!     i,;,'1    glided    "ii    so    far    ih          ' 

:  !  •    ...  l'i  lelis   \\  el'e    I'akeil    \l  i;  li    >!ill 

'    i. 
Tin          i    r   :    r\      fashi    nal  |.  -     had     all      lak 
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their  departure!  fur  more  agreeable  climates,  and 
1  and  my  brother-officers  listened  with  pleasure 
to  a  rumour  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  regiment  for 
service  elsewhere — a  very  agreeable  prospect,  for 
the  season  when  the  sirocco  blows  was  approaching. 
Purposeless  and  listless  1  had  wandered  one  day 
about  the  ravelin  of  St.  Frances,  where  we  were 
encamped  in  huts,  unable  till  late  to  muster  suffi- 
cient energy  to  dress  for  a  ride  to  Elmo,  which  I  did 
only  with  the  hope  that  the  exertion  and  exercise 
would  get  ii])  an  appetite.  My  servant  brought 
to  the  dour  my  little  chestnut  barb,  which 
from  want  of  exercise  was  more  than  usually 
fresh. 

As  I  cantered  into  the  main  road  with  slack 
rein,  the  plucky  little  beast  showed  his  playful 
spirit  by  sundry  buck-jumps,  and  as  I  was 
taking  a  pull  on  his  mouth  to  keep  him  in 
check,  I  passed  a  caletHO  which  was  pulled  up 
by  the  pathway.  The  smallest  hand  protruded 
from  its  door,  beckoning  me  to  stop.  Who 
ii  could  be  1  had  not  the  slightest  idea!  For 
a  moment  I  was  vain  enough  to  permit  a 
fancy  to  cross  my  mind  that  it  must  be  some 

\\)L.    II.  i> 
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fair  one,  of  the  many  brilliant  daughters  of  the 
sunny  Smith,  \vlio  had  fallen  in  love  with  inv 
iralla'it  .sell',  and.  ivirardl'^s  of  consequences, 
ha.i  uetennined,  in  this  manner,  to  obtain  an 
interview  with  inc  and  at  tin-  same  time  keep 
her  intrigue  unknown.  Many  will  exclaim :  "\\  hat 
a  jinjipy  the  l'e!ln\v  HUM  In- !  Xo  indeed  ! 
not  niore  so  than  the  ivst  of  lii^  rai'e  and 
si'X.  \anity  is  <ri.-ncrally  larp-ly  (U-velnprd  in 
them,  jiarticularly  ln-foiv  they  ivaeh  the  a^v 
of  li\  e-aiid-t\vr!ity,  and  lia\c  adopted  arms  as 
their  profession. 

As    !    turned    ahoiit    and  approached    the    coii- 

\-e\allee.       ]       HO       (lolll)l       dl'eW       InVself       lip        alld 

assMiiu-d  my  most  killing  looks,  while,  in 
imagination.  I  pictured  the  iin-uiinifd  as  a 
Ilaydrc  in  form  and  irrae,-.  \\hile  indulirinv; 
in  these  freaks  of  fancy,  the  door  of  ilic  ,•//- 
/, .-.-,,  opened,  and  out  slepjied—  not  I  h"  ''airy 
>\lph-lik«:  form  1  had  panned  in  my  mind  —  iio 
ijai'k  1'i'uiii'tte  with  almond  eyes  that  read 
your  deepest  thoughts  at  siuht,  hiit — \\lmm 
wnidd  voii  siippove' — niv  mother!  In  a  moment 
I  was  in  her  arms. 
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Truly,  ivader,  I  was  not  one  \vliit  disap- 
pointed, but  certainly  much  surprised,  for  I 
believed  her  to  be  at  home;  a"d  as  she  was 
well  on  in  years,  and  not  addicted  to  travel- 
ling, she  was  of  all  persons  certainly  the  last  I 
expected  to  see.  How  she  came  to  be  in  a 
'•"./('•-•to.  and  halted  by  the  road  side,  is  soon 
explained. 

This  was  the  first  conveyance  that  presented 
itself  on  landing,  and  the  deal'  old  lady  knew 
not  that  the  island  possessed  others.  She  had 
engaged  its  driver  to  take  her  to  the  cam]), 
ant'  on  arriving  at  the  entrance  he  had  pro- 
ceeded on  foot  to  inquire  for  me,  while  my 
nut  her  remained  seated.  In  the  meantime.  1 
had  left,  and  our  meeting  had  taken  place  as 
described. 

]>iit  what  had  induced  the  old  lady  to  come 
sc  far.  many  will  exclaim.  The  fact  was,  my 
escapade  "with  the  vivamlih-i:  had.  through 
Smith,  lieen  magnified  into  a  genuine  iove-altair, 
and  the  present  of  my  picture  seel 1  to  con- 
firm this  view  of  the  case.  A  duwdy  old 
major,  a  friend  of  the  family,  therefore  thought 
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t    his    duty     I"    inform    the  worthy    in.a.1fr<    and 

-!n'     had     !ia>t<-i!<'d    off.   ivs'iim'    iK-ithrr  day  nor 

ii'^h:     ;i!l     -!i'     v.-;is    !>y    her    Imy's    .-idf.    lo    \<r<- 

i'iil.  \\Jiat   she  I'Miisidcivd,  a   ilivtidl'ul  nti'^allinni^'. 

l>ut    :iioili-rv    \\ill     in-    iiiiiihci-s.  and   \\lnii   thr\ 
'i'i1    it     is      troi!!      \vant     of    jud^lndi!,     not     iVoiu 
incerity   of  inotivt-s.     Thu-    «-ndrd    my   shoMtiii-' 
t '  i  .>   to  Alu'i.-riu, 
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CHAPTER  X. 

How  Money  is  made  in  America — Ae  Sutor  ultra  Crephlam 
— Fall  in  the  Value  of  Stock — New  and  Accessible  Shooting 
(rrmnid —  Variety  and  Abundance  of  Game — The  Breech- 
loader r.  Muzzle-loader — Terriers  and  Wild  Cat — Init  Stock 
—  Accidents  from  Want  of  Caution  with  Cattle. 

RETURNING  from  the  azure  seas  and  sunny 
>kies  of  the  Mediterranean  to  a  country  not 
less  attractive,  time  passed  rapidly  in  my 
friend's  society,  and,  when  the  day  lor  his 
departure  came,  it  was  with  regret  at  his 
leaving  that  1  drove  him  to  the  railway  sta- 
tion. 

As  an  example  of  how  money  is  sometimes 
made  in  this  country,  I.  will  state  that  my  late 
visitor  Ibu  ml  himself,  at  his  father's  ,!>-ath, 
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possessed  df  an  immense  tract  of  wild  land, 
worth,  at  the  utmost  valuation,  ahout  i'<>ur 
dollars  pci-  acre.  Antony  the  numerous  rail- 
ways which  wre  constructed  alioiit  twelve 
years  ap>.  one  was  run  directly  through  the 
centre  of  his  estate,  and  a  station  Imilt  upon 
its  limits.  A  town  scon  spruii::  up  around  it. 
and  jirojieilv  increased  in  value  to  such  an 
extent  that  what  had  l»eeii  ju-evioiisly  \alue- 
le-.s  pi'airie  now  yields  an  almost  princely 
re\-i'iiue.  Such  instances  in  America  are  too 
numerous  to  create  surprise,  for  there  is  not  a 
State  iii  the  1'nion  in  "which  numerous  similar 
i li--! alices  e;i 1 1 ni  if  lie  cited. 

An  accident  occurred  to  mv  \i\^  chest- 
nut horse,  which  caused  me  much  annoyance. 
J  ij  n.  the  sailor,  whom  I  have  previously  men- 
tiniied,  liavin.L:'  l»een  in<t;dled  master  «i|'  the 
hiirse.  received  orders  to  harness  my  late 
purchase  to  the  market-wan'iron.  This  he 

p'-lT'Tined      het'ore      placiii^'       the      liridle      on      til' 

horde's  head.  A  sudden  alarm  ln-in^  raised 
amonif  the  animals  in  the  iarm-vard,  the 
che-inut  horse  took  fright,  da^heil  across  the 
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enclosure,  and  attempted  to  jump  a  gate  at 
the  further  end.  In  this  effort  he  succeeded, 
but  left  the  trap  shattered  in  pieces  behind 
him. 

For  hours  the  runaway  could  not  be  found, 
but  at  length  I  discovered  him  in  the  centre 
of  the  prairie,  miles  from  home,  divested 
of  every  vestige  of  harness  except  his  collar. 
The  poor  frightened  creature  was  in  such 
a  state  of  excitement  that  he  stood  pant- 
ing as  if  his  heart  \vould  burst,  being 
almost  incapable  of  further  exertion.  I  knew 
he  was  ruined  for  harness  purposes. 

Such  a  fright  as  he  had  just  received,  no 
young  horse  would  ever  get  over;  and  to 
make  a  long  story  short,  lie  was  sold  for  a 
song.  My  castle  in  the  air  was  thus  ruth- 
lessly tumbled  down,  for  up  to  the  date  of 
the  accident  he  had  progressed  so  favour- 
ably that  I  had  already  declined  to  part 
with  him  for  almost  double  the  sum  I  had 
paid  for  him.  One  lesson,  however.  I  learned, 
that,  however  skilful  sailors  mav  be  in  reef- 
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hiir  topsails,  and  making  knots  and  splices, 
they  art.-  not  suitable  for  irruoms. 

Poor  John!  After  the  first  How  up,  I  said 
no  more  to  him.  for  his  irood  honest  face 
spoke  how  keenly  he  felt  l>ein^  the  cause  of 
my  hiss. 

The  posiiion  of  the  Confederacy,  meanwhile, 
has  become  so  critical  that  pro\i-ionv  of  all 
descriptions  are  rapidly  decreasing  in  price, 
so  much  so  that  if  I  were  no\v  to  sell  my 
stock  of  cattle  they  \vould  not  reali/.e  sulli- 
cient  to  cover  the  outlay.  Still  I  hold  on  to 
them  in  the  hope  that  some  unforeseen  circum- 
stance may  cause  a  iv-action  in  \}\>-  market. 
My  stock,  I  helieve,  looked  so  well  that  I 
almost  disliked  parting  with  them,  kn  >\vinir 
that  soon  afterward^  their  fate  would  |,e  the 
slau^htei'-hoii-e.  Although  it  was  almost  a 
moral  certainty  thai  1  should  In-  a  heavy 
lo>er  hy  my  dro\'e,  I  could  not  he]], 
thinking  that  in  more  prosperous  times. 

there        could       lie       few      lives       more       elijo\ahle 

than  that  of  a  stock-niiscr  in  this  charming 
count  rv. 
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The  following  letter  I  received  from  a  friend. 
From  the  valuable  information  it  contains,  in 
reference  to  a  ne\v  and  certainly  most  accessi- 
ble shooting-ground  near  Brookficld,  State  of 
Missouri,  1  produce  it  intact  : — 

"  Our  experience  has  been  so  satisfactory 
that  we  all  concur  in  feeling  indebted  to 
31  r.  —  —  for  the  excellence  of  our  sport. 
hi  the  course  of  some  years'  experience. —  in 
which  I  have  visited  nearly  all  of  the  North- 
western States  in  pursuit  of  game — never  have 
[come  across  ground  so  admirably  suited  for 
shooting.  The  diversity  and  uneveiiness  of 
the  ground,  the  equal  division  between  prairie 
and  timber,  the  numerous  creeks  and  ponds, 
are  exactly  what  a  millionaire  would  form, 
if  intent  on  constructing  a  gigantic  pre- 
serve. 

"  Game  was  really  abundant  —  wonderfully  so 
—  and  instead  of  pursuing  our  course  further. 
as  had  been  previously  intended,  \ve  were 
satisfied  to  remain  until  our  spare  time  ex- 
pired, and  had  no  reason  to  regret  this  change 


218  VARIKTY    <>F    (JAMK. 

of  mind.  The  variety  <>t'  iraine  was  irivat,  an 
innneiise  point  in  adding  to  the  pleasure.  I 
should  always  prefer  a  nioiv  moderate  mixed 
bai:  to  a  heavier  out  of  all  the  same  kind. 

"  A\  e    picked    iiji   quite  a  number  of  w Icook, 

and  are  aspired  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
they  are  quite  numerous.  This  is  probable,  fur 
the  soil  and  cover  lo'.k  well  adapted  for  the 
feeding  of  the  lom_r  hills,  and  1  know  liy  ex- 
perience that  this  Mi'd  is  to  Le  found  in  im- 
m<-n-.r  (jiiantities  on  the  shores  and  islands  ot 
the  I  I1]"')'  Mississippi. 

"The  prairie-chickens  were  far  from  lieini;' as 
wild  as  mi-'ht  IK-  expi-cted  so  late  ill  the  fall. 
perhaps  because  lln-\  have  IM-I-H  so  littli'  shot 
at.  of.  nmrc  probably,  from  the  irregular,  hilly 
surface,  which  will  frequently  allo\\  you  to 
approach  close  on  their  ivstiuir  place  without 
comini:  into  siirht.  Partridge,  mi  \\\<-  eil-v  of 
the  openings  and  in  the  \ifinit\-  of  cultivation, 
absolutely  swarm,  and  anyone  \vho  \\-ould 
devote  a  day  to  them  alone,  if  only  a  toler- 
able shot,  could  I M i:'  an  i 
the  sun  set. 
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"On  some  ponds  a  few  miles  oft'  we  saw  a 
number  of  wild  geese,  but  they  were  shy.  As 
these  ponds  are  fed  by  spring's  which  do  not 
easily  freeze,  and  there  is  abundance  of  cover 
in  their  vicinity,  on  the  approach  of  hard 
weather  good  sport  might  doubtless  be  obtained 
at  them.  The  beautiful  little  woodcock  wo 
found  numerous,  and  although  I  never  can 
kill  one  without  regret  in  depriving  so  hand- 
some u  bird  of  life,  my  companions  were  not, 
h>th  to  try  their  skill,  and  consequently  we 
frequently  bad  them  on  our  table. 

"The  canvas-back  in  our  Eastern  States  is 
highly  prized  fur  its  delicacy  of  flavour,  but  I 
think  many  of  our  Western  duck  are  quite  as 
fine.  In  .Baltimore  and  vicinity  such  an  as- 
sertion would  be  deemed  heresy,  but  my 
shoulders  are  broad  enough  to  bear  the  brunt, 
even  if  I  were  far  less  distant  from  the  Monu- 
mental City. 

"  With  the  march  of  irnprovemnt,  small  bore 
guns  have  greatly  gone  out,  and  I  find  '•  ten" 
more  popular  than  "fourteen."  My  old  com- 
panion, a  "  fourteen,"  1  have  determined  to  lay 
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up  in  ordinary,  and  have  OIK.'  of  the  larger  size. 
No\v  comes  the  point  which  1  want  your  advice1 
upon:  Shall  it  In-  a  niuxxle  or  a  bivcch-l<  iader  .' 
^  our  experience  and  knowledge  shall  decide. 
The  latter  I  have  never  used,  Inn  report  speaks 
lavoiiraMy.  and  several  are  in  use  among  my 
friends. 

"CocVmg  spaniels  I  am  determined  to  have 
ior  next  season,  and  as  soon  as  1  can  get  a 
Iriend  to  join  me  in  the  project,  will  import  two 
brace.  1  should  1'ear  to  bring  less,  lor  aceideiil 
might  d<  prive  me  ol'  the  chance  of  propagating 
the  breed. 

''Some  of  our  sporting  eel  ebri  ties  are  seriously 
canvassing  the  propriety  of  a  trip  to  the  plains, 
next  season,  j'ur  buflalo.  (  'oidd  you  join  us 
it'  an  in\itaiion  were  extended'  \»u  would 
have  h-»  to  |t  ar  than  the  ma|oritv,  as  it 
would  be  diJiicidt  to  raise  iitnii'  li'i'tr.  \  can- 
Hot  pro\  ide  you  with  a  correct  return  ot'  our 
game  ba.:'.  lor  all  were  too  indolent  or  loo 
intent  on  other  work  to  keep  record.  <)f  tins  von 
may  be  ^atisiied.  that  it.  was  heavy  — I  may  say 
verv." 
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In  the  latter  portion  of  this  letter  will  be 
found  a  question  interesting  to  all,  whether  I 
should  recommend  the  breech  in  preference  to 
the  muzzle-loader.  For  months  I  have  been 
puzzling  my  brains  on  this  very  question,  and 
yet  remain  undecided.  Strange  to  say  this 
morning  I  have  written  to  my  gun-maker,  Mr. 
Dougall.  of  St.  James's  Street,  London,  for  ad- 
vice upon  the  subject,  and  as  I  have  ever  found 
him  a  most  reliable  and  conscientious  person. 
I  shall  be  entirely  controlled  by  it. 

\\  hen  in  China  a  few  years  ago  I  purchased 
a  '•  Lefauchcux,"  but  a  weaker  shooting  gun  I 
never  possessed.  This  may  have,  prejudiced 
me  against  the  new  arm.  but  breech-loaders 
were  then,  comparatively  speaking,  in  their  in- 
fancy. 

A  little  episode  worthy  of  mention  has  just 
been  reported  to  me  by  Kelly,  and  from  the 
appearance  of  the  terriers  I.  believe  lie  has 
in  no  way  exaggerated. 

AVhile  in  the  woods  this  morning  he  was 
attracted  by  the  incessant  barking  of  the  dogs. 
On  going  to  learn  the  cause,  he  discovered  a 
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wildcat  in  a  detached  sapling.  Having  shaken 
the  tree  the  cat  sprang  to  the  -'round,  and  was 
instantly  seixed  liy  Tip,  Topsv  and  Tincv 
without  delay  coining  to  his  a^siMaiice.  Thev 
had,  however,  no  casv  foe  to  ileal  with,  and 
would  oidy  have  c;ome  "!f  second  l>e>t  hut  for 
Kelly's  assistance.  The  cat  Weighed  tWellty- 
one  pounds. 

\Vho  would  helieve  that  the  fat,  sleek,  good- 
looking  drove  of  cattle  I  inspected  to-dav  were 
the  standings  thai  I  helped  to  drive  home  some 
months  since?  Their  coats  now  were  looking 
as  smooth  and  glossy  as  if  they  were  regularly 
groomed  ;  while  their  eyes  stood  forth  hright 
and  clear,  eiuhlematic  o|  health.  How  changed 
loo  are  their  proportions,  lor  the  prominent 
hones  have  disappeared,  and  the  llat  llanks  have 

I     i 

given  way  to  well  developed  [launches!  Their 
life  c»rtainlv  appears  a  happy  one.  for,  with 
the  exception  of  keeping  their  tail>  going,  to 
whi>k  o|f  the  bloodthirsty  hor-e-tlies  and  mos- 
(|iiitos,  they  have  nothing  to  do  hut  to  help 
themselvL'N  to  the  nutritious  herbage  that,  in 
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places  grows  in  such  rank  profusion  as  to  reach 
their  stomachs. 

With  prosperity  they  are  also  becoming  saucy, 
and  there  are  several  members  of  the  drove 
that  it  would  not  be  judicious  to  approach  on 
loot.  When  on  horseback,  however,  there  is 
nothing  to  fear,  for  man  and  horse  together 
are  evidently  associated  in  their  minds  as  some- 
thing irresistible,  more  especially  if  your  ap- 
pearance should  be  heralded  by  the  cracking  of 
your  stock-whip,  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  dis- 
mounted man  would  not  have  half  the  moral 
influence  over  their  behaviour.  It  is  the  com- 
bination does  it,  added  to  the  memory  of  past 
experiences.  The  bullock  that  will  toss  his 
head  and  paw  the  ground  when  you  approach 
him  on  foot,  will  lly  like  the  wind,  and  all  tin- 
herd  that  are  near  him  will  join  in  the 
stampede,  if  you  approach  mounted  and  armed 
with  the  lash.  But  as  a  rule,  I  think  cattle 
are  not  nearly  so  dangerous  here  as  the)'  are  at 
home. 

This  doubtless  results  from  early  education, 
Still  accidents  do  occasionally  happen,  one  of 


2 14  OLD    WOMAN    IN    A    UL'I>    CLOAK. 

which  was  reported  the  other  day.  A  bull  which 
had  previously  been  most  exemplary  in  its  con- 
duct was  confined  in  a  paddock,  through  the  centre 
of  which  was  a  path  used  by  the  neighbours 
from  bein^'  deemed  a  short  cut. 

An  old  woman  who  was  returning  i'roin  market 
selected  this  route  to  reach  her  home,  rnlbrtiin- 
ately  she  was  habited  in  a  red  or  scarlet  cloak, 
which,  as  everyone  knows  lias  a  most  excit- 
ing influence  upon  many  animals,  horned  cattle 
in  particular.  The  victim  had  i;x>t  half 
way  over  when  the  bull  spied  her.  At  first 
the  animal  only  slowly  approached  her,  but  the 
old  woman,  becoming  terrified,  bolted  lor  the 
exit  of  die  field,  and  in  her  efforts  to  £ain  it 
missed  her  footim:  and  fell. 

Tin-  pursuer,  who  was  in  a  moment  upon 
h<-r,  made  a  pass  at  her  with  his  horns 
and  seriously  bruised  the  unfortunate  woman, 
at  the  same1  lime  drairp'iiL:  her  cloak  oil'  her 
back.  Luckily  it  v;ot  entangled  in  his  horns, 
and  all  his  tossing  could  not  relieve  him  of 
the  scarlet  object  which  continued  dan^'lin^  and 
Happing  about  his  e\'e>  and  head,  till  he  bc'Ciunu 
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so  irritated  that,  bellowing  with  rage  he  rushed 
about  the  field,  cutting  every  imaginable  caper 
to  tree  himself  from  it.  The  old  lady  at  once 
picked  herself  up,  and  lost  no  time  in  placing 
a  sate  distance  between  herself  and  her  assailant. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  the  cloak  attaching  itself 
to  the  bull's  horns,  she  very  probably  would  have 
been  killed. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Stock  Dm  iii!* — Choralinc  Sympathy — Plrasant  l\rtivat — Thr 
SquimTs  Store-room — Mementoes  of  a.  J'a^t  Ka.ee— Fall  <>l 
rriei;.-  in  tin.-  Cattir  Markrt — Sale  of  my  Stuck. 

IT  is  cxtr<.iordiiiai'\  lio\v  sonic  horses  become 
so  accustomed  1o  siock-ilrivin^  thai  ilicy  A\'iil 
ahiiost  periorm  the  •uork  without  any  assistance 
iron;  the  rider.  \\  e  have  an  old  marc  called 
.linny,  possessed  -  one  cyi  (Km  thai  a 

ihorniiu'hly  ,urood  one)  \vhich  Avlien  (-mjiloyed  in 
driving  \vill  d"  aln .«•<}  all  the  work.  !  /  a 
iicifer  or  steer  l>e  relraiMory,  she  \\ill  lay  lioid  of 
is  llank  with  hei1  tucth,  and  in  more  instanci^ 
fhan  one  she  ha^-  lieeii  kno\vn  to  bite  out  the 
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botirhood  in  search  of  game  QV  picturesque 
scenery.  I  had  discovered  a  retreat  on  the 
banks  of  the  Einbaras.  It  was  a  charming  nook, 
carpeted  with  the  softest  grass  and  surrounded 
<»n  three  sides  by  handsome  spreading  tree's.  To 
the  south  it  was  guarded  by  the  rippling  river. 
1  had  often  resolved  to  pay  this  spot  a  visit,  and 
as  frequently  circumstances  had  prevented  my 
carrying  my  intention  into  effect ;  but  to-day 
being  without  visitors  and  free  from  business 
duties,  I  determined  to  carry  out  my  often  post- 
poned resolution  and  have  a  long  interrupted  chat, 
with  memory. 

JIow  often  have  I  observed  my  horse  affected 
by  my  own  feelings!  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
through  animal  magnetism,  the  rider  transfers 
to  his  steed  the  dominant  sensations  of  the  mo- 
ment. Fanny  was  dull  and  lethargic  us  we 
threaded  our  way  through  the  timber  thai  skirted 
the  edge  of  the  farm,  so  much  so  in  fact  did  hei 
thoughts  appear  to  wander  that  she  struck 
against  several  roots  and  stumps,  tripping  so 
heavilv  as  almost  to  imperil  her  kn>  es.  At 
length  an  unusually  serious  stumble  recalled  mo 
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I'PIMI  dream-land,  when.  takiir1;  her  well  in  hand, 
I  reminded  her  that  I  \voiv  spur<.  anil  at.  a  inn  id 
hand-irallop  struck  across  tin-  prairie  to  tin-  place 
I  lia.l  selected  I'.r  niy  retreat. 

lyini:'  ili''  man-  tu  a  sapling,  I  proceeded  \,} 
the  \vatt'i¥<>  dip-,  anil  jixik  my  seal  npiiii  a  rock 
iliat  sliiririly  ovcrlnin^1  tlii-  passinir  stream.  \'  •- 
liiihl  my  ]i'.'>iiiMii  was  an  i.-<ltly.  wlici'i-  parii'-ii^  nf' 
vt'Li'i'tati' in  cliasi-i]  cadi  oilier  in  miniature  cirdi-s. 
aini  ani'Hiu '1  liis  ricdinu'  rdiHr  jilaycil  hunilrfils 
"I'  niinii'Mvs,  'J'h'-si;  ln'iu'lit,  happy,  rrstlcs? 
(•features  ajipe.aivil  a  liun^ry  lut,  rushing  at  anil 
-1 1'"- -lin.r  D\rr  any  tcniptin^'  t'ootl  that  happeiifd 
ii»  !)••  \vas!i<d  intu  tin-  ciMy  out  of  the  parent 
-;  ream. 

\\hen  a  tlv  ur  dtliei1   insecl    droppei]    ujmn    the 

ice    within    ilieir  domain,   its    li !'••    \VHS  termi- 

nai''d   in  a  HP  iiiient.  and  ii   \vas  disniendiered  into 

innnnieralile  pieces,  \vhieh  tdl  into  as   many    tinv 

jaws  as  eoldd    nl'taili    !i"ld    of    them.       ^\'ilal     little 

l  vranls  llie<e  >ilvei'v  lieaiities  were.  Inw  liiiMid- 
t hirst y  !  Xo  (juarter  did  they  n'i\  e,  no  remorse  '  <'. 
(Miiscieiice  did  they  t'n-1.  (  Ine  b  \t  alunu  appeared 
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known    To   them.      Slay    and    devour,     slay   and 
devour. 

Hut  their  life  was  not  all  sunshine.  There 
were  dark  spots  on  the  sky  of  their  career: 
tor  while  all  the  population  o('  the  eddy  ap- 
peared enjoying  themselves  to  the  utmost, 
restlessly  and  perpetually  moving  like  figures 
in  an  intricate  dance,  a  dark  monster  would 
dash  in  amongst  them,  and  in  a  moment  tin? 
happy  crowd  would  be  dispersed.  A  largo 
black-bass,  with  an  unfortunate  minnow 
in  his  mouth,  would  then  bo  seen  leisurely 
retiring  into  the  more  rapid  and  deeper 
water. 

But  the  tragedy  just  enacted  among  these 
tiny  residents  of  the  river  failed  to  teach 
them  a  lesson  of  caution,  lor  in  a  few 
minutes  all  were  back  to  their  favourite  haunt, 
enjoying  their  usual  sport,  and  their  lost  com- 
panion Avas  forgotten:  an  image  of  what  we 
see  every  day  among  humanity.  The  pride  of 
a  mess-table,  the  ilower  of  a  wide  circle'  of 
friends,  is  removed  to  another  world,  but  still  the 
colours  are  trooped  as  previously,  ami  parlies. 
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dances,    and     pleasures    arc     enjoyed,    as     here- 
tofore. 

Xcar  tin'  cdp-  of  this  eddy  LTIVW  some  lotus 
plants.  So  still  and  smooth  \vas  the  surface 
of  the  \vatcr  around  them  that  they  had  tailed 
t<>  attract  more  than  a  cursory  look:  lmt 
they  Avere  \voli  v  irih\"  of  observation,  tor 
amonv.  them  was  hid  a  reptile  intent  on  n- 
jieatini;  the  performance  oi  the  Hack-i>ass;  lmt 
ol'  his  presence  I  was  iiniorant.  till  a  su.dden 
splash  on  the  surface  nf  the  water  attracted 
n  iv  aiteiilion.  and  rcvcaleil  the  lurkimj  ma- 
rander. 

hi  an  hour  he  repeated  this  mami'iivre  siic- 
(••  ~.-!'ullv  more  than  a  do/'-ii  times,  till,  hecom- 
i;  d!>uru-ted  with  lii'1  snake's  in<alial>!e  ^'I'eed. 
1  i  the  locality  of  his  pivsence  li\  a  Widl- 
di'-.-ctt  1  Mow.  To  -'ratify  my  CIPMOMU  j 
(ip.-ned  his  stomach,  and  coimied  anion^1  iis 
c  •  'His  Hi  i  li---.  i  han  lili'-eii  nnniioVN's.  no!  e-ne 

of    \   iiich    Was     in     I!:-     sliu'hle.-l      slale    "I'   decom- 

i         ion  !      I    al-o   di-('o\  m-d    a    pulpy,   halt-con- 
d     i  i  •  •-     of     aniiiial     ma!  ti-r,     which,     from 
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of  a  live  frog  the  day  before.  Though  "live  ami 
let  live"  is  a  motto  often  preached  by  us,  I 
fear  we  no  more  practise  it  than  do  the  snakes, 
black-bass,  or  minnows. 

Behind  where  I  had  sat  for  the  last  half 
hour,  a  regular  magging  match  of  squirrels 
bad  been  going  on.  The  old  gin-driukini; 
harridans  of  Clare  Market  could  not  keep  up 
"lie  of  their  controversies  with  more  energy, 
[  am  perfectly  aware  who  the  originators  of 
the  disturbance  are,  and  should  not  have  no\v 
'unx.-d  my  attention  to  them,  but  that  their 
persistent  chattering  implies  that  they  nm<t 
lie  aluuir  business  of  greater  importance  than 
officers  usually  have  when  under  thi-  plea  ol 
'•  urgent  private  aifairs"  they  apply  i'or  leave 
of  absence. 

A  cautious  change  of  my  position  broughi 
the  controversialists  within  .range  of  sight,  and 
what  a  stale  of  hurry,  bustle,  and  excitement 
they  were  in!  Judging  fn>m  my  knowledge 
of  animal  life,  these  ground-squirrels  prognos- 
ticated a  rapid  change  of  weather;  the  ap- 
proach of  the  1'rosis  and.  snow-;  of  Y\  inter. 
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U-fore  which  it  was  imperative  for  them  to 
complete,  without  delay.  the  stun-  of  provisions 
!icee>>'ary  for  that  inclement  MM-.  in. 

This  Taniias  is  a  charming  linle  creature. 
peculiar  to  the  woods  of  North  America.  It 
i>  nearly  as  l.iruv  as  our  r<-d  squirrel,  hut  is 
•  .!'  a  beautiful  l>ri^!it  ta\\n  roloiir.  with  two  dark 
-tripL1^  lon^itiuliiially  ruiiniii.LC  alon^-  the  hack 
on  cither  side  of  the  Yertr!>i;c.  Not  lieinu'  l>y 
initure  timid,  they  are  frequently  seen:  tln-ir 
,iu'i!it\\  beauty,  and  confidL-ncc  ^'innin^'  the 
admiration  of  all.  Fiiv^t  one  of  this  trium- 
virate would  dart  oil'  into  the  l>u>lu  to  return 
wiih  equal  pi'omptiievs  :  his  check  pouches 
li  tended  to  I  heir  in  m>  ist,  fur  in  t  hem  are 
the  stores  it  is  carrying  to  the  pirucr.  In  a  mo- 
inciii  it  would  di>appear  into  it>  ivireat.  to 
j-eiiirn  rajiidly.  when  it  w^uld  >it  up  on  its 
hind  lc_;'s  and  eiiallei'  to  the  others-  -tlicsi1 
,'inu'  In  -for*:  the  lir-:  sn-uker  wa<  er- 
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desirable  hazel  nut,  had  been  found  and  added 
to  their  stock  of  provisions.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  information  Avas  afforded  tliat 
there  were  plenty  more  to  lie  found  where  the 
last  came  from.  In  fact,  I  think  this  very 
probable,  for  after  their  powers  of  conversa- 
tion became  exhausted  all  three  scampered  into 
the  brush,  and  after  a  short  delay  returned 
loaded.  The  store-room  of  the  ground-squirrels 
Avas  in  a  little  mound  of  earth,  Avhich  might 
have  been  raised  either  by  the  hand  of  man, 
or  by  the  rubbish  which  adheres  to  the 
root  of  ;i  decayed  tree.  The'  former  appeared 
to  in"  the  most  probable,  as  there  remained 
no  stum])  or  decayed  jog  in  its  immediate 
vicinity. 

Having  procured  a  strong  stake,  I  com- 
menced excavating  around  the  entrance  to 
the  granary.  The.  ground  was  soft,  and  I  made 
rapid  progress.  In  half  an  hour  I  had  readied 
the  store-room,  and  in  it  found  almost  a  capful 
of  nuts,  the  greater  number  of  which  were 
pecans,  the  most  delicate  flavoured  and  conse- 
quently most  valued  of  all  the  walnut  family. 
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Sonic  Indian  corn  and  wheat  was  also  anionir  tlie 
stores,  this  most  probably  licinir  pithured  1'roni 
amoiiU'  the  wash  on  the  ri\vr  side.  Cur  to  my 
knowledge  neit  !ier  <>f  these  ec reals  flourished  with- 
in several  miles  of  win-re  I  then  \vas.  It  was  too 
bad  to  r. ill  the  harndess  little  innocents  i if  the 
results  of  their  labour,  and  so  they  thought  :  f>r 
it'  length  and  empha-is  may  he  accepted  as  a 
criterion,  such  a  scolding  1  never  received 
lieJ'i  'iv  f  >r  severity. 

I  had  however  an  object  \<)  piin.  namely,  an 
insiu'ht  into  the  economy  of  their  lives,  which 
miirht  In-  utilized  at  a  fin  lire  period.  X»!  only 
did  I  obtain  this  in^i-'ht.  Inn  reajied  even  a. 
Lrreater  n-ward,  by  lindin^'  st.'Veral  Indian  arn>\v- 
hrads,  as  jn-rfect  in  shajn-  and  sharp  on  the 
•  •d;jv-  ;.'-•  thi-v  \\'ere  tin-  day  wln-n  thi.-  all  irii_ines 
const  nirn-d  them.  These  inemcntm-^  of  a  pa-t 
race  t'i|.]  mi;  liiat  it  \vas  a  ^l'a\'e  in  \vliii-li  I 
\vas  di^.in;^.  not  unlik'-ly  the  re-lin;.;'  p!;"1.-  of 
a  ^rrat  eliirf  or  warrior:  fur  it  was  mdy  with 
n:  di  s  of  di^tiii'-tioii  thai  arm-  v.  >TC  bm'ii  d.  and 
tii  -i:  -;at  i'  in.  IV.  tiii  iiiy  kn>  iv,  1  d'j^  •!'  the  1  |,'d 
man'.-  ha  I 'its,  \va>  exactly  the  p]ai\  t  ha!  would  Lave 
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been  selected  for  a  person  of  no  mean  standing 
among  his  tribe.  I  penetrated  deeper  into  the 
loose  mould,  but  my  perseverance  was  rewarded 
only  by  the  discovery  of  the  head  of  an  old  clay 
pipe,  which  on  inspection  did  not  indicate  great 
age.  I  concluded  therefore  that  the  tenant  of 
this  secluded  and  lovely  resting  pluce  had 
been  taken  to  the  spirit-land  not  over  a  century, 
but  probably  within  a  shorter  period 

The  pipe  plays  an  important  part  in  all  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Indians,  whether  war  or  peace 
be  the  cause  of  the  gathering  of  the  braves, 
whether  the  election  of  a  chief  or  I  he  decor- 
ation of  distinguished  warriors.  The  pipe  is 
invariably  handed  round  as  a.  prelude  to  their 
deliberations,  and  it  again  circulates  ut  the  nui- 
clu<ion  of  their  assembly.  This  pipe  had  pos- 
sibly been  used  on  such  occasions,  i'crhaps  it  had 
touched  the  lips  of  men  as  brave  as  ever  drew  a 
bow,  or  had  belonged  to  one  at  whose  bidding  a 
thousand  dusky  warriors  were  ever  willing  and 
ready  to  take,  the  war  path.  Alas!  where  are 
their  puiple  no\v  i  AYhat  has  become  of  their 
descendants?  Thev  are  obliterated  fr.'iu  the 


236  A    RKMIXISl  F.NCK. 

face  of  tlu'  earth,  through  ihe  f4ras]>inp;  irreed 
ami  avarice  of  the  white  mail.  They  have 
scarcely  left  a  tract..-  to  perpetuate  their  me- 
mory ! 

[I  sat  one  evening  on  the  margin  of  a  western 
lake  of  Minnesota.  The  da\  hail  been  bright 
and  i-lmniiintr,  ;iiid  having  had  a  loiii:  day's 
tramp  in  pursuit  of  iranic,  I  now  frit  it  necessary 
to  enjoy  a  little  rest.  The  spot  that  I  had 
readied  was  eminently  suited  to  my  purpose,  a 
irrassy  hank  rising  so  abruptly  as  to  afford  an 
extensive  view.  I  sat  down  at  the  •summit  of 
the  acclivity,  on  what  I  afterwards  discovered 
to  bra  _:'i'ave  :  jio^iblv  from  absence  of  mind  I 
was  iinioranj  at  the  time  that  such  it  was.  I 
sat  facinir  the  sun,  which  was  setting  over  the 
dear  transparent  water  in  all  the  nlory  of 
colour  peculiar  to  this  \\v<tern  land. 

A  niiA'enient  near  disturbed  me.  and  turning 
to  discover  the  intruder.  I  saw  an  Indian  l 


I'oiint  euaiiee  as  lie  L:a/ed  on  me.  and  \\ith  as 
much  kindness  as  I  could  assume,  I  asked  him 
his  purpose.  ;ii  the  same  lime  iv^ueMinL''  him 


THE    RED-MAX.  237 

to  join  me  in  my  rest.  Receiving  no  answer 
to  this  invitation,  I  filled  my  pipe,  lit  it  and 
presented  it  to  him ;  but  he  waved  it  oiF  with  a 
dignity  worthy  of  a  monarch  refusing  to  accept 
the  price  of  his  people's  blood. 

'•  I  am  your  friend,"  I  said,  "  why  do  yon 
refuse  to  smoke  with  me  "?" 

"  Because,"  and  his  eyes  flashed,  "  your  race 
is  the  destroyer  of  mine,  you  and  yours  own 
my  inheritance,  and  even  now  you  desecrate  my 
father's  grave.  Can  you  not  rest  satisfied  of 
your  power,  without  disturbing  the  resting  place 
of  him  your  people  killed  when  he  was  de- 
fending his  own." 

"  I>ut  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  this. 
J  belong  not  to  this  country,"  was  my 
reply. 

His  answer,  however,  was  to  the  purpose. 
'•  You  do  not.  neither  do  any  of  them.  You 
come  from  the  East,  so  have  all  the  Pale-faces. 
Yours  is  the  land  of  the  rising,  ours  of  the 
setting  sun.  Our  sun  has  set,  yours  has  risen  : 
but  it  cannot  alwavs  be  in  the  heavens,  there 
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must  Ito  a  niirht  lor  you  as  well  as  for 
us." 

Having  llius  spoken  he  disappeared,  liis  last 
words  still  echoing  in  my  ears  when  I  he  lirush 
had  shut  out  al!  trace  of  his  ivl  iv;ii  iuu,'  figure. 
\Yhat  he  said  was  just  and  true.  Mow  could 
liu  accept  a  favour  from  one  of  a  race  thai  had 
nearly  exterminated  his  trilu-  '] 

As  ni^lit  <i]i]trouclH'd  I  sought  my  puny.  The 
little  pet  welcomed  mo  with  a  nei'^li.  '1 'he  winds 
were  siuliiiiL:'  dismally  through  the  trees,  the 
har>h  ^ratin^  of  their  limlis  jjrodiu'iiig  with 
i-ach  successive  u'l^t  -nuiids  that  harmonized 
in  every  respect  with  a  landscape  so  de- 
pressing iu  it>  inlliti'iice  upon  ihi-  mind.  I  tried 
to  lly  from  the  gloomy  tlioii;Jits  thai  assailed 
me:  luit  cvuii  the  speed  of  my  Imrse  was 
not  s  \vift,  enoii-'h  tu  accompli-h  ihis  pur- 
pose. 

That  i.i.iii  \Vintrrpaid  its  iirst  \isit,  and  in 
tlic  morning,  vvhi'ii  I  saw  his  stamp  upon  the 
earth.  I  tlmu^hl  with  irric-f  over  the  p. .or  little 
Lrround-se]iiirrels  I  had  roMicd.  I'^sihly  my 


CTCASII   IN   THE   CATTLE-MARKET.  239 

mis-appropriation  of  their  property  caused 
their  <li.-; irh,  just  as  the  mis-appropriation  of 
the  Indian's  hunting  lands  has  been  their 
destruction. 

A  perfect  crash  has  occurred  in  the  cattle- 
market,  there  being  no  further  demand  for  com- 
missariat stores,  on  account  of  the  disbandmeiit 
of  the  Volunteer  Army.  The  prices  that  were 
paid  lor  provisions  during  the  war  have  ceased, 
and  cattle  and  grain  have  reverted  to  even  less 
than  their  original  value,  or  to  about  one-third 
of  the  prices  they  fetched  a  fe\v  months  since; 
and  worse  than  all,  as  far  as  human  foresight 
can  i'orm  an  estimate,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  years  will  have  to  pass  before  a  reaction 
occurs  to  increase  their  value.  I  have,  there- 
fore, resolved  to  part  with  my  herd,  a  step  that 
I  much  regret,  but  for  which  there  is  no  alter- 
native; for  although  the  animals  cost  little  to 
feed,  yet  a  certain  number  of  losses  must  occur 
from  disease  or  accident. 

Several  purchasers  have  been  to  look  at  the 
herd,  but  T  treated  with  scorn  all  their  attempts 
to  buy.  for  their  offers  appeared  to  me  far  be- 
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neath  the  value  of  my  stock.  Waiting,  how- 
ever, lias  not  improved  matters,  and  J  have 
accepted  form}'  favourites  one-fourth  less  money 
than  tliev  cost  me  a  vear  buck.  So  much  lor 
speculation!  I  have  burnt  my  lingers,  but 
this  must  be  accepted  as  an  exceptional  case: 
ibr  I  feel  convinced  that  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  at  a  time  when  there  is  no 
\var  panic.  I  should  be  a  handsome  gainer  by 
raiding  or  feeding  live  stock. 

After  all  it  was  rather  a  gambling  transaction, 
for  I  played  lor  a  heavy  stake—  not  for  ordinary 
pri'lit.  "idie  actual  result  is  only  such  as  should 
have  beiu  looked  forward  to  as  \vithin  tin1 
range  of  possibility. 

\\hatever,  however,  may  have  been  my  own 
luck  in  stock-dealing,  1  believe  that,  a  hand- 
S'linc  and  certain  income  can  be  made  by  \\ 
in  this  portion  of  Illinois  v,  ith  little  labour 
and  anxiety,  for  Nature  never  adapted  a  country 

betti'i-      t'.if     the     Jtlll'po-e.       All\olie     \\lio     proposes 

to  embark  in  such  an  enterpris'-  had  betti.-r  not 
de-lav,  for  it  cannot  be  I'>M_-  cjv  (he  rich  lands 
on  the  \Vaba-di  will  all  be  fenced  in.  and 
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utilized  for  more  valuable  purposes  than  stock- 
raising. 

Sonic  of  my  readers  may  be  inclined  to  ask, 
lio\v  much  capital  would  be  required  by  an 
emigrant  gentleman  to  start  in  this  country 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  success?  My  answer 
is  that  with  one  thousand  pounds  a  man  must- 
be  a  fool  who  does  not  make  a  sufficiency  and 
To  spare.  As  far  as  hard  work  goes,  all  required 
of  a  setth-r  would  be  a  pleasant  and  natural 
int'Test  in  his  own  affairs.  The  great  draw- 
back to  the  educated  in  Transatlantic  life  is 
The  dilliculty  of  procuring  good  servants,  but 
it  makes  one  self-reliant,  and  imposes  the 
necessity  of  exercise,  when  one  would  probably 
be  indulging  in  the  morbid  feelings  which  spring 
from  idleness.  AYhy  should  a  man  not  clean 
his  own  boots,  as  before  to-day  he  has  groomed 
his  own  horse,  or  washed  out  his  own  gun  .' 
Xo  greater  objections  can  be  urged  against  the 
one  than  against  the  others. 

In  favour  of  America  there  is  one  important 
p«int  I  must  urge— in  fact  1  should  do  injustice 
to  the  land  in  which  1  spent  so  many  happy 

VuL.    Ii.  II 


i  12  DISTINCTION   OF   CLASSES. 

•lays  if  I  neglected  it,  namely,  the  uniform 
hospitality  and  kindness  of  its  people;  tor  if 
you  meet  them  but  half  way,  which  I  ('car  new 
arrivals  seldom  do,  they  will  assist  you  hv 
every  possible  niraiis.  even  tit  the  extent  of 
freely  drawing  in  your  favour  the  strings  of 
their  purses,  il'  that  should  he  necessary,  to  save 
von  trouble  or  anxiety,  Objectionable  persons 
are,  no  doubt,  to  be  found  in  the  land  of  the 
West,  but  they  are  the  exception,  not  the 
rule. 

The  distinction  of  classes  is  not  known  here 
us  at  home,  and  tradespeople  occupy  the  hi^hot 
standing  in  society;  but  if  your  baker,  grocer, 
and  upholsterer  art-  good  fellows,  gentlemanly 
in  their  deportment,  and  possrssed  of  such 
'|ualiiii-s  as  you  a]ip!-'-eiai'-  in  a  companion, 
-.'.  hy.  in  th'-  naiiH-  of  goodness,  should  you 
not  associate  with  them  !*  Hecause  they  manu- 
faeture  the  bi'ead  vou  eat,  iniport  the  teas  or 
'•olVees  vou  drink,  o]'  make  \\\c  eliairs  and  sula>. 
von  IOIIII'M;  niioii,  do  not  anp'-ar  to  me  siillicient 

I  1     i 

reasons     why     von     should     denv     your>e]|'    the 
pleasure   ul  associating  with  tho.-e  who   probably 
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may  be  mentally  your  superiors.  In  circum- 
stances of  difficulty,  danger,  or  hardship,  it 
is  wonderful  how  soon  rank  is  sunk,  and  the 
best  man  obtains  supremacy ;  not  that  for  a 
moment  I  wish  to  suggest  that  the  best-bred 
person  is  not  also  the  one  who  shines  pre- 
eminently in  adversity. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  also,  that,  in  America, 
"  one  man  in  his  time  plays  many  parts."  The 
lawyer  or  trader  of  to-day  may  be  the  soldier  of  to- 
morrow. The  counsellor  (barrister)  exchanges 
places  with  the  judge,  the  judge  with  the  counsellor. 
Hereditary  rank  being  unknown,  men  go  honestly 
into  any  speculation  that  will  pay,  and  close 
observers  may  have  noticed  a  tendency  to  the 
same  levelling  practice1  of  late  years  in  (ireat 
Britain,  to  the  great  advantage  of  all  ranks  of 
society. 
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i  States  Ixru  iltir  Ariitv  —  V.iUnihvr  F.>r<vs — GiTinuns    in 

iln-   VituTicaii  .Si'i'viiv— Spurt — Tin1    SiTub'li  I'urk-    A   Ilunl- 
L'.irtv       'J'i       Gilliu-  u      l-'out — !-'i'ii.-!i  »i'  1  ;.,-   U ..a—  J'".-c;ijH' 
\\.  .:'. 


utrj  irii'ips    in    puss    without    availing    inysi'Il 

ii    M.      ('iirin-il\    ina\    in    some    inea-iire    aeeniinl. 

I'M!    :  i  ,  - .    '  '  • '    MI  i|     tn  1  in1  <a!iH  •   L'Xti'lil     as    :i    ilcsire 

I    1'eli     to    f(.'iii|i:inj    'In1     s'tlilii-ry    nf    one 

.:       \vil  li       1  llilSi'      i  ii'      all'  i!  in   T.       U  ii  i)       t  ijr      VJrW 

Hi     i  )i»er\  ii:  _      i  In-ii'    «"i  [ri.liil  hi'--     •  >;'    service     if 

!   I      eV(T     i"1      SllIlMlliM:i''j       ti  '     Ilieet      i-aell 

i-til'-  array. 
iiti'1  Stains'  I'L'Lrnhir  annv  i^  lu'iueitjullv 
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composed  of  foreigners;  but,  this  force  being 
numerically  small,  it  is  uimeccssarv  to  say 
more  of  it  than  that  it  is  in  th<'  highest  pos- 
sible state  of  discipline.  That  vast  volunteer 
force,  however,  which  flooi.led  the  conn  try  at 
the  pi-riod  of  the  secession  of  tin?  Southern 
States  deserves  more  than  a  passing  remark. 
Those  corps  of  voluntary  soldiers  raised  in  the 
Eastern  Sink's  had  their  ranks  s\velled  by  the 
enlistment  of  men  from  every  part  of  Europe: 
while  those  of  the  Western  States  were  for  the 
most  part  American-bred  eitixens.  AVith  the 
former  I  had  little  to  do:  but  I  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  latter,  and  will  confine  my 
remarks  principally  to  them. 

In  Illinois  and  Indiana  the  rural  population 
turned  out  an  vm^se  to  support  their  country 
in  its  u'reat  struggle,  the  feelings  with  which 
the\"  espoused  her  cause  amounting  to  enthu- 
siasm. The  powerful  frames,  and  hardy  constitu- 
tions of  men  accustomed  to  endure  all  manner  of 
hardships  and  fatigue  from  their  infancy,  were 
the  materials  from  which,  was  produced  a 
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body  of  soldiers  who  could  nowhere  l>e  sur- 
passed. 

Tlieir  temper  was  proved  by  the  long  marches 
and  the  almost  impossible  deeds  which  they 
performed.  In  one  essential,  however,  they 
were  wanting,  namely,  discipline- — a  deficiency 
which  was  in  some  measure  made  up  for  by 
e^i'i'it  >!e  corp*.  and  in  the  course  of  time  was 
tn  a  great  extent  remedied,  although  slowly, 
which  is  not  surprising  when  we  consider  the 
early  education  and  training  of  these  repub- 
lican sons  of  the  soil.  One  advantage  they 
all  possessed  at  the  moment  of  their  enlist- 
ni'-nt,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  use 
of  lire-arms,  and  a  thorough  reliance  on  their 
own  capacity  of  handling  them  in  the  most  eifee- 
i ive  manner. 

These  Western  residents  thus  possessed  a 
great  superiority  river  the  promiscuous  bands 
collected  from  different  European  nation-,  most 
of  whom  had  to  learn  the  usi-  of  the  rifle,  which, 
if  one  wishes  to  become  a  perfect  shot,  must.  I 
believe.  IH-  acquired  at  an  early  age. 
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Dobbin  and  Giles,  who  had  never  handled 
a  gun,  necessarily  required  a  long  period  of 
tuition  before  they  obtained  even  a  moderate 
dexterity  in  its  use;  while  Jonathan  and  Hans, 
as  soon  as  they  were  called  from  their 
homesteads,  made  efficient  skirmishers  or  ir- 
regular tmops. 

With  physique,  shrewdness,  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  lire-arms  to  start  with,  can  it 
be  deemed  a  matter  of  surprise  that  these 
troops,  under  such  a  general  as  Sherman, 
rapidly  marched  through  the  heart  of  their 
enemy's  country,  and  successfully  resisted  all 
the  efforts  of  the  foe  to  arrest  their  pro- 
gress ? 

The  want  of  discipline  must  necessarily  be 
regarded  by  military  men  as  one  of  the  most 
serious  obstacles  to  the  success  of  an  army  : 
but  in  America  it  has  scarcely  the  same  mean- 
ing as  in  Europe,  for  in  the  New  A\  orld  it 
implies  principally  an  inability  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  to  restrain  the  ardour  of  their 
men,  not  to  induce  them  to  advance.  After 
all,  however,  a  disciplined  army  cannot  In- 
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made  in  a  fc\v  months,  or  even  in  a  year  or 
t\vo,  particularly  when  ii  is  serving  in  its  o\vn 
land.  These  Transatlantic  troops,  transported 
into  a  host  ili,-  country,  when.-  they  miidit  ex- 
pect an  enemy  on  every  side,  would,  i'or  the 
sake  of  mutual  protect  ion,  soon  learn  to  ivly 
on  one  another,  and  sidimit  without  hesitation 
t'  *  the  connnands  oft  licir  s.ii]  u.-ri'  irs. 

Few  general  readers  are  not  aware  that 
then-  are  large,  and  numerous  settlements  ot 
fleriiians  throughout  the  \\estcrn  States. 
\\'itli  the  natural  loyalty  of  their  people, 
they  promptly  responded  to  the  call  of  the 
Federal  (Jovermiient  I'or  volunteers.  Thus  nu- 
nierous  regiments,  composed  entirely  of  the 
cli'Mivi!  of  the  Fatherland,  weiv  summoned  to 
the  Held. 

'Idi  •     geiiuini '     A  inei'icaii      i-     much      in     t  he 

1 T    sue  'ring     ai     l  In-      1  !  ;.    (as    all 

'  Jermans    are    faniiliarlx     called ) :     lui!     when     i; 

klii  >wn    IP  iw    steadil\     :  :  n;_ht.   In  i\v    im- 

cnmplainingly  they  endun   i        r    -hip>.   and    iio\v 

:  !.    wliethef    in     the    face    of    the 

i  "•  or  in   cantonments  union j;    I'ri'/nds.  thev  rose 
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in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  their  adopted 
country  to  the  position  which  they  ever  de- 
served, and  should  have  from  the  first  enjoyed, 
but  that  necessity  had  never  demanded  an  exhibi- 
tion of  their  true  worth. 

1  have  seen  the  troops  of  nearly  every  Kuro- 
pean  nation,  and  have  served  in  the  Held  with 
several  of  them;  and  although  my  opiiiioiis 
may  not  be  deemed  of  much  value,  I  can  un- 
hesitatingly say  that  the  United  States  possess 
a  population  from  which  can  be  obtained  soldiers 
inferior  to  none  in  the  world. 

But  to  return  to  less  serious  mutters.  Time 
has  lately  hung  very  heavily  on  my  hands,  be- 
cause, so  far  as  field-sports  are  concerned,  i[ 
is  a  season  not  distinguished  by  any  character- 
istic marks,  and  country  life  without  them  always 
appears  to  me  slow  in  the  extreme.  I  therefore 
hailed  with  delight  a  report  that  a  Prairie  wolf 
had  made  its  appearance  in  the  neighbourhood, 
committing  depredations  so  numerous  that  its 
destruction  became  imperative. 

A  Prairie  wolf  is  not  a  large  animal,  for  it- 
does  not  exceed  the  height  and  bulk  of  an 
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undersized  setter  ;  but  its  capacity  for  mischief 
is  very  ^reat,  and  it  shows  an  insatiable  love  of 
blood  which  is  truly  marvellous.  One  of  these 
pests  will  sometimes  kill  many  sheep  in  one 
niirht,  for  when  its  prey  is  abundant  it  becomes 
so  fastidious  that  it  rejects  the  mutton  and  is 
only  satisfied  with  blood.  HoLrsthat  like  hi  irh  way- 
men  take  to  the  country  to  obtain  a  living,  are 
equally  destructive  of  sheep,  eating  only  the  most 
delicate  tid-bits.  As  no  one  from  whom  I 
sought  information  could  say  that  he  had  seen 
the  despoiler,  I  could  not  help  believing  that  he 
would  turn  out  to  be  a  d-ih-r'nit  friend  of  man. 
instead  of  a  representative  of  the  Lupus 
family. 

The  scrateh  pack  of  hounds  which  the  neigh- 
bourhood boasted  of  had  several  times  been 
mustered,  in  the  hope  (if  a  run  that  would  put 
a  termination  to  tin  farmer-/  complaints;  but 
although  every  cover,  swamp,  and  rush-mar- 
gined slouirh  had  been  drawn,  not  a  trace  could 
lie  discovered  of  the  animal  \ve  sought.  Though 
this  was  very  discouraLrim_r,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  vet  the  number  of  horsemen  who  desired  to 
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participate  in  the  destruction  of  the  wily  foe 
did  not  in  the  least  diminish,  but  rather 
increased. 

I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  chat  by 
the  cover  side,  the  gallop  from  one  draw  to 
another,  or  the  excuse  for  imbibing  more  than  a 
usual  amount  of  whiskey,  were  the  inducements 
which  dre\v  out  a  great  many — a  pack  of  hounds 
in  this  IK  ighbourhood  never  having  previously 
had  so  goodly  an  attendance. 

Returning  one  evening  from  one  of  these  un- 
successful runs,  it  was  decided,  without  dis- 
sent, that  another  attempt  should  be  made  in 
a  day  or  two.  when  the  work  would  commence 
by  drawing  the  swamp  where  I  had  my  adven- 
ture with  the  wild  pigs;  and  afterwards,  if  we 
did  not  then  succeed  in  finding  the  object  of  our 
search,  by  hunting  the  river  margin  that  lay  to  the 
north  of  my  house.  It  was  a  glorious  morning 
that  ushered  in  the  day  when  this  programme 
was  to  be  followed — just:  such  a  one  as  would 
delight  the  heart  of  the  most  fastidious  fox- 
hunter— so  that  all  hoped,  if  we  got  away  upon 
anything  like  fair  terms  with  our  quarry,  we 
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should  either  force  him  to    succumb,  or  drive  him 
from  the  neighbourhood. 

Kellv,  who  never  could  p>  to  work  when  any 
sport  was  in  prospect,  if  there  was  a  chance  oi 
his  absence  remaining  undiscovered,  came  to  me, 
with  a  most  serio-comic  air,  for  the  loan  of  the 
little  mare,  ".list  that  he  mi^ht  see  a  bit  of  the 


old  screw,  with  scarcely  a  hj;  to  stand  upon; 
bin  \\ith  as  much  iro  in  her,  if  she  could  be 
kept  on  her  pins,  as  many  equally  antiquated 
pieces  of  horse-llesh  that  all  have  known  in  the 
course  of  their  lives. 

There  are  few  military  men  who  were  sta- 
tioned in  Canada  a  matter  (>f  live,  or  six  years 
back  \\dio  will  not  remember  Charley  Kiley  and 
Nannie  Craddock.  NYither  of  them  had  much 
to  boast  of  as  far  as  th"  soundness  of  their 
limbs  went,  \'et  both  were  race-horses.  1  In- 
old  mare  I  lent  to  Kelly  wa  ;  ir  iemp<  irary 
iii  a;_e.  and  lit  i  le  inf-ri'  >r  in  >]  >eed.  boiii  .m.  and 
jumping  po\\vrs.  In  fact  \\itli  t*'ii  and  a-iiah 
on  her  hack  she  could  vro  the  pace  and 
show  her  tail  to  anv  ordinarv  hunt  :  and  the 
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rider  who  was  going  to  cross  her  was  under 
that  weight,  with  pluck,  seat,  and  hands  that 
had  gained  him  a  reputation  among-  the  hard- 
riding  members  of  one  of  the  crack  packs 
of  the  Emerald  Island.  I  made  up  my 
mind  therefore  that,  if  a  run  should  ensue 
and  a  new  line  of  country  be  taken,  I  would 
play  follow-my-leader  to  the  gallant,  little  Irish- 
man. 

Such  a  heterogeneous  lot  as  assembled  at  mv 
house  that  morning  would  have  provoked  to 
mirth  all  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the  puncti- 
lious care  with  which  such  details  are  carried 
out  in  Kngland.  The  eye-witness,  however,  must 
have  been  a  veritable  cynic-  if  he  did  not  at 
once  "perceive  that  the  day's  proceedings  pro- 
mised abundance  of  fun. 

Tony,  the  Dutchman,  in  his  rotund  proportions, 
was  mounted  on  a  galloway  that  would  have 
done  good  service  in  a  dray.  A  late  Prussian 
officer  bestrode  a  gigantic  trotter,  as  if  on  parade. 
A  number  of  shopkeepers  appeared  on  animals 
that  did  duty  in  their  delivery  carts.  Fanners 
rode  to  the  rendezvous  on  their  plough-horses, 
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and  a  niur.u'er  exhibited  himself  on  an  ill-tempered 

badly  formed  mule  ! 

The  meet  altogether  was  of  such  a  character 
as  could  have  been  formed  only  from  the  motley 
population  of  a  \Yestern  state.  Jumping  powder 
is  in  use  here  as  well  as  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  no  doubt  a  irood  many  doses  of  that  physic 
had  been  swallowed  by  each  sportsman  that 
niorniirj;  before  starting. 

At  li-nirth  the  horn  of  the  huntsman  "loo- 
tooed"  the  start,  which  all  obeyed  after  re- 
ceivimj:  a  caution  not  to  over-ride  the  pack 

of fox  hounds,  I  was  ironic  to  say  curs.  It 

was.  as  I  have  said,  a  glorious  morninir,  the 
wind  soft  and  pleasant,  the  liirht  subdued, 
and  the  vegetable  world  arrayed  in  many 

If  >rj'i  H)IIS    Cole  llirs. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  before  \>,v 
reached  our  cover,  if  I  except  the  circumstance 
that  tin-  darkie  on  the  mule  ^<i\  a  tremendous 
spill;  some  playl'ul  practical  joker  haviirj;  in- 
serted a  corn-cob  between  the  animal  s  back  and 
tin;  sea;  of  the  saddle.  NiirpTs,  however,  are 
generally  considered  lair  game  tor  sport,  and 
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the  son  of  Africa  did  not,  judging  from  the 
grin  that  covered  his  ebony  countenance  as  lie 
arose  from  Mother  Earth,  appear  to  express  any 
vindictiveness  at  this  practical  joke. 

The  swamp,  as  heretofore,  was  drawn  blank, 
the  more  impatient  murmuring  that  we  could 
only  expect  a  repetition  of  our  usual  luck — a 
prediction  which  proved  them  to  be  false  pro- 
phets, for  immediately  afterwards,  in  a  wild 
plum  and  hazel  grove  that  grew  in  the 
vicinity,  and  margined  the  Prairie,  every  hound 
opened  with  a  burst  of  vehemence  that  left  no 
doubt  that  the  game  was  on  loot. 

\\  hat  a  scampering  and  racing  immediately 
afterwards  ensued  for  the  open  land!  And  this 
energy  was  even  redoubled  when  Kelly's  voice, 
singing  out  loudly  "gone  away,'"  was  borne  to 
our  ears.  The  copse  was  soon  cleared,  and 
the  pack  were  streaming  over  a  rise  in  the 
Prairie,  with  their  heads  up  and  sterns  down, 
as  if  in  view  of  their  quarry,  while  their 
various  voices  reverberated  unceasingly  from  the 
timber.  This  looked  like  a  realization  of  our 
hopes,  and  happily  the  line  of  country  selected 
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\vas.  for  p>od  riding,  the  most  promising  that 
could  have  been  chosen. 

\\ishing  to  save  my  horse  tlius  i-arlv  in 
the  pirne.  fur  I  liai]  iva-on  in  believe  that  a 
heavy  juli  was  before  him,  I  satisfied  nivsclf 
by  whipping  up  the  lail  .>!  tlu1  hum.  Kor 
a  couple  uf  miles  all  had  been  jilain  >ailiiiu:', 
bm  nu\v  \VL;  appruarln-d  a  farm  jiartilioli'-d 
nil'  with  d<'<'j>  ditches  and  poxi-and-rail  f'-nn-s. 
!v-ll\'  was  thi'  lir-t  tu  ri-ach  it.  and  he  pu]i])i-(l 
M\'cr  ii  like  a  bird,  while  the  old  mare  ^avc 
the  boards  a  slap  \vith  ln-r  heels  and  tuld  how 
jM'utieii-nt  she  \vas  at  tiiiilirr-iriiciug. 

The  casu  with  which  the  lii^t  fence  liad 

b.-ni  di<] 1  of  by  the  Irishman  doubtless 

_-ave  courauv  to  his  fdllnwrrs.  I'm-,  to  tlie  credit 

i  if     all,       llo|        olle       refll-ed      tile       Icjnl  ;       bill      their 

pluck  il  ;•'  ed  In-]  i-T  n  :  han  was  ac- 
corded  them,  fur  never  in  my  cxpi/rience  did 
I  MM-  so  n, any  people  imhi  r>ed  iii  so  small 
:i  -jiace  ;  i  he  inn-  persi  -II  \\ '  '  •_'  it  sa  fe  ov-r 
li-ii;--  ihe  niLT.Lfer,  and  h1'  "n]\  ,}\(\  <(,  after  liis 
had  plaM'd  at  sea-saw  over  ihe  impedi- 
-.  .  :,i  fur  -oin-  seeijuds,  ilurin^;  \v  hich  ii  re- 
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maincd  doubtful  whether  it  would  advance 
or  retire.  Tlie  top-hoard,  however,  finally 
breaking  down  under  the  combined  weight  and 
motion  of  the  animal,  opened  an  admirable  gap 
for  inc. 

It  was  a  rich  scene  to  look  along  that 
fence.  In  the  majority  of  instances,  riders 
and  mounts  were  on  different  sides  of  it. 
Some  retained  their  reins,  while  others  wist- 
fully gazed  after  their  nags,  which,  rejoicing 
in  their  freedom,  were  scampering  off  in  the 
direction  of  their  homes.  A  little  French 
doctor,  whom  I  almost  rode  over  on  enter- 
ing the  field,  and  who  still  remained  seated 
jusi  as  he  had  fallen,  gazed  up  in  my  face;  as 
I  ]  passed. 

A  faint  but  prolonged  exclamation  from 
him  readied  my  car.  I  am  not  certain, 
for  I  would  not  wish  to  asperse  any  man's 
character,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  it 
was  a  ( rallic  oath. 

The  sport  had,  as  yet,  only  commenced;  the 
wolf  not  having  gone  straight  away,  for  the 

VOL.   n.  S 
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took  us  backwards  and  forwards,  and  n>und 
about;  ami  mi  all  occasions,  where  the  still'ot 
jumping  \vas  to  lie  dune,  llieiv  was.  Kelly  ai 
ihe  tail  tit'  the  hounds,  doinir  his  Work  as  if  IP' 
\vere  imi  inn  of  hi>  teens,  and  the  marc  In- 
^traddlfd  -till  i;:  lii'i'  prim-.  1  liad  no  desire 
in  eonijit'te  ^.'\\\i  him  fur  honours,  Inn  was 
v  illiniT  to  In-  satisfied  with  a  ^IMK!  jdace.  and 
'hai  I  ha.l.  All  my  eiVorts,  hoxvcver.  failed, 
cvi-n  in  so  opi-n  a  count rv.  to  obtain  a  "view 
halloo." 

l'.\  ihis  time,  those  \vlio  had  imi  parted 
Diiijianv  ti'iim  their  nail's  commenceil  in  make 
•iieir  apjiearam'e,  hy  liiscctin^1  sh"H  cuts;  hut 
I  observed  thai  all.  save  the  ni^-vr  mi  the 

.  •  .    showed     a    marked     objection    to     timber, 

s,    and    evervi liini;    thai    required    a     jump. 

In    and    out,    back    and    i    rt !i.    \\ e    went.      Nf\ i  r 

ia  re,    i  n     m\     kip  >\\  l-'du'e.    run     such    a    d  -r- 

I  llollS    Ci  illl'se.        ')   he    holllld-,    il    ''A  e\  -I'.    i'\  pel'ieliced 

IP  i    ilillieuhy    iii    iiura  veiling    it .    I  iut    pushed    \'«r- 
•,.  ard  \\  iih  unabated  ardour. 

Several    t  i  .lie-,    Iv'i !  \     had    SIIII.L:  '  >ut    t  he    ••  \  i-\\ 
halluo,"    bui    soiueh'Av   or  other    m\    eves    refused 
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lii  endorse  his  statement  :  in  fact.  I  lia<l  begun 
in  "  sini-11  a  mice,"  as  a  celebrated  Dutchman 
said,  and  concluded  we  were  running  a.  drag, 
although  several  of  the  hunt  had  staled  that 
they  had  unquestionably  seen  the  wolf  at  the 
time  he  broke  cover. 

The  finish  of  the  run  was  towards  home, 
and  strange  to  say,  the  termination  took  place 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  my  house,  \V!IITC. 
although  a  dozen  casts  were  made,  nol  an 
acknowledgment  could  he  obtained  of  the  direc- 
tion the  pursued  had  afterwards  taken.  Various 
were  the  suggestions  offered  to  account  for 
this  phenomenon;  hut  when  a.  gentleman  moi'e 
enthusiastic  than  his  fellows,  or  more  in- 
terested in  wool-U'rowin^;  than  any  one  present, 
proposed  to  cut  down  a  c  >tton-\vood  tix'e, 
almost  four  feet  in  diameter,  which  sloped  at 
an  anirle  of  forty-five  degrees,  in  a  cavity  of 
which  the  marauder  was  supposed  to  be 
hid.  I  decamped  for  home,  taking  all  with  me 
who  were  thirsty. 

S  trail  ire     to      sav,     so     numerous     were    those 
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troubled  with  this  appetite,  that  none  re- 
mained to  unravel  the  mystery  of  where  the 
Prairie  wolf  had  secreted  himself. 

l>efore  inv  IVieiids  left  in  the  evening,  I  learneil 
iVoni  one  of  them  that  Harris  whose  ungrateful 
and  rutlianly  conduct  I  have  recorded,  and  whom 
I  had  immediately  discharged,  had  notoriously 
associated  himself  with  a  hand  of  swindlers  and 
horse-stealers.  As  the  eyes  of  the  police  were  nit- 
ihis  nest  of  robbers,  whose  plans  and  haunts 
were  becoming  known.  1  was  assured  that  my 
•  ild  friend's  career  would  in  all  probability  be  ,-i 
^hort  one,  and  I  believe  this  assertion  was  veri- 
'ied  n  it  lonu'  afterward-. 
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-\i-gro  Minstrels — "Good  Old  !N\'\v  York  Gentleman" — Sonus 
and  ALu.-ic — Buvlosqucs — Increase  in  the  Value  of  Land — 
Sraiidal — Divorces — C'asi1  of  lii^amy — Return  lo  Kngliiiui. 

IT  is  seldom  tlnit  a  week  passes  without  sd'oli- 
iiiL1:  troops  of  iieirro  minstrels  visiting  tin- 
vk'inity.  The  p'liuiiK!  S;nulio  is  ahvnys  con- 
sidered here  the  essence  of  low  comedy,  yei 
during  the  late  war  few  of  this  race  were 
treated  as  comic  characters.  Thai,  however. 
does  not  prevent  the  performers,  darkened 
with  Idack  cork,  from  1  icing  more  popular 
than  any  others  who  provide  the  pnNic  with 
amusement. 


Tin1    tdlli  i\\  inu'    i>    a    sjuriiniMi    (if    tlr.'ir    st\lr 
f  fun.    wliirh.   I'm-    iii'-anin^'Iuss  absurdity,  n.urh 
M-i.il  !cs  thai  i  if  i  li' •':!•  .•"///'/•-'/•»  >•  in  Kim'Iaiid :- 


tinii.  \\n'  In.- iv  '•('li.''-  IJrutlnT  ('u>irk.  \\iih  lii< 
liaiiji  r-vcr  lii-  >h(nilik'r.  and  tli'.1  >trin.^s  all 
liruki.Mi.  and  In1  Junks  a<  if  lu-M  liccii  having 
a  l'i  >\\  v.'.'i  ill  •»< iiiiL-lind  v. 

A'///-  /    Sum  Citxtc/,:  ift'ji'ft,'il/i/. 

'•    ///'.    -Ii»\V       lin\v,       I)!'"!  llff      ('lisirk    '.         Yull 

t.'ii    1 1| i! ii'_rt !  in  niclaliclidlv. 

••  <  '"-'-•,'. —  I  >a!      \vhal     yi »u     vail      it   '.        I     liin 

if    si, i,-l,-  ,/    fiinC-    (lut's  what's 

nail    r !      (ini     intn     d<-     fust     railruad    car    I 

riini     ai-!-'i>->     1"    n>:ni'    nlii-r    ID    dc     hall.     Inn     dr 

r   didn'l     pp  u--ir,  si  i    Iii'   ducki'd    IIM- 

in     ii.  |l,  .    an'     I     liiadr    a     1ms,     r,,//i//' 

i.li"i-    d'-    hi-ad    i  if  a    man     wid    m      hani  i.    l  rin' 
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'•  Cusick. —  You  bet  it  did  !  Tore  oil'  do  only 
{'<</A//'  [  had,  and  dc  shirt  near  cum  wid  it. 
Bui  I  got  even. 

"  Int.— You  got  even1? 

*'  Ctixick.  —  l  did  dat.  I  went  into  dc  dry 
goods  store  dat  de  lime  belong  to,  I  was  so 
mad.  and  sitting  down  on  de  sol  fa — 

"  Int. — -The  ?ofa.  you  mean.  sir. 

"Cuticle. — Well,  de  so /en* ;  [  ax  lor  de  boss, 
and  says  1,  right  amongst  all  de  ladies,  says  1  :— 
•  Bossy,  don't  you  want  to  get  a  genteel  clerk 
here,  bossy  :  I'll  come  cheap,'  'Then  you're 
just  the  feller  I  don't  want,'  says  he.  'It  M 
take  half  my  stock  to  refit  you.'  And  I  wenl 
out.  leaving  a  broad  streak  of  whitewash  behind 
me.  If  he  did  reject  me,  it  couldn't  a  bin  on 
de  count  of  mv  color. 

"  Int. — That  was  evident.  YYell,  sir,  what  did 
you  do  next  '\ 

"Cusick.  —  I  went  ober  to  do  ollis  ob  dc 
Mont///'  Rostrum  to  state  de  facts  ob  dc  case  and 
demand  satisfaction. 

"  Int.  —  Ah  !  That  does  credit  to  your 
judgment.  Of  course,  they  redressed  \Q\\, 
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••  ("W'7,1. —  Guess  not— pit  de  same  clothes  on 
yet.  Dry  was  mitey  eibbil,  and  said  a  i;'ood  dral 
about  de  iieifro  an"  all  dat.  an"  drew  up  a  Vvm/' 
for  nil-  to  publish,  an"  charp-d  nie  ten  dollars  Ibr 
it.  an'  F  hadn't  it,  ami  dat's  do  reason  I  ifiiess 
dat  it  didn't  :fo  in. 

"  ////.  —  You  \\-as  jux-tty  ucll  c<n'J  aln-aily.  I 
should  inia^'iiK'. 

••  Cnt'irk. —  ^"r<.  Lossy,  but  I  didn"  car  for 
dal.  I  Avantrd  to  if  it  daniauvs,  and  dat's  what 
I  tole  do  clerk.  An"  he  says,  says  lie,  'J'll  ^ub 
yon  damages ;'  and  wid  dat  he  roll  me  down 

de      stejis      oil      (le      ]  U'esS-l'iioill,      ail       de        jilVSSlliall 

dijiped  in.'  iii  de  ink  troll',  and  de  boys  lall't, 
and  I  crawli'd  i;iit  like  a  //</  mn  ob  a  molasses 
jii^,'.  And  (ley  said  '  ^lu.m  fin  '.'  when  1  dis- 
appeared I'oiin"  de  c.  irii'-r. 

"/nl. —  Havinif  ink.-d  you  I  should  have 
struck  you  oil'— taken  an  impression. 

*•  (  utick.  -  Same  tin.i:':  dey  struck  mv  name 
off  deir  jiroseription  li>t,  a.nd  ju-"  den  when  I 
wa-N  ^wine  roun"  de  corm-r  to  jro  home,  a  ash-man 
li'ivr  his  ash  barrel,  and  I  jfot  do  whole  table 
o"  contents  all  river;  an'  de  ashes  stuek  to  de 
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ink,  and  dc  ink  stuck  to  dc  mortal1,  and  de 
mortar  stuck  to  my  clothes,  an'  I  yelled  out: — 
•Let  me  be!'  and  came  over  h'yar  to  take  up  a 
prescription. 

''  Int. —  Well,  Ctisick,  give  us  a  jig  and 
we'll  see  what  can  be  done  for  you  :  and  then 
Juniper  Brignoll  \vill  sing  us  his  latest  song 
about 

THE  GOOD  OLD  XEW  YOEK  GEXTLEMAX. 

"  Como  listen  friends  and  neighbours,  while  a  story  I  relate, 
Of  A  hale  and  hearty  gentleman  well-known  in  every  state  ; 
A  man  of  weight  and  inlluence  among  tlie  rich  and  great, 
Who  owns  within  Manhattan's  hounds  a  flourishing  estate — 

This  natty  Xew  York  gentleman,  all  of  the  modern  time  ! 

"  He  was  the  special  favourite  of  all,  I've  heard  it.  said, 

Who  lived  within  his  range,  and  on  all  sides  his  favours  shed  : 

And    stocks   would   rise   and    stocks   woidd    fall   whene'er  lied 

shake  his  head, 
While  in  his  frown  there  lurked  a  spell  made   thousands  quake 

with  dread, 
And  yet  was  so  awfully  fraternal   and   condescending   to   those 

who  nary  read, 

Tiiis  natty  Xew  York  gentleman,  all  of  the  modern  time  ! 
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"  Ue  loved  good  living,  and  could  drink  of  lager  brer  ;i  tun, 
And  meet    him   when  you   would,   :ti^    said,    was    running  o'er 

wit! i  i'un, 

And  of  I  \ijiini  the  stump  his  eloquence  nur  ears  \\miLl  -1  un, 
Unt  il  tlie  (i^ht     \\a\ed    fierce   and    lint,   and   b_\    the    exercise   of 

Ins    peculiar    pi>\vers    of   pcr.-ua-i<  in,   he    had    compelled    Ins 

enemies  to  run  — 

Tliis  natt\  Xew  York  gentlemen,   all  of  the  modern  time! 

"  lie  knew  tlie  winning  cards    hv    heart,   and    when    in    a   tiL'ht 

p!a-e 
C'crdd     SIM.-    hini.-elf   and    fill    hi-   purse   hy   coppering  on  the 

ace  : 

He  knew  1  lie  winning  hor.-e-,  too,  and  won  at  everv  race, 
Aii'l  wasn't   in  tlie  lea-t  afraid  a   ]ii>tMl'-  niMiith  to  lace. 
An  1  if  anyhod\  thought  of  arresting  him    for  any  of  his  little 

peccadilloes  the    pr.  ih  ihiiity  is    tliat    before    they    caught    liiin 

t!,r\  (1  have  a  iiiosl  excit:n_r  cha-e — 

1'liis  natt\   ,\e\\   \~Mi-k  Lrciitleman,  all  of  the  nindern  time  ! 

"  He  (iwned  a  rai!n>:id  in  him.-e]f.    and  eki1  a  silver  mine, 
And  'mid  tln>  ti'ppie-t  of  the  /o/Min  evenii  _'-  u-e  1  tn  -liine, 
I!e-idc~  a  f'"A   -.-ore  Inl-  i,r  so  nil  the  city's  bumid-i'-y  line, 
Aii'l  if  lie  hadn't  Mild  tliem  he'd   have    liad    tliem    ~1;il,   and    his 
nit   c-tabli-iimcat.   andliisdn^    and    hi-    h-r-r-    and    his 
trncip-    (if    friend-;,     and    a    ^rreat     m.iny      other     tiling's    too 
numerc  iu-  t'  i  ment  \<  m,    I  '•]  iliii  — 

Tin-  natt\   New  York  L'eiitleiiiaii.  al!  (jf  the  mndern  time  ! 
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But    every    dug    must    have    his    day,    and    so    it   chanced    at 

last 
This  good  old   soul,    whose  only  fault  was  that   lie  lived  too 

fast, 
Himself  was    forced    to    feel    the   blight  of  stern    misfortune's 

blast  ; 

He  rallied,  but  alas!    for  him  the  fatal  die  was  cast. 
He  gave  up  his  wines  and  his  hounds,  and  his  horses,   his  little 

parties,  hi<  excursions,  his  yachts  and  his  youthful  frivolities 

and  into  oblivion  passed — 

This  natty  New  York  gen;  leuian,  all  of  the  modern  time! 

Of  course  all  know  that  this  song"  is 
not  original,  but  a  parody  on  u  The  Fine  Old 
English  Gentleman,''  which  has  frequently  been 
treated  to  the  same  indignity  at  home.  Very 
mueli  of  <jarly  American  versos  and  music  was 
at  lirst  thus  obtained,  but  of  late  years  a 
change  has  taken  place,  and  the  cultivation  of 
their  talents  lias  resulted  in  the  production  of 
songs  which  would  do  credit,  to  any  composer 
(ir  author.  80  rapid  in  fact  has  been  I  he  im- 
provement in  arts  and  sciences,  and  so  generally 
are  native  authors  and  composers  appre- 
ciated, that  those  who  knew  the  literature 


of  America  in  all  its  branches  twenty  years 
a,uro  would  scarcely  imagine  IID\V  rich  il  has 
now  1  ten  inn.'. 

All  IK-MIL:  intensely  fond  of  music,  tliey  are 
certain  to  become  skilled  in  it,  and  their  progress 
in  poetry  is  evinced  hv  the  works  of  such  new 
writers  as  are  almost  nionthK  startling  Europeans 
by  tlu'ir  force  and  originality. 

I  iviiieiulier  being  present  iii  a  Western 
theatre  when  the  celebrated  comedienne  and 
vocalist,  Mmily  Thoi'iie,  played  the  part  of 
Pocahoiitas.  in  ihe  burlestjiU!  of  that  name,  it 
licinir  tin1  lii'st  time  that  such  an  entertainment 
had  lieeii  produced  in  that  town,  ll  was  really 
ludicrous  to  watch  the  exjires^ions  of  the  au- 
dience, for  they  appeared  as  if  undecided  whether 
to  laiiu'h  orcry.  I-j'ilu-r  way,  I  lielieve,  the  tallies 
nii_;'ht  ha\'e  lirrii  turned  ii\-  a  pcixon  l^ld 
enoiiLi'h  to  set  t In-  exam] ile. 

Puns  \vere  specimens  of  \vit  \\ilh  which,  at 
that  tinif.  they  were  not  very  familiar,  and 
although  the  curtain  went  down,  leaving  the 
spectators  driiirliled  with  th>'  iiiu^ic.  all  were 
pux/.led  to  drath  at  what  conclusion  to  arrive 
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ill  reference  to  the  incidents  and  dialogue  of  Mr. 
Brougham's  extremely  clever  and  now  very 
popular  production.  But  a  lev,"  short  years  have 
wrought  a  wonderful  change,  and  the  best  pro- 
ductions of  the  Strand  find  their  way  to  the  New 
AA  orld  in  a  marvellously  short  space  of 
time. 

Since  I  have  been  residing  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, there  has  been  a  most  apparent  increase  in 
the  value  of  land.  This  may  be  caused  by  the 
proposed  carrving  of  a  new  line  of  railroad 
through  the  neighbourhood  connecting  Chicago 
with  the  Ohio  river,  which  would  confer  many 
additional  advantages  on  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  result,  is  that  many,  particularly  those 
of  the  poorer  class,  are  disposing  of  their  home- 
steads, that  they  may  push  off  to  the  vast 
Uplands  of  Kanzas,  Nebraska,  and  Iowa,  which 
promise  at  no  distant  date  to  be  the  great 
pastoral  region  of  the  West. 

Having  visited  that  wonderful  section  of 
i-ountry,  and  traversed  a  considerable  part  of 
it,  I  cannot  fail  to  commend  such  a  course:  lor 
1  sinceivlv  wish  this  haven  for  husbandman  and 
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stock-raiser  were  better  known,  and  more 
easy  n!'  access  to  our  surplus  liunie  popula- 
tion. 

The  seasons  here  an-  imt  marked  by  sueh 
excessive  changes  of  i.-ni per^j  ure  as  are  pecu- 
liarly characteristic  of  the  mure  eastern  portion 
of  tin-  continent:  ami  the  country  is  well 
watered,  has  a  Fruitful  soil,  produces  naturally 
abundance  of  nutritious  irrasses — its  pleasant 
n>ll in;;  surface  presenting  a  LTeat  contrast  to 
the  vast  steppe-like  Hats  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  ; 
for  these  dips,  as  they  are  frequently  desig- 
nated, all'' ird  a  uTeat  natural  advantage—  -shelter 
foi1  hoiuestead  or  farmyard  I'roin  Winter 
winds. 

( '"!]' vr-iii--  with  several  of  these  intending 
•ants-.  ;i  eliaractei'i'stic  \\'hieh  had  struck  me 
previously  as  einiiieiit  Iv  American  was  reddled, 
namely,  their  total  want  »|'  love  foi1  aiiv  pai1- 
ticulai'  locality.  This  land  tuav  he  too  new  to 
produce  these  feelings;  for.  of  coin'se  eXceptitlu" 

in  the  Masiern  States,  no  properties  can  be 
found  that  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
same1  familv  thriii^'h  successive  generations. 
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These  sojourners,  consequently,  speak  not  a 
word  of  regret  lor  the  home  they  are  leaving ; 

hut  only  anticipate  tlie  improvement  in  their 
worldly  condition  in  the  place  they  have  selected 
as  their  future  residence. 

Still  these  people  are  intensely  patriotic,  and 
will  take  fire  at  the  smallest  imaginary  insult 
offered  to  their  nationality,  thus  evincing  a  love 
of  country  entirely  peculiar  in  its  nature,  for 
it  is  not  inspired  liy  the  thought  that  it  con- 
tains their  birthplace  or  ancestral  homes.  Yet  the 
American  is  without  an  equal  for  cultivating  and 
settling  a  ne\v  country.  The  peculiarities  thai 
I  have  enumerated  as  eminently  qualifying  him 
lor  the  life  of  a  soldier,  are  also  those  that 
are  most  requisite  to  the  immigrant.  For  weeks 
and  weeks,  with  their  faces  turned  to  the  setting 
sun,  these  people  will  push  onwards,  ready  to 
combat  with  all  adversity,  never  discouraged 
or  disheartened,  relying  on  their  cotiraue  and 

\i          o 

strength  for  protection,  and  on  their  endurance 
and  resolution  for  the  successful  accomplish- 
ment of  any  object  they  propose.  I  hid  them 
farewell  on  my  departure  lor  home. 


SCANDAL. 

I  could  not  help  wishing  thai  their  future 
life  miii'ht  1)0  gilded  \vith  as  much  prosperity 
as  the  landscape  that  surrounded  us  was  with 
tin-  gulden  rays  of  tin-  declining  sun;  and 
doubtless  such  will  IK-  the  case,  for  the  future 
home  (if  their  adoption  possesses  such  numerous 
natural  advantages  that  only  a  few  years  may 
pa<s  before  it  is  acknowledged  a-  the  most  pros- 
pen  >us  part  i  if  t  he  invat  Republic. 

Scandal,  as  already  mentioned,  is  always 
ahundant  where  facilities  are  granted  for  ob- 
taining divorces,  and  the  latter  are  so  numerous 
here  thai  they  are  discussed  as  e very-day  affairs. 
OIK- of  these  stories,  illustrating  the  occasional 
rivalries  of  man  and  wife,  has  just,  cropped 
up.  and  as  it  excites  more  than  usual  atten- 
tion, either  from  its  possessing  a  more  than 
usually  comic,  or  more  than  usually  tragic 
element.  I  >hall  relate  it. 

"The  people  of  the  reiri"n  round  about  are 
all  airoLf,  and  decidedlv  conversationally  dN- 
posed,  over  the  conduet  of  a  foreigner  who  has 
been  arrested  on  tin.-  charge  of  biiramv.  In 
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ivgard  to  the  event,  tlie  telegragli  remitting  th<- 
information  informs  us  tliut  lie  was  first  known 
hereabouts  when  he  started  a  weekly  newspaper, 
which  soon,  however,  burst  up. 

"He  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Liston,  of 
this  city,  and  soon  married  her.  Not  long 
afterwards  he  quitted  the  neighbourhood,  and  then 
his  new-made  wife  lost  all  confidence  in  him. 
and  proceeded  to  take  legal  measures  for  his 
capture. 

"She  and  her  father  appeared  before  a  magis- 
trate and  swore  out  a  warrant  against  him  I'm 
bigamy,  believing  that  when  he  married  Miss 
Liston  he  had  a  wife  in  Brooklyn.  The  warrant 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  officers. 
l>ut  before  they  had  time  to  serve  it,  the  absentee 
appeared  at  his  bride's  residence  and  explained 
everything  satisfactorily,  to  her,  at  least,  and 
made  her  a  present  of  a  beautiful  watch  and 
chain. 

"  The  next  morning  the  two  appeared  UToiv 
the  magistrate  who  issued  (lie  warrant,  and 
had  it  nullified.  The  next  morning  the 
returned  husband  publNhed  a  card  in  th- 

VOL.  ii.  T 
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public  papers,  nssLniini;'  reasons  for  liis  sudden 
disappearance,  and  also  invitm'  out  that  In-  had 
received  a  letter  from  tin.'  old  country  announcing 
that  he  and  his  three  sisters  had  fallen  heirs 
to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  His  yoiini: 
wife  swallowed  ii.  but  no:  the  father.  He  could 

1)|  it    he  hood-winked. 

"  He  made  a  iri]>  to  I'iMolJyn.  and  there 
a>eertaincd  that  in  ]Si'>l  his  daughter's  hu-band 
married  a  little  irirl.  ap-d  fourteen  years,  in 
that  eity,  and  after  fleecing  her  father  out  of 
nearly  all  the  moiiev  he  had,  deserted  his  \\ife 
and  lied  to  the  South,  win-re,  during  the  war, 
he  took  np  anus  on  tin-  Confederate  >ide.  In 
tin  meantinie.  In-  married  a  beautiful  ,u'irl  then', 
v.'ho  died  soon  n  fterwa  I'd-. 

"Leaving'  the  South,  In-  eame  Xnrth.  and  in 
October  marri'-d  Mi--s  Li-i'-n.  Tiii^  la-i  iu-\vs 
I'cachin^  tin-  c'ars  of  hi-  linmklyn  wife,  she 
hastened  to  obtaiii  a  divorce,  ii"t  caring  to 

prosecute    for    biptlliy.       Si;.'    SUCCeeiled  ;    but     that 

does  not  save  this  I.othario  from  ansxverinu;  to 
the  charge  of  bi^ainx,  which  chaise  j<  viiror<)iiv]\ 
[iiished  by  .Miss  Listoii's  father,  though  up  to 
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ten    o'clock  this   morning  the  daughter  was   not. 
;i\v;ire  of  that  fact. 

"Through  the  same-  medium  the  following 
particulars  were  received  : 

''The  foreigner  anvslcJ  here  on  a  charge  ol 
bigamy,  was  this  morning  examined  before  the 
Recorder.  lie  was  rather  flashily  attired  in 
a  black  velvet  coat,  white  vest,  and  drab 
paiit^.  Jle  wore  side,  whiskers  and  a  heavy 
moustache. 

"  As  he  sat  down,  his  third  wife,  Miss 
Listen,  took  a  chair  beside  him.  She  was 
attired  in  a  straw-coloured  walking  suit,  and 
wore  a  heavy  gold  watch  and  chain  and  other 
ornaments. 

"About  six  feet,  away  sat  the  first  wile. 
She  was  dressed  in  a  dark  drab  travelling 
suit  with  fashionable  jockey.  As  the  prisoner 
entered  the  dock,  lie  gave  one  quick  glance 
at  her,  and  that  was  all.  She,  on  the  contrary, 
gazed  earnestly  and  steadily  at  him,  and  at 
times  smiled. 

"Presently  his  counsel  whispered  : 

•' '  Have  you  ever  sucn  her  before  ?' 

T  2 
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••  He  replied  : 

"  '  No.   never." 

"  Tin-   counsel  for  tin-    ]!n)sccntiuii    next   \vhis- 

peivd   to   lliT  : 

"  '  Have  you  ever  seen  him  before  .'" 

"  She  replied  : 

"•\Vrll.    I  rather  kalkcrlate   I   have,'  and    still 

k'-pt  ^azini;-  at  him,  he  at  all  times  avoiding 
!nT  glance. 

"The  iiixt  wii'c  \vas  tin-  first  witness. 
As  she  u-<vnded  tin.'  stand  it  was  apparent 
that  she  meant  luiMiirss.  The  counsel  for  tin- 
prosecution,  atier  shf  had  kissed  the  hook, 
said  : 

"'Look  at  that  man:  ha\v  you  seen  him 
U-loiv  '" 

••  \\  it  iii  --s  — •  Yes,    >ir.     1     have.       Mv     ]iarcnts 

re-ideil    in     New    York.       ][<•    Id't    me    in     l-v^. 

lni!    1    ran    loiil    o|    him    airain    in    DrreinluT  l.i-t. 

!!'•    reco.n'iiixfd    me.    luit     1    woijld    not    ivi  .  rj-ni/.e 

I     was     married     to     him     in     I)eri-ml>er. 

l>til.        \\'c     lived    to--.-tlii-r    as     nian     ;md     \vili: 

.'..•}>      Ma:vh      L'-^th.      iM'.J,     at      -"ill.      Li-p.'iianl 

1     slaved     th'.-l'r     L\\'u     ur     three     month-- 
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after  he  left  me;  I  have  hud  no  commu- 
nication with  him  since.  lie  is  the  man  I 
married,  I  think.  I'm  not  mistaken.  1  am 
positive.' 

"  Cross-examined  : — 

••  *  I  first  saw  him  at  Broadway ;  he  was 
alone.  I  can't  tell  the  month  or  day  ;  I  never 
saw  or  heard  of  him  before  that  time;  I  dare 
s,-ty  we  were  married  in  two  months  after;  lie 
gave  recommendations  to  my  parents  ;  they 
now  live  in  Second  Avenue;  my  father  is  in 
Indiana;  been  there  eight  or  ten  days;  I  have 
never  seen  the  elergyman  who  married  us 
since  :  we  never  kept  house;  he  hadn't  money 
enough  to  keep  house  with.  [Laughter.]  I 
had  to  pay  out  money  to  get  his  boots  re- 
paired. [Great  laughter.]  I  got  the  money 
from  my  mother. 

"•rui  married  again;  never  had  any  chil- 
dren; 1  was  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  years 
of  age  when  L  married  the  prisoner  :  my 
parents  told  me  to  say  sixteen,  and  1  did. 
[Laughter.]  lie  was  in  the  Union  armv  when 
1  married  him:  toward  the  last  he  belonged 
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to     what     was    called     ''Tin.'     Lost     ( 'hildtvn." ' 
[(Jivat  laughter.] 

"Counsel  lor  the  prosecution —  'lie's  anmim' 
that  class  HH\V,  ain't  In-.''  [Lauiditer.] 

"  \\'itncss — ;  I  should  say  so.'     rLaniditer.] 

"  Witnes> — *I  have  been  married  twice-  since 
lie  left  me;  fir>t  time  tin-  dav  after  I  iy<>t  a 
divorce  from  him.  I'YI>  ^nt  thrrc  liusliainls 
now,  and  all  livinir.  [Witin-ss  and  audience 
laughing.]  I'm  li\'inu'  with  tn\  third  husliand. 
lie  is  a  carpenter.  I  irnt  a  sejiaratinii  hill 
from  m v  sef  aid  husband. 

"Witness  was  further  examined  hv  the  de- 
fence, in  order,  if  possible  In  find  some  llau 
in  her  testimonv.  She  answered  all  the  i]iie>- 
tiiins  in  a  very  straight  forwad  and  uidiesi- 
tatin.L:  manner.  The  pith  nf  the  evidence  i- 
^ri\en  in  a  statement  \\liich  ^he  made  tn  ih.' 
reporter,  after  dinner. 

"  The  tii-.st  wife's  statement  is  as  f<>l- 
lows: 

"  •  I  was  fni'ced  to  marrv  h\  my  father.  The 
prisoner  t»M  him  he  had  wruniivd  me.  when 
mv  lather  said  I  must  marrv  him  or  1:0  to  the 
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House  of  Refuge.  I  was  young  then,  and  didn't 
know  as  much  as  I  do  now.  His  story  to  iny 
father  was  a  wilful  lie,  but  I  married  him  be- 
cause I  did  not  wish  to  go  to  the  House  of 
Refuge.  After  I  married  him  I  avoided  him  all 
I  could,  and  every  time  I  saw  him  coming  I 
would  leave  the  house.  One  time  I  was  gone 
seven  davs,  and  no  one  knew  where  1  was. 

"'  Finally  he  enlisted,  and  sent  a  letter  to  me 
by  a  revenue  officer,  saying  that  he  knew  I  did 
not  love  him,  and  he  was  going  to  leave  me  for 
ever.  Why,  when  I  married  him,  my  lather 
had  to  pay  the  dominie.  Oh,  I'm  so  glad  I  got 
rid  of  that  fellow!  I  don't  want  him  to  be  sent 
to  Sing  Sing  on  my  account.  The  world  is 
wide  enough  for  both  of  us.  lie  never  gave 
me  one  cent  from  the  time  he  married  me  till 
he  left-  me.  lie  told  me  one  day  he  would  sell 
his  sword  and  get  me  a  pair  of  shoes,  but  he 
didn't. 

•' J'm  happy  now;  I've  got  a  good  husband, 
and  I  love  him.  I  wish  they  would  call  my 
mother  up  here.  She  would  identify  that  chap 
riu'ht  awav.' 


-?<SO  RETURN    TO   ENGLAND. 

'•A  further  examination  of  the  case  has 
Iteen  postponed  until  Tuesday,  June  20th,  at 
1<)  a.m." 

The  ahove  narrative,  which  certainly  contains 
plenty  of  fun,  shows  in  v,~hat  an  un-KiiLi'lish 
state  the  laws,  in  rct'iTenee  to  marriage,  are  in 
some  of  tin-  Western  States.  The  t  In  inniirh 
business-manner  in  which  tin-  la<ly  argues  her 
case,  anil  submits  to  cross-examination,  proves 
that  she  is  a  person  of  no  ordinary  strength  of 
mind,  and  ])crtV'ctly  capable  of  occupying  tin- 
]ilai'e  (hat  \voinans'  rights  advocates  wish  to 
coiifcr  on  the  iT'-nt Irr  sex. 

Although  she.  hou'ever,  may  l»e  accepted  as 
a  capital  type  of  a.  certain  class  of  American 
females,  I  am  happy  to  sav  that  such  are  very 
much  in  tin-  minority,  even  in  that  i_ro-a-head 
country  a  Messing  that  the  sterner  sex  should 
not  regard  lightly. 

( 'irciimslances  of  a  private  nature  now  oe- 
curred  at  home  which  called  for  mv  immediate 
reiuni  t"  Kn_rland,  and  it  l^'Mine  impuMtivc 
for  me  to  jiart  with  my  keim-l.  horses,  o*!.e. 


SALE  OF  DOGS  AND  HORSES.       ZOl 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  sale,  which  was  no- 
tided  to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the 
Press,  a  large  number  of  persons  assembled, 
and  although  purchasers  were  numerous,  nearly 
all  my  favourites  went  into  the  hands  of  ac- 
quaintances, and  at  prices  that  far  exceeded 
my  expectations.  In  fact,  one  brace  of  setters 
were  knocked  down  to  the  purchaser  at  an 
amount  that  would  surprise  even  Mr.  Garth  in 
his  annual  sales  of  pointers. 

Although,  therefore,  I  knew  the  pets  had  ob- 
tained good  homes,  it  was  not  without  regret 
that  T  saw  the  horses  I  had  ridden  in  many 
a  long  journey  and  hard  run.  or  the  dogs  1 
had  spent  such  happy  days  benind,  and  over 
which  I  had  killed  so  much  game,  led  off  by 
their  new  owners.  In  youth.,  I  loved  animals, 
and  no\v,  in  mature  age,  my  affection  for  them 
has  not  diminished,  for  experience  has  taught 
me  how  sincere  is  their  devotion,  how  un- 
selfish, their  affection. 

The  days  before  leaving  wen'  devoted  to 
leave-taking,  and  the  earnest  ''God  speed  you!' 
that  many,  both  poor  and  rich,  pronounced  a.s 


-!>-!  PRAIRIK    FARMS. 

I    l>udr     them    farewell.    Avill     never    be    forgot 
ten      as      loni^     as      memory      lias      the      puwi-i 
to    recall    any    of    the     numerous     liapjiv     dav 
spirit    ujion    a  I'rairk'   Farm   and    anioug    I'l-airi 
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